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PROJECT SUMMARY 

 

The Galveston Bay Foundation (GBF) recognizes the critical need for oyster restoration to 

maintain a healthy and sustainable estuarine system. Due to 2008’s Hurricane Ike, it is 

believed that over 50% of Galveston Bay’s oyster reef habitat (80% in East Bay) was 

destroyed from sedimentation (Texas Parks and Wildlife Department estimate). Productive 

oyster reefs provide many beneficial functions throughout Galveston Bay.  As natural bio 

filters, oyster help to improve the quality and clarity of the surrounding water. They provide 

shelter and feeding grounds for many types of wildlife including various invertebrates, fish, 

and birds.  Oyster reefs can also act as breakwaters, helping to reduce wave and wake 

impacts along shorelines and they are also beneficial to both commercial and recreational 

fisheries.  

 

The goals of this project include educating the public about the importance of oysters to the 

Galveston Bay ecosystem, and recruiting volunteers and interested stakeholders to assist 

with oyster restoration, education and oyster gardening efforts in Galveston Bay.  This will 

assist GBF with reinstating its oyster restoration program and help address the issues that 

have arisen since Hurricane Ike.    

 

This project focus’ on enhancing and restoring oyster reefs, which are a Coastal Natural 

Resource Area, and it aligns with specific CMP goals including protecting, preserving, and 

enhancing CNRA’s and also educating the public about coastal issues and protecting and 

improving CNRA’s. 

 

The mission of the Galveston Bay Foundation is to preserve, protect and enhance the 

natural resources of the Galveston Bay estuarine system and its tributaries for present users 

and for posterity.  GBF achieves this through four goals:  advocacy, conservation, education, 

and research.  This project allows us to focus on these goals, specifically through 

conservation and community education.   
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Figure 1:  Galveston Bay Oyster Reefs (1994)
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INTRODUCTION 

 

The restoration of existing oyster reefs and the construction of new reefs have many 

benefits including improved water quality, enhanced fish habitat, and increased commercial 

and recreational value.  Another benefit to the construction of near shore reefs is that reefs 

within 200 feet of privately owned piers cannot be commercially harvested.  This means that 

these reefs can continue to develop and grow without being harvested, and their spawn will 

help increase reef populations throughout the bay.   

 

Since 2009, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) has been working to restore 

nearshore oyster reefs along the north shore of San Leon, on Galveston Bay (see Figure 2).  

The Galveston Bay Foundation sought to help enhance this project through community 

education, oyster gardening, and community involvement.  Although the main site location 

for this project is located along the north shore of San Leon, community education efforts 

were directed around the entire Galveston Bay region in an effort to increase the public’s 

knowledge and interest in the importance of oyster reefs in Galveston Bay.   

 

Figure 2:  Map of Primary Project Area 
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This project involved the development of educational materials (handouts, presentations) 

and distributing this material to the public through community events and presentations   

These presentations and events help to not only educate the public about the importance of 

oyster reef habitat and oyster reef restoration in Galveston Bay, but also provided them with 

information about how they can become involved by volunteering to assist with these 

projects.   

 

Three tasks were proposed for this project: The production and distribution of outreach 

materials; the recruitment of volunteers and interested stakeholders; and oyster gardening. 

 

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION 

 

The first and longest running task was the development and distribution of educational 

materials for outreach.  Immediately after the execution of the grant, development of an 

oyster restoration informational brochure was begun.  This brochure highlights oyster 

gardening, the habitat benefits oysters provide, and the importance of oysters to Galveston 

Bay (see Outreach Deliverables).  It was edited and approved, and the first round of printing 

was done in December 2010.  These brochures were used throughout the project to provide 

information to interested parties, as well as given out at presentations and events to provide 

more information to the public about oyster reef restoration efforts.   

 

Also in December 2010, GBF began efforts to recruit volunteers and interested stakeholders 

that could assist GBF with its oyster restoration efforts.  This began with a call for volunteers 

posted both on the Galveston Bay Foundation website, and also in our quarterly newsletter, 

The Gazette (see Recruitment Deliverables).   

 

In early 2011 development of an oyster restoration PowerPoint presentation began, along 

with research to find outreach opportunities throughout the Galveston Bay region (included 

in electronic submission only).  Time was also spent in January and February meeting with 

interested residents in San Leon to discuss the gardening portion of the project and 

recruiting volunteers to assist with oyster gardening efforts.  In preparation for oyster 

gardening, supplies were purchased and mesh bag samples were ordered to determine the 

best material to use for the oyster bags.  GBF continued coordination with TPWD Oyster 

Biologists in preparation for the oyster gardening aspect of the project. 

 

By April 2011, the oyster restoration brochure was being mailed to interested parties and 

distributed at community events.  Along with community events, there was also a 

presentation to a local Sea Scout Troop.  The details of the summer gardening project were 

finalized, and a volunteer list was compiled.  Nine piers in the community of San Leon 

committed to the gardening project, while presentations were given to the nearby 

community of Baycliff in an effort to recruit more volunteers.  A cured shell donation was 

secured for the project and shell was bagged by volunteers to prepare for the oyster 

gardening work session in June.  Education and outreach continues at Galveston Bay 

Foundation’s Bay Day event on May 21.  An estimated 7000 visitors attended the event. 

GBF had an oyster restoration booth at the Bay Day event where patrons were taught about 

oyster reef habitats, oyster reef restoration efforts, and shown examples of live oysters and 

oyster reef inhabitants with a live reef exhibit.   
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June 2011 kicked off the oyster gardening project, with volunteer work days on June 18th 

and 30th.  In San Leon, 20 volunteers assisted GBF staff with hanging approximately 100 

bags from nine volunteer piers.  Additionally, approximately 30 bags were hung from five 

piers in the nearby community of Baycliff.  Throughout the summer, routine maintenance of 

the oyster bags was conducted by volunteers.  The maintenance includes pulling the bags 

out of the water and rinsing them to remove predators and algae, checking and repairing 

bags and ropes as needed, and monitoring oyster spat settlement and growth.  Throughout 

the summer, these volunteers contributed over 160 hours maintaining the gardening bags.  

Along with the regular maintenance, outreach continued with the development of a 

community-based oyster reef restoration display for events (See Outreach Deliverables).  

Planning began to determine a date for the placement of the successfully gardened oysters 

onto the restoration reefs at the end of the summer.   

 

The oyster gardening project wrapped up in September with a workdays on the 16th and 

17th. GBF met with TPWD staff on the 16th to collect data on the number of oyster spat 

contained within a percentage of the gardened bags. The next day GBF and TPWD directed 

volunteers in the removal of oyster bags form the piers, loading them onto a boat and 

dispersing the gardened oyster shells on the restoration reefs adjacent to the gardening 

piers in San Leon.  A press release was issued about the event, and a couple of local media 

outlets ran brief stories about the community-based oyster reef restoration project in San 

Leon.  Volunteer data sheets were collected and volunteer numbers were compiled. 

Throughout the project, a total of 95 people volunteered a total of 444.5 hours, worth 

$3222.63.   

 

Progress with the project was delayed with the original project manager resigning her 

position with GBF in November.  The Galveston Bay Foundation proceeded with advertising 

the position and hiring a new project manager, and filed for an extension to the program 

grant.  The new project manager began in March 2012.  At that time the focus was placed 

on enhancing the education and outreach materials regarding oyster restoration and to 

continue to conduct outreach programs.  Development began on an oyster gardening 

booklet that describes the process, elaborates on the importance of oyster reefs, and 

highlights how the Galveston Bay Foundation can assist with this process.  A one-page 

handout was also created, with the purpose of providing basic oyster facts for the public.  

The one-page handout is included in the section for outreach materials deliverables, but due 

to the format of the gardening outreach booklet, it is included in electronic format only.  

Along with these projects, several outreach programs were given.  Over two days, biology 

students from College of the Mainland (Texas City, TX) met with the project manager to learn 

about Galveston Bay oysters, their importance to the ecosystem, and the various aspects of 

oyster reef restoration that GBF is involved in.   

 

On June 2nd, two meetings were conducted on Galveston Island.  The first was partnered 

with TPWD and included an oyster restoration and gardening presentation to approximately 

30 residents of Jamaica Beach.  Information regarding community-based restoration 

programs was provided to the homeowners, and GBF staff assisted TPWD with beginning 

gardening in Jamaica Beach which will benefit a nearby restoration site adjacent to West 

Bay.  Afterwards, the project manager met with the owners of Pelican Rest Marina in 
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Galveston to discuss several Galveston Bay Foundation conservation efforts planned at the 

marina, including oyster reef restoration.  The marina is already permitted for restoration, 

and advice was provided in methods to determine if adjacent reefs are producing spat 

(through gardening bags and the placement of reef balls).  The marina also agreed to 

provide us with a location to place outreach materials for the public and oyster restoration 

brochures were left with the owners.   

 

The final outreach event of the project was Galveston Bay Foundation’s 2012 Bay Day at the 

Kemah Boardwalk on Saturday, June 9, 2012.  Over a five hour period, GBF staff and 

volunteers discussed the importance of reefs to Galveston Bay, the issues that have arisen 

over the past few years affecting Galveston Bay oyster reefs, and how local residents can 

become more involved in local restoration and education efforts.  Oyster restoration 

handouts were distributed, and the oyster restoration banner was used as well.  Additionally, 

two display containers showed the visitors various organisms that live in and around oyster 

reefs.   

 

PROJECT RESULTS 

 

The efforts to contact and recruit local volunteers was a huge success.  Even after the 

culmination of the gardening project, many of the volunteers have continued monitoring the 

reef that was restored in front of their homes, and have been back in touch with the project 

manager inquiring about future efforts in the area.   

 

The oyster gardening project was also very successful.  The means and materials used for 

the project were very effective in establishing oyster spat settlement and growth.  This is 

evident in the photographs of the oyster growth approximately 2 ½ months after gardening 

began (see Figure 3).  We are hopeful that these gardened oysters were of great benefit to 

the created reef near San Leon, and that the reef will continue to grow and thrive. 
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Figure 3 – Oyster spat grown at the San Leon project site

 
 

Education and outreach, along with the development of new materials have continued 

throughout the duration of the grant.  Over the final three months, new materials have been 

developed and internally reviewed.  These products are attached for your perusal and will be 

used to continue to educate volunteers, interested stakeholders, and the general public 

about the ongoing oyster restoration efforts that involve the Galveston Bay Foundation.  In 

addition, information and ideas that were observed during this project will be used to 

enhance the future development of education and outreach programs. 

 

LESSONS LEARNED 

There were several lessons that were learned from this project, all of which are beneficial to 

future restoration project efforts.  It appears that there is a long term benefit to focusing 

outreach to communities and engaging them in restoration efforts.  Continued contact with 

the residents of San Leon who volunteered with this project has shown that many of these 

people are interested in continuing projects into the future.  Another contributing factor to 

this is that active participation with this project provided a sense of ownership with the reef 

restoration site, and provided an additional sense of accomplishment.  Both the gardening 

process and the restoration were very successful, because of the efforts of these volunteers. 

 

Another lesson taken from this project is that there is a definite correlation between the 

frequency of maintenance and monitoring of the gardening bags and the potential for 

successful gardening.  Piers with more frequent monitoring showed a higher spat 

attachment.  This can be attributed to several factors including that the increased 

monitoring helped to minimize the time that predators were exposed to the spat, and also 

that more frequent monitoring meant that damaged bags were noticed, and repaired more 

quickly.  This meant there was less of a chance of the bags breaking free, or ripping 

completely open causing a total loss of the shell in the bag. 
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TASK 1 DELIVERABLES 
 

 

Community-based Oyster Reef Restoration Tri-fold Brochure 

Community-based Oyster Reef Restoration Program Display 

Galveston Bay Oyster Fact Sheet 

 

*Oyster Gardening informational booklet is not included in this report due to the length of 

the file.  It is included with the digital report. 
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Community-based Oyster Reef Restoration Tri-fold Brochure 

 

 



GLO Contract No. 11-020-000-4318 
Final Report 

 

[12] 
 

Community-based Oyster Reef Restoration Program Display
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Galveston Bay Oyster Fact Sheet 
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TASK 2 DELIVERABLES 
 

 

GBF Gazette ‘Call for Volunteers’ 

GBF Website ‘Call for Volunteers’ 

Press Release - Galveston Bay Foundation Works With Local Bay Residents to Restore   

Near-shore Oyster Reefs (published in the Texas Newcomer Press September 15, 2011) 
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GBF Gazette ‘ Call for Volunteers’ 
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GBF Website ‘Call for Volunteers’
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Press Release - Galveston Bay Foundation Works With Local Bay Residents to Restore   

Near-shore Oyster Reefs 
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TASK 3 DELIVERABLES 
 

 

Oyster Gardening Photos 

  



GLO Contract No. 11-020-000-4318 
Final Report 

 

[20] 
 

 



GLO Contract No. 11-020-000-4318 
Final Report 

 

[21] 
 

MEDIA COVERAGE - Texas Fish & Game – 10/2011 
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Oyster Shell Recycling and Reef Restoration 

�
�
�
�
�
�

Oyster Shell Recycling:  Reclaiming the Resource 
GBF has been staying busy with the newly established 
oyster shell recycling pilot program. Since March of 2011, 
GBF has been collecting discarded oyster shells from Tom-
my's Restaurant & Oyster Bar in Clear Lake. Tom Tollett, 
the owner of Tommy's, is a progressive thinker and has a 
true passion for a sustainable industry and has also been a 
strong advocate for freshwater inflows. Oyster shell recy-
cling is a time and labor intensive process. How does it all 
work?  

First, the owner and wait staff of the participating restau-
rant internally decide what process works best to keep dis-
carded oyster shells separate from other table waste. 
Throughout the day, recyclable shell gets transferred out-
doors and placed in GBF's collection bins behind the res-
taurant. GBF staff and volunteers collect the bins of recy-
cled shells twice a week and transport them to our remote 
property in Texas City where the shells are piled. The shell 
pile for this phase must be away from urban areas because 
of the associated smell and interested critters. Shells are 
cured and bleached from the sun for a minimum of six 
months as recommended by the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department coastal biologists. The curing phase kills off 
any parasitic or non-native organisms which is important to 
the health and survivability of our native oyster population. 
After the six month curing period, the oyster shells are 
ready to be reused in Galveston Bay for oyster restoration. 
Oyster larvae in our bay are free flowing and in search of a 
hard substrate to settle on and begin growth. Recycled 
oyster shells are a perfect solution to the lack of suitable 
substrate in our bay which was caused by shell mining up 
until the mid-1930s, and most recently by Hurricane Ike. 

GBF is also working with Sea Scout Ship 1659 of North 
Houston, who is designing and building a GBF shell recy-
cling facility. It will consist of a concrete slab, breakaway 
walls, and different chambers to track shells curing status. 
We are very excited to work with the kids on this project 
and are grateful for their efforts. 

All About Oysters! 
GBF reinstated its community-based oyster gardening and 
reef restoration program in response to the devastation of 
oyster reefs from Hurricane Ike in 2008 where sediments 
deposited and smothered nearly 60% of Galveston Bay’s 
oyster reef. Staggering statistics have also recently been 
published on oysters—more than 85% of the world’s oys-
ters have been completely lost, making oyster reef the 
most threatened marine habitat in the world (a TNC report, 
Beck et al.). Oysters are critical for an ecologically stable 
and healthy bay system. Each oyster filters up to 50 gal-
lons of water in a day, improving water quality and clarity. 
Oyster reefs provide habitat to fishery species, thereby in-
creasing the quality of fishing and diversity of fish species. 
Reefs also act as a coastal buffer to slow wave action and 
prevent shoreline erosion. 

Community-Based Oyster Reef Restoration:  Program 
Updates 
GBF has seen very strong interest and support of our com-
munity-based oyster restoration program. Starting back in 
March 2011, a group of college students from the Universi-
ty of North Texas came down for an alternative spring 
break, and helped us prep bags and rope for this summer’s 
oyster gardening program. In May, a group of high school 
volunteers from a Michigan environmental program came 
down to stuff recycled oyster shells into the gardening 
bags. GBF was kept busy during June with its community 
based oyster gardening hanging shell bags from private 
residence’s piers. As of now, there are over 150 shell bags 
actively gardening oysters at 17 different piers from Kemah 
to San Leon. These bags hang for the summer months 
when oyster spawning peaks and more oyster larvae are 
present in our bay. The baby oysters (aka “spat”) attach to 
our recycled shells and begin development. The volunteers 
with shell bags hanging from their piers, will be monitoring 
the bags, removing predators, and cleaning algae from the 
bags. In September, GBF will use the gardened oysters as 
live seed “topdress” our reef pad sites, speeding up the 
reef restoration progress. Note: oysters produced in GBF's 
oyster gardening programs are never for consumption; 
they are only for ecosystem services. 

GBF’s Community-Based Oyster Reef Restoration pro-
gram partners include:  National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, Texas General Land Office Coastal Man-
agement Program, Restore America’s Estuaries, Texas 
Parks and Wildlife, ConocoPhillips, Dow, ERM Foundation, 
Hillcrest Foundation, KBR, and Samson. Thanks to all of 
these supporters and our hardworking volunteers! 

Since April, 4.8 tons of oyster shell have been recycled from 
Tommy’s Restaurant & Oyster Bar. Special thanks to NRG for 
providing staff support with our shell recycling program.  
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dation 

 

You’re Invited to Galveston Bay Foundation’s  
 

2nd Annual Oyster Reef  
Restoration Benefit 

Saturday, August 20 
Doors open at 6:00 pm 

Live music from 7:00 pm-2:00 am 

The Last Concert Café 
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$20 donation includes Mexican dinner (food served until 10 pm)
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Galveston Bay Foundation protects natural
resources
By FLORI MEEKS, CHRONICLE CORRESPONDENT
Published 02:25 p.m., Tuesday, September 20, 2011

As the new director of development for the Galveston Bay

Foundation, Sharon Roark spends a lot of time telling

others what the nonprofit organization does to protect

the natural resources of Galveston Bay.

So it was especially exciting for her last Saturday when

she got to see one of the foundation's key efforts - oyster

reef restoration - as it took place.

Roark joined community volunteers in San Leon Sept. 17 as they removed oyster gardening bags from

their piers and placed the baby oysters within them on reef pads constructed by the Texas Parks and

Wildlife Department.

"Riding in the boat, observing the captain locate the reef, and watching our volunteers and Galveston

Bay Foundation and Texas Parks and Wildlife staff throw the oysters overboard onto the reef was a

real thrill for me," said Roark, who commutes to the foundation's offices in Webster from Spring

Branch.

Community effort

The oyster reef restoration project site is five acres and extends along the north shore of Eagle Point.

The project was the culmination of a summer's worth of efforts in several bay-area communities,

foundation conservation specialist Tiffany Anders said.

The bags volunteers hang from their piers contained reclaimed oyster shells - a safe haven for oyster

larva that is free-flowing in the bay during the summer.

"All of this larva is looking for a hard surface to land on, and the shells provide that," Anders said

Volunteers monitor the growth of the baby oysters, called spat, and remove predators – algae and

crabs – from the bags.

On Sept. 17, they opened the bays for the last time and sprinkled the baby oysters on five acres of reef

pads.

Because these reefs are within 200 feet of the shoreline, these oysters are not for consumption, Anders

said, but they will contribute to water quality, habitat creation and shoreline protection.

Anders estimates that volunteers placed a total of 5,000 oysters on reefs in San Leon, Bayview and

Kemah this year.
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The San Leon volunteers were joined on the 17th by representatives from Dow Chemical, a foundation

partner, and Deer Park High School students creating a video of the day's events.

"Everyone has been so enthusiastic about this project," Roark said. "I topped the day off with stopping

by Hillman's Seafood Market for some fresh shrimp from the bay, which was a real treat."
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Galveston Bay Foundation Works With Local
Bay Residents to Restore Near-shore Oyster
Reefs
Thursday, 15 September 2011 14:38

The Galveston Bay Foundation (“GBF”) worked with residents from several
communities along Galveston Bay this summer as part of GBF’s
community-based oyster reef restoration program. The program was reinstated
as a result of the devastation to native oyster populations from Hurricane Ike in
2008, when
sediments were deposited across reefs, suffocating 50% of Galveston Bay’s
oysters. Volunteers in San Leon, Bayview, and Kemah, Texas, joined together to
restore Galveston Bay’s oysters and became “oyster gardeners”, raising oysters
that will be used to seed nearby reef restoration sites.

On Saturday, September 17, 2011, community members in San Leon will remove
the oyster gardening bags from their piers and place the live, gardened oysters
on several adjacent constructed reef pads in an effort to expedite colonization by
oysters. This particular reef restoration site is five acres and extends along the
north shore of Eagle Point. The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department constructed
the reef pads, and GBF is aiding with community involvement. On the reef pads,
the oysters become mature within their first year and will quickly begin spawning
to further the reefs’ development. For the past three summers, volunteers in the
community of San Leon have been gardening oysters to help restore reefs and
have witnessed the results firsthand—better fishing and cleaner water. This
summer, Kemah and Bayview residents have joined the oyster gardening effort.

Residents who participate in oyster gardening first hang bags of reclaimed oyster
shell from their piers over the summer months. They then monitor the growth of
baby oysters, called spat, which naturally attach to the shells inside the oyster
gardening bags. As part of their monitoring and maintenance of the bags,
volunteers also remove algae and predators from the bags. After months of
growth and development, the oysters are removed from the piers and their bags,
and are distributed across artificially-constructed
reef pads nearby where they will flourish as part of a restored oyster reef.
Because these restored oyster reefs are located within 200 feet of the shoreline,
they are not for consumption, but only for ecosystem services such as water
quality, habitat creation, and shoreline protection.

A recent study of the state of oyster reefs found that about 85% of the world’s
oyster reefs have been destroyed, making them the most endangered of all
marine habitat types. We are fortunate to have some of the world’s remaining
healthy oyster reefs in Galveston Bay, but it is imperative that we tend and
nurture these reefs to ensure their survival across Galveston Bay. Oyster reefs
are critical for Galveston Bay’s health—they filter the water, provide habitat for
numerous bottom dwelling fish and invertebrates which in turn are food for larger
game fish, they protect our shores, and provide economical benefits to
the region.

Galveston Bay Foundation’s Community-Based Oyster Reef Restoration program
is made possible through various grantors and supporters, including the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Texas Coastal Management Program,
Restore America’s Estuaries, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department,
ConocoPhillips, ERM Foundation, Hillcrest Foundation, KBR, Samson Lone Star
LLC, and The Dow Chemical Company.

Recent Blog Posts

Frost Cupcakes & More Coming To The
Woodlands Waterway Square District

The Woodlands Recognized for its Marketing
Efforts from Greater Houston Builder's
Association

Montessori House for Children

HARMONY SCHOOL HOSTS EDUCATION IN A
GLOBAL SOCIETY LUNCHEONS

Cinco Ranch wins “Houston’s Best” Model
Home Village award

Volkswagen of The Woodlands To Open Next
Year

Foster High donates to Bastrop fire relief

Galveston Bay Foundation Works With Local Bay Residents to Restore Ne... http://www.houstonnewcomerguides.com/news/52-newcomer-news-west...

1 of 2 10/17/2011 10:07 AM



listen
  > listen online
  > schedule grid
  > mobile apps
  > podcasts

kuhf news
  > local news
  > local weather
  > local traffic
  > national news
  > UH moment
  > story board
  > engines of our ingenuity
  > past news series

kuhf newsdesks
  > health, science & tech
  > transportation
  > business news
  > newslab

kuhf news programs
> programs a-z

  > search news archive

houston public radio
  > about us
  > contact us
  > support us
  > for members
  > underwriting
  > employment
  > mission statement
  > events calendar
  > staff directory

classical 91.7 homepage
  > homepage

8Like

6

0

Man-made Oyster Reefs Growing In Galveston Bay

September 15, 2011

A community effort to restore damaged oyster reefs continues this weekend along Galveston Bay.
Man-made reefs will soon have young oysters taking up residence.

listen now:

Hurricane Ike wiped-out or damaged many of the oyster reefs in Galveston Bay, but local residents have been nursing
them back to health since then. Bob Stokes is with the Galveston Bay Foundation and says the reefs are coming back
thanks to a little help. 

"We work to create a new reef structure. We do that by laying down a thin layer of crushed concrete, or crushed
limestone down on the bay bottom, and we come in afterwards and we bring oyster shell, and we put the oyster shell on
top of that and the oyster reef really starts growing almost immediately."  

The reefs near Bacliff and San Leon are about 200 feet offshore and
the oysters there aren't for consumption and are
only to help the ecosystem.

This Saturday, residents who have been growing young oysters will
lay them on top of the man-made oyster bed.

"Each oyster can filter up to 50-gallons of water per day. And so as
the reefs are growing and solidifying, they're actually cleaning the
water in the local area. But then really, frankly the reason a lot of
these people are interested and a lot of people are involved is that
reef structure really improves the fishing in the area."  

Texas and Louisiana have some of the last healthy oyster reefs in the
world. A recent study found that 85-percent of the world's oyster
reefs have been destroyed.

Written by Jack Williams and voiced by Carrie Feibel.
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