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PREFACE. 

Tm: following work comprises tho result of the 
nuthor'11 observation~ and oxporionco during tho 
punod of his rusidonco in 'l'oxns, and includessuch 
other informa.tion regarding it, as he has been ena­
bled to collect from other sources. lL has been 
hurried before tho public, at tho urgent request of 
many friends, who have ~;uggcsted, that tho want 
of an accurate work of tho kind, would furnish 
a sunicient cxcusu for nny imperfections it may 
contnm. Tho author hns endeavoured to embody 
as largo a number of fitcts relating to the statis­
tics and topography of Texas, in as small a space 
us possible ; unci he hus been less regardful of tho 
drapery of language in which those facts are 
clothed, than in relation to their general accuracy. 
Tho descriptions of the counties have been com­
piled with much care. Most of them have been 
frequently subjected to tho t)xnminntion of intelli­
gent rosidentH of tho rospcclivo coumies, and 
huvc hoeu curofully rrvisod n~rooably to their 
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d·rectioru. The author hns resided in Texu 
rrr1 e~.:rol years and hilS vi~ited many of tho 
110ctioos h.: d!scribes; his sketches nrc the moro 
vn.u&blo therefore, from the fact thnt they nro 
chi<.'fly d.awn from personal ob•crvotion. Sc\·e· 
raJ of these sketches have pre\iou~ly been pub· 
I ishcd in the Telegraph and Texns Rcgtoiter. 
They hnvl.l been subsequently revised, nnd nro 
as accurate nnd cxtensi\·e os the present hmited 
explorations of tho country will warrant. 



T E ~ AS. 

Boundaric11 and Arca.-Teus is bounded on 
the north and cost hy tho United States, south 
b) tho C: ulf of Mexico und west by Mexico. The 
Red Raver form::~ part of its northern boundary, 
tho 'abine part of the eastern, and the Rio 
<:rondo part or the western boundary. Its ex­
treme northern and :;outhern limits touch tho 4td 
and :.!6th dc~recs of north latitude. I ts bounda­
ries as defined by an act of Congrc"s, appro,•ed 
Dec. 1Oth 1 36, arc a!l follows: viz. " De:ginning 
at tho mouth of the Sabine river, and running 
west ulong the Gulf of ~[exico, three league::~ 
from land, to tho mouth of the Rio Grande; 
thenco up tho principal ,tream of Mid river to its 
source; thence dol~ north to tho forty-second 
degree or north Inti tude; thenc<· along tho boun­
dary line ns dcfiall't! in tho tret\ly between tho 
United Stales und Spain to the bt'ginning." lts 
nrcn comprases uboul three hundred and eighty 
thou~1111d sqmlrc miles. 1 t is divided into thirty­
two counties, forming fourteen senatorial districts. 

Surface. ThiH country presents every variety 
of surfnce, from tho extended plain to the lofty 
mountain. At tho south, n love! re~ion vnryin~ 
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io width from twenty to seventy-mtles, extends 
nlc.ng the coast from the Sabme to tho Rio 
Grande. This level ~cellon ts wtdc t ncar tho 
Brazos at!d narrowest near the. an.\ ntonio rner. 
It i3 fu rrowed by mnny deep ra1 inc~, "hich form 
tbe channcb of the numerou!l !:>trcnrn~ tlmt inte r­
sect the country. T hcs•• ~trenm, <Ire bordered 
by denqe forests, mrymg from hnl r of one milo 
to six mile;~ in width. The intcncning country 
is mo,tly open pr • .11rie. The furc.ts, ho1~e1 er, 
do nol cxteud quite to the con~t, but teruunnto 
within a distance of about fhe mile from tho 
sea short>; the intervening country i" .;o cnti rely 
npen, that from the beach in most plnccl', not n 
tre~ con be seen, and the eye rests upon n wido 
grassy plain, divt•rsificd only by a few &tunted 
bushes. Above this level region, the country 
becomes grnrlunlly undulntin~; pre•c:nt ing u con­
tinr;ed ::.er i c::~ of broud swelling knoll~, und "ido 
shallow valleys. Circumstances indicate that 
thts section was once lt•vel, and ha~ been grud­
ually chan~ed to its pr~:~ent feutures by tho 
erosive action of rains, '' hich du ttng centuries 
have been wearing down its surface. T ho 
prairies and woodlands in this region alternate in 
the most picturesque manner; forminrr somo of 
t~e most beautiful scenery in nature. c-The prai­
ries arc rrencrally small, and interspersed with 
groves, resembling islctP in a grns:~y lake. Tho 
fores t trees attain a larger ~oizc here than those 
in tha level region, and the forests nrc moro 
widely diffuspd over the surface. Springs aro 
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not unfrequent 10 this sectton, "hich is irrignted 
by numerous streams of pure wholcc,ome water. 
'l'hn1 rC:!IOII varies from thi1ty to fifly miles in 
Width, b-:1ng '' ult st 1war I he sources of I Ill' San 
Dcrnnrd, und llilrrnwt·~t ncnr the U undnloupc . 

• \ hovo 1hc undulllllng re;.:ion a ~eel ion ul' tully 
counlry e\lcmb inlnmlulll,llt nne huntlrcd nulcs 
to\\;mls 1hc ~;ou•cc, uf llll' ·an ::'nba. T his 
region, nhhoul!h much lc~:1 ti rltlc than tho sec· 
tion~ below 11 , ubound-1 in tho mo~l JHCiuresquo 
and 10mnn11c scenery, nnd i'4 \\nlcred by mnumcr. 
ablu bcauttful strcum,, tlowmg O\ Cr pobhly beds, 
and furmin~ numerous cn-.cndl'S thnt would •aflord 
e:\ccllcnt mill scats. Few of these lulls ntttun 
an clcvution exceeding fi\C hu111lrcd feet; their 
summits nrc generally flat, and tuflod "1th dense 
thiclwt" of cedar. 

He yond this h1lly country nnothcr le\'el or ~<:>n· 
lly untlulnting n•gion e~tcncls northwnrd to"ards 
tht• R<:d RiH:r. Tlus sPCllnnlsubout one hundred 
mile~ brond on the m<•nclmn of \ u~lln, and grud­
unlly widens eushqu·d, nnd cant rncts wt•stwnrd of 
this line. It incloses the grrut :;ni t lake of tho 
B111zos. It is bounded on thl" north-west by 
mngc~ of mountains, whit•h exwnd ne ro~" lho 
north-wc~trrn porllon~ of Tl'\ns, unci furuiah the 
sources of the Red Hin:r, the Brn1.os, C.:olowdo 
and other streams on the cast, nnd the H io Pucrco 
nnd other tributaries of the Rio Gran de on tho 
west. 'fhiR mountainous section is but little 
ltnown; it includes tho ranges of tho Darh moun· 
to ins, tho hills of Orgnnos nenr the source of tho 
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Rio Puerco, anti tho P11lar mountum.s ncar tho 
mouth of that stream. It is said that ,e~crol of 
these ranges arc ~o high, that ~now lies on thCJr 
summits until August. 

Prairie1.-T hc prairies of Te'l!n<~ form an 
important feature of its surface. The} compri~c 
about four-fifth~ of the level region; and nearly 
one-half of tho undulating region I} mg wc~t of' 
the Brazos. Tho mnin prairie lyin{{ bch\Ccn 
the Trinity and San .Jacinto is about forty miles 
Jon~, and its uverugo width about fifteen miiC!!. 
That between tho Hun Jacinto and the Bru:w~ ~~ 
one hundred miles long, and its average u ulth 1s 
about twenty-five mileM. The main prairie he­
tween the Brazos and San Bernard i~ about 
eighty miles long, and it!i average width twenty 
mile;:. The prairie between tho Sun Bernard 
and Colorado ha11 about tho same dimensiOns. 
That between the Colorado and Navulnd is about 
one hundred mile~; long and about thirty rnilc11 
wide. The rernuining prairies of the level region 
a re of dimenqion!l sirni lrtrily proportioned to tho 
distances between the principal stream~. Jn tho 
western counties tho prairies arc lwaut lfully 
diversified with smal l groves of timber; most of 
the prairies of tho level region, however, nrc 
e ntirely open, unrl resemble bro:~d gr!Uisy lrtkc~. 
The soil of the prairies is remarkably uniform in 
its character throughout tho wholo country ; 
consis ting goncmlly of u black vegotahlo mould, 
vary ing from four inches to four feet in depth , 
resting upon beds of sandy or clayey lonm. Thill 
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10il dtffers but lillie in ferlthty from the sot! of 
the bottom lands, and ts co1 ercd \\ ith o. dense 
mat of grass, affording an tne~hnustnble supply 
of pn~turagc to tho cattle of the southern plan­
ter:<. 'J hen: is probably 110 cia ~ or men upon 
till' globe who cnn lt1 n more iutlcpcnd~ntly or 
w11h le's cnre and lnbour thnn tho hcrd-.m<'n of 
Texn'1. Their hcnJ., uf cnttlc feed out upon tho 
pnurws or in tho wooded bottoms during tho 
whulo year and require olmo~t 11'1 lillie a ttention 
os the:' wild dcr.r. The henl-.mcn dme them 
into thc1r pcn'l once n )COr, nod hrnnd the coi\'CS 
in order to di .. tingui!<h them from their neigh­
bour::~; this ts II( arly the only cnre bcst011ed 
upon them. :.\fnny of the Te\IOn farmers own 
severo! thou~nnd lwnd of cnulo and derive from 
them n very largo income. 

T he scenery of the pra1rics is too monotonous 
to bo ogrccnblc. The larger proincs from their 
grcnt c.-<tent, moy oflurd the iden of immensity, 
nnd nstoni!!h nnd surprtse tho beholder, like tho 
broad unvaried e'(pO.Mo of tho occnn ; nud tho 
emnller prairies w1th their even, uniform carpet 
of verdure, walled in with toll forest trees on 
every stde; mny plcn~o for n moment, and n 
moment only: they wont the con!ltantly 1•nrying 
charms of novelty pcculinr to lully or moun­
tainous &ccnery , nntl tho tourist soon becomes 
f11tigued m noting tho remarkable uniformity and 
resemblance of features that chnroctorise them. 
A traveller starting from the banlts of Buffalo 
bayou on the San Jncinto, after pnssing through 
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a narrow bell of woods, we;ctward, sees u broad 
pmirie apparently illimitable 111 e'\tcnt, open 
before him; procccdinl? lltill westward a lew 
miles, he find~ in tho du;tuncc n long dark line 
of woods skirtmg the horizon nt the wc,t; thi~ 
is the bordering forest of tho Brn7.o~; he pa~-cs 
through this forest, which is about five miles 
broad, and beyond it, sees another broad brrn~y 
plaio, skirted on the west by another ~irnilar line 
of woods,- the bordering forest of tho , au Ber­
nard ; l>cyond this, he find!! nnotlwr brood pnurio 
skirted on tho west by the "llottorn of th«· Colo· 
rado ;" and thus it is from one cxtrem1ty ofT<•xas 
to the other; from the Sabine to the Rio G randc, 
the level region ufiords a continued succc~'lion 
of simila r t;eenes. Tho landscapes ore but a 
continued series of prairies skirted by fore~ts. 

Soil.-This country as its surface indicates, 
affords a lmost every variety of S<)il. In the 
level and undulating regions tho soil iR generally 
exceedingly fe rtile, consisting in many places of 
a rich, rlcep calcarious loam, in which sandy and 
clayey particles arc intimately combined with n 
carbonaceous vegetable mould. On tho bonks 
of several of the s treams the soil a~sumes o. mu­
latto CQlour, from the abundance of feruginou!:l 
earth mingled with it. This i'l peculiarly cha­
racteristic of the soil!! in tlw , icin ity uf Ret! 
River and tho level country, 011 tho Bru7.os, tho 
Coney and Colorado. Tho soils on thl"~c stn·nm~, 
seem to co11tnin all tho e lemcntR of fPrtility, nnd 
o.re probably unsurpa.<~sccl by any Roil on tlw 
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globe. 'l'hc ~ot is of the lov('f and undulating 
region.; dttl~ r but little i n their chcmtcal conslt­
ltH:nt .. , nnd evince that thur have been form~d 
from a c-ommon !ll'dimcntal"): dcpo.;it. The undu­
latin~ l"('Ctions nru gcnemlly rcgnnit'd O..'! more 
fertile thnn tho hl\cl country. Thi" may be 
owmg to tho fact, tlmt the con"titucnts of tho 
fl() tf m tho:-;e scctionq, nrc more intimntelv blended 
than in tho level counll), const'qtwnlly ·tho ferti­
lizing influence is moro grncrally diflitsed. Tho 
~:~oil of tho hilly region differs widcly. In tho 
valleys tho nllu\ iul uccnmulation<~ nrr generally 
very derp, nod tho :.oil i~ similar to thut of the 
undulating rc~ion; it con~i"t" chirlly of n friable, 
sandy, cnlcan ous loam remarkably fcrttle. enr 
the Colomdo, it inclo,:c-. many flinty, rolled 
pebble<~, which nrc gmdunlly decomposing and 
imparting to it a siliccou~ chnrnctcr. Tho hill!! 
hnvo gent>rally n ' 'cry light thin Mil, consi~ting 
c hinlly of n layer of vrgotnblo mould only n. few 
inches deep, rc~:~ting upnn horizontal s trata of 
limestone. Tho !'Oil'! in other ~;crtionc~ hnvc not 
been cultivated, nncl little HI known of their 
charnctor!l. tany of these scc tions nro very 
fertile, particularly the Yalley of tho Rio Puorco. 
Tho soil of thit! valle} iA con~iclt'rcd hy tho!:c 
who have ~-oocn it, equal to any on tho continent. 
Texas has boon o.pproprmtely Atr,lcd tho Garden 
of America, for it owes its fcrttlity to physical 
cau~rH Rimilnr to those that hnvo rondo red I taly 
tho g11rdon of Ruropo, and Egypt tho garden of 
Africn. It may well bear n. comparison with 
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Italy. It is similarly situated on tho great 
Mediterranean of the continent, and it'! gt: oJo. 
gical feature~, wtth the e,;c~:ption of \olranic 
products, ure stmdar. It~ eoil being dcrhed 
chiefly from the ddrittt!! of t<Cconclary rock .. , 
re:;cmblcs thnt on the bonks of the Po; and douiJt. 
lcsi if the soi l from the IJankM of the Hrazo~ or 
Colorado, wa9 compared wtth that of the Po or 
Nile, the chemical constituPnt:l would oo found 
to be almost precisely similar. 

Productio/18.-Thc principal productions of 
T e.,;as nrc s imilar to tho. e of the }Iiddle nnd 
Southern states of " the Union." In tho le\ el 
and undulating regions, muizo, colton, l'ngar and 
tobacco mny be ruised with grent facility. In 
the hilly sections, wheal, rye, oats and harley 
thrive well. Pouches, figs and other fruits of 
warm climates grow luxuriantly in the southern 
part; and apples, pears, cherries and other 
similar fruits are rni:~ed in tho northern pnrt. 
Fine oranges and lemons hnve been r:tised on 
Galveston bay. Immense quantities of grapes 
of an excellent qual i I y grow spontaneous) y in the 
the western counties. Some vnrietirs of thcPo 
grapes yield a wino similar to the best Opnrto. 
Large numbere of wild mulberries of a df'licious 
flavour arc produced in abundance ncar Bexar. 
A species of wild plum of an excellent flavour is 
found in many of the western counties, and the 
nopal or prickly pear is found in imm~>nse 
thickets in those sections. The forests furnish 
vast quantities of valuable timber, consisting of 
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livc-onk, pine, cedar, mc~uit '' h1ch nearly re­
sembles mahogany, I)()IS d'arc, and othor timber 
highly pri1.cd for cnhlllct furniture. It is Cllti­
mutctl that the fort•. ts of Tc~as would alone 
furni!!h u supply of live-oak ullicicnl for nil tho 
nnnes in the world. The ordinary crop of cotton 
in the level and undulating rc~.:ion«, is from o. 
bnlo to o. bale and a half to tho nero: of maize, 
from forty to si~ty bu~hcls; of pnlntocs, from 
four to ci~lll hundred bu. hcls. 'l\1 o crops of 
maize and potntoeg nrc fn•qucntly raised tho 
same ycnr. Both tho common poto.toc and tho 
yarn or sweet potatoc thrive well. In the wes­
tern counhes n ~pec1c'l of grn "~rOI\S luxuriantly 
wluch closely resembles wheat. Tho mu.,kit 
grt~AS which carpels that \\ holo ~ection resembles 
oats und IS almost ns 1 alwlblu M that grain for 
stock. Wild ryo al!'lo is found in that st.>ction in 
all the bottom lands nnd nffi1rds during tho winter 
months nn inoxhnust11Jio supply of pasturage. 
Tho few attempt!! that hnvll hct'n mndo to culti· 
vnto sugar, tobacco and !lilt<, prO\O thnt thcso 
productions can b • raised with great facility, and 
will, within n short pcruxl, ht•como £>topics of tho 
country. It itl found that the sugnr cnno attains 
a larger size in Tcxa!l thnn in LoUisinnn, nnd, ns 
tho climnto is milder, n lnrgl'r pnrtion of tho 
plnntmnturn!l; consequently tlw product of sugar 
to tho nero is con~idorably greater in lhe former 
country. Tobacco hns been raised only in snmll 
quantities; but tho result hns bcl•n flnttorin~-t in tho 
extreme : tho plants attain a largo size, nnd admit 

2 
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of two or threr more cuthug ... than tn \ trgmitt. 
The flavour of this tobacco clost•l) re.,emhlc:'lthat 
of Cuba. Silk culture will pruhuhly soon cngro•a 
the attention of a lar~e portion of the ritizrnq of 
the countr) ll-'! the cltmutc is admirnbly adapted 
to this product. Tho white mulberry requires 
as little care here as an ordinar, forest tree, and 
the silk worm in enabled to co~ttinue its op<'rn­
tioru; throughout nearly tho whole yenr. \\ e 
have been informed hy intelligc•nt gentlemen that 
a species of silk worm i'> a native ofTc•xn<~, nnd 
its cocoons nrc often found in the forc~l'! of tho 
Colorado and other western tream!!, where the 
wild mulberry abounds. 

1llineral8.-Tho sections of Texas, which by 
their geological feature~ indicate that they con­
tain the lnrgo~t qunntitieq of valuable minerals, 
have been but little explorrd. The mountain 
ranges that traver~o tlw north-western ~cct10n!ll 
of the country, nrc probably connPcted with tho 
ranges of Chihuahua nnd Snnla Fe; which con­
tain valuable mines of gold and ~;ilver . A rich 
mine of sulphuret of lead has been found on the 
San Saba; and the specimens of the oro from 
this section, resemble those from Galena. Tra­
dition s tates, that tho Spaniards formerly worked 
a silver mine near this stream. An extensive 
and very valuable copper mine has been disco­
vered near tho Brazos, about one hundred and 
fifty miles from " the Fulls" on that btreom. 
Saline springs and bods of coal, arc found in tho 
vicinity of the Great Salt L ake, through which 
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the Brazos llow,, The hilly and undulatmg :.cc­
tion!:l contam rmrnon-;c bed!i ot' c:~:cr•llcnt rron ore, 
and ,·uluable quarrit·~ of frce~tono and lune!itonc. 
Bed~ of lignite and '\lines ami ,..uJphur spring~ 
nrc fount! in these section... \ ),o lr) psum, which 
is frequently rcrnurkubly tran~parcnt in tho form 
or ~ilimtc. "car thl' <:olomdo, great quantities 
of Miltccou' nurlf•rals nro ,cattcrcrl O\'Cr the sur­
fiiCl', ami, in some plncc" arc so abundnnt that 
they render tho lnnd nlnwst "tcrilc. They con­
si~t chidly of rolled )l!'hhlcs of tliut, ngntc, chal­
cedony, und qunrt1.. The !mel n·~unt nlli1rds 
hardly any mincml" worthy of nollcc. Indeed 
throughout its ''hole C\tPnt "Cttrcdy n stono can 
be found. Till' WU\'C'I of th1• (;ulf occn~ionnlly 
throw upon tho beach !<mall fragmcut,; of asphal­
tum ami punnce. On Pndu lslnnd ncnr tho 
mouth of the '> cncoq, the w.ttNs of tho gulf dur­
ing high tide.;, flow back into largo shallow hol­
low!:!, like nntnrnl puns, where tlwy ~rndunlly 
evaporate and leave tht• ~urfnce coated with a 
layer of ~nit !!I'Vcrul inches deep. ~lnny tont~ of 
salt Rt'C thu~ formed 1'\'l'ry tHtnllllt'r. 

GeolOf!!l·-'l'l'XI\~ nm~r;ls an 1''\tC'nsivo nnd nl­
mo~l mtC\plorcd Iicht of invt•sti~ntron to the g~olo­
gil!t. The impot'fPct rt•ccmnoisnnct•s thnt hnvo 
l>eon mado, hn vo lwon w hnlly cnnlirwd to tho coun­
try within two hundred tnilcs or till' COliS(. Tho 
smttll mnssC!i of gnci~<s und g r·twittl tlmt htwo boon 
found in tho Colorado in the hilly region, indi­
cate thnl tho primitive nnrl oldest scdimontnry 
rocks may be founrl ncar tho sources of thnt 
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stream i but whether in ntu, or in boulders or 
emtic blocl;«, remain~ f,u future rc <'arches to 
prove. If we rnny lx•he\'C the narration oi hun­
ter.:; an.t tmpp~>r~, ho11 t•1·er, there can be little 
doubt that tin countn cmbrac~ ullthc 1arietic" 
of gr.ologicnl formuti~us, from the primitho to 
the mo~t recent of marine and fhniatilc dcpo5its. 
The imperf•·ct <'\plorutions that hn1o I.J('cn made, 
indicate thnt ull tho sedimentarv rock• of this 
country have not been subjected io auy of tho~o 
great r evolutions tha t have broken up and con­
torted the rocky s trata in mnny other parL~ of 
Ame rica; but have been gradually deposited tn 
a tranqui l sea; and as graduully lifwd up from 
its bed, by ~omc process of nature si rnllar to tha t 
which is now elevating the shores of Scnnd•­
navia. The observations howo\'er thnt confirm 
this opimon, have been confined to the tcrtmry 
and older ~econdary fc,rmation'l. A Jon~ the coast 
a series of superficia l accumulations C'xtcnd in­
land from one hundred to one hundred and fifty 
miles; comprising the whole of the level and 
undulating rc~ion"- Tl11•se ~uperficinl accumu­
lations consist of heels of calcariouq, nrcnac!'ous 
and argillaceous <iubstancc~, ~cn<·rnlly intimately 
blended; but in many place·" thr nrcnnceous or 
argillaccow~ constitu1·nts prcdominatl', nnd whNO 
they approach the Hurfnce,cornmuuicall• n clayey 
or eandy character to the soil. Th!'sc b£'d8 vnry 
in thickness; ncar the coast they may IJo n hun­
dred feel thick ; fifty miles from tho coast they 
are about s ixty feet dPep, and gradually become 
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lc thick in tho higher portion ol' tho undulnt­
inrr region. Tho bones of tho mn tudon, and a 
s;.cic~ of fo ,iJ ciP.phant, arc lound imbedded in 
thi!! ullu1 ial formation, in tho hi:,tiH:r portions of 
the undulatin;; n:~inn. ~h .. ll l'nnilar to those 
daily throiHI upon tlu Gulf 'hun~, ure lound un­
biltlth·d in these dC(IO it , thirty feet ahui'O tide 
wnt••r, on tho :-;,111 Jacinto. Thro,o "upcrlicml 
uccumuhlthlllS rcH U(Klll a coarse nmlstcml'. In 
f;omo places in tho nninc!:l 11orn hy the ~mull 
strcnm-.., a kincl of nuu·ly or •• rotten limcstono" 
i~ limnd bcm·ath this "anrbtonc>. In tho higher 
portion.; of tlw nnclulatin~ rcgu>n, tht• sancll!tono 
protrurlcs through tho soil, n111l in many J>lact•s i'l 
seen in long inc·guhtr ridge~, 11 hil'it aru 01 idcntly 
water-worn, und rcsemhlo u rod<) ht•uch. Lar~o 
trunks of' silit•ifit•cl trt·r~, two or thri'C ft•ct in di­
nmctcr, uro found I) ing n!,•nin~t tht• ridges of 
lht'l description, n lew mile~ t·n~t of Lagrange. 
'flu!! «aml!!tmw 1uries grently in texture. In 
Home plnces it ,,. cotn()O"ed of coarso t-nnd~ and 
comminuted Hhc•ll!j, nnd cnclo~e>l rollod siliceous 
pebble~. In ol her>~, it is qtnto fino grained, and 
resemble!'! frN·~Innl'. 

\hovo the urululnllng re~ton, nncl nt tho di~­
tnnce of from onP hundred to nntl hundrccl nnd 
fifty mtlc!'l from tho coast, the M'Condnry rock11 
uppcnr nbove the Hurfi1ce. 'fhl'y nrc a rranged 
in Rt rnfR nearly hori:r.ontnl and confnrmnblo form­
ing hills with flnl Htunmit!l, four or fl\ O hundred 
fcot high. These Htrnl!l consi11t chiefly of lime­
~toncs, contnllllllA mtmcrou<c MAnn i~ fossils, 

~-
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amooa which are stellerida ammonites, oo.ntili, 
and bivalves, belonrring to tho genera pecten 
ostraea and gryphuc:. Whether thc-..1 rock'l be. 
lona to the cretaceous or oolitic !.J'tcw~, or to 

o I . '1'1 both, future rc enrche:; mu~t t ctermanc. aat 
they belong to one or both of the~ group:o may 
be inferred from the fact that they contain tel· 
lorida. The soft, white lirne"tones on the immc. 
diate border:~ of the undulating region", appear 
to belong to the cretaceous group, and indeed 
several of these limestones are called chalk by 
the settle rs. Nodular masses of a ron pyrite!! aro 
contained in these limestone strata. Tlw tabular 
bills further inland, and tho greater andurntion 
and compactness of the sandstone~ and lamestones 
in that section, indicate the oolitic ~oystem. Tho 
geographical extent of these ~ystcm~, will be tho 
subject of future investi&rntion. Tho few facts 
tha t have been ascertained, induce tho bolicf, 
that the cretaceous system extend!! from tho 
banks of the Rio G rancle, ncar R ovilln, cast. 
wardly and northwardly hy Dexnr and Bn.~trop, 
to the sources of the ~eches; thence turn!:l west· 
wardly and northwardly to the feet of tho Pinta 
hills, between the source11 of the Snn Saba and 
Colorado; and curvc11 northwardly nncl cnst· 
wardly from them, towards tho f!Ource!l of tho 
Brazos; the line thus formed resembling a syckle 
with it~ handle bent backwards. Probably tho 
whole extent of country cw;twnrd of this line is 
covered with superficial accumulation!!, similar 
to those of the level and undulating regions bor-
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dering the coast. This i merely inferred, from 
the statement~ of hunter;~ ond ronl!rrs who haYe 
trn\·e.-..••d thi!! e~tf'n>~i ,·e ~Pet ion of T cxos. They 
nil cuncur in repn•,enting thi-t region os a ICH!l 
or undulating courllr). in '' hich ore many prni­
rces anti catterccl gro' cs of mu~quit, po~t-onk, 
nnd other timber. Con'-I'CJUCntly its ~urfncc rc­
&Cmblcs tho unc.lull\ting region ncar tho cou~t. 

Gcntml rtmCirk.,.-From the obmo mentcon­
ed facts it appears, thot the whole !:ection of 
Te:<ns lying "ithin two hundred mile'l of tho 
const, nnd perhaps further inland, hus been 
grndunlly uplifted from the bed of on ancient 
sea, into which the great rl\ er'l of the country, 
and pos~ibly nt~<ome former day, eYcn the \lis­
si.,~ippi also, poured thciT waters, charged with 
the detritus of tlw sl'condnry rocks. This detn­
tus wns g roduolly depositcci in sedimentary hcd'l 
ot the bottom of thi 'l sen, ond gnulunlly deltns 
similar to those of the '•le nnd Po, wero formed 
at tho rnouth'l of the pnncqml ri\'enl. Theso 
doltus nt length uniting limned tho Ruperfieinl 
accumulation;~ of thr level nnd undulnt111~ rc:.t ion~. 
Tl)is opinion i,; still furthc•r confi rmed by tho 
fact, thnt tlw soil<~ in tho Yicinity of each of the 
great river~, nro distingm~lwd ·hy tho pcculinr 
ingredient'! of the 1:0ed irncnt!l hroll'~ht down by 
the greatunnunl frc'lbel!! of tlw prc•,rnl clny. In 
the vicinity of Red Hivcr,thc ~oilcs 110 red even 
many miles from thnt !'lrcnm, lhnt those srctcon11 
arc styled the "RedlnmJq." In tho vicini ty of 
the Colorado, cxtrn~i,·e heels or ~<ihceous pebbles 
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are found scattered abroad over the country sc~c­
rol miles from this -.trcam, and even on low hill 
now far above the reach of its qre:\tc,t annual 
freshets. .\ superficial examiner mi!!ht be in­
duced to nttrihutc thc,c hed"~ to n " tlil"' ial" 
agency. l ntlcccl upon n ~uperficial l'\lllllination 
one might reudily infer, that a mighty cum·nt 
of '~atcr sullicienll) powerful to 1!\\ 1:1'1' omiUrd 
immense volume!! of mud, sand and ,tunc><, HIT)'· 

ing in size from mere grain~, to lnr~o pa\ mg 
!Stones, ho.s ut some former period dclugl'd this 
section, and deposited the present ~oil upon tho 
sandstones and marly limestones IIClll'ath. But 
a more careful cxnmination will Qhow, thnt tho .. c 
rolled pebbles nrc sdiceou~, and nrc prcci~dy 
similar to those that llnc the banks of the Colo­
rado, and arc sti ll brought down by its fn·shet ... 
It is evident therefore, that while this ~t·ction 
wa.:; merged beneath the water!' of tlw nncient 
sea, which once extended over tlll'~c hill,., the 
Colorado even in that distant period, conveyed 
the same matcrinl!i to form its ancient dcltn, that 
it docs at the present day. 'l'hl'sc material'!, 
which were at fin;t deposited on the bl'cl of the 
sea, were swept from place to place by the ma­
rine current!!, and now, since the wnti'N havo 
retired, appear upon the summit!! of hi lls nt 11 

distance from the stream whose ng!•ncy HwepL 
them from their pnrent beds. T oo little is known 
however, of the geolobry of this section, to au­
thorise speculation ; and further fnct11 mn11t bo 
elicited and laborious investigations rnarle, before 
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any one can decide with cor•fi lcnce whether fiu­
vinlllc, dilu,·inl, or othcr cau 'i hnvc imparted 
the present coufiJurutlon of tho surl:tce to thi'i 
country. 

Cltmatc.-The climate i~ so uniform!} tom­
pernio that tho ordinar} clothin!! worn in tho 
New England nnd '[idtllc • tales of thl• "Union" 
is used by the i nhabitnnto~ ns their ordinary clnth­
ing. Tho !'umn1er ~kiPs nrc rcmnrknhly cleor 
and qercno, and aru ot:cn. ionnll) di1er~•fied by 
towering piles of cumuli or " thunder clouds," 
cnroormg along tho water courses nnd shedding 
down gentle rcfre!lhing showers. Tho heat of 
summer is seldom oppressive, ns a sea breeze 
springs ench morning olmost as regularly as sun­
rise, 1nc reaqes in strength until about two or 
three o'clock in the oficrnoon, nnd gradually de­
clines towards sunset. Tho nights are quite 
cool. Tho winter resembles n protracted " ln­
dion summer.'' It is howe,<'r di ,·en.ified by a 
fow blenl< piercing " norther~," which oro sin~u­
lar peculinritie'l in thc climnto of T c--:ns. They 
pro1•nil between the month!-! of '\ove mbct· and 
April , nnd gcncrn11y succcccl a season of ruin and 
southerly winds. Thc~e winds commonly hut·sL 
forth ~o suddculy thnt the first notice of their 
advent i11 n violent ,::u'lt lhnt almost chccl<s respi­
ration : sovon• cold immcrlintoly fnllow~, nnd tho 
te rnpcmtnro fr~:quon~ly Iill is fifteen or twenty 
degrees in as many minute'!. The cloudq gone­
rally di sappear a fe w hours afte r their rom­
mencomcnl, lonvin~ a. c lea t· cold sky. Three 
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days is generally the extent of their duration. 
Snow is l>eldom seen, nor is icc olien formed 
more than half an mch thick. C'attle tlwrcforc 
feed out in tho pastures throughout the ''hole 
wmtcr. 

The climate of the eastern countiP-!1 or Tc~a , 
differs from that or the we:;tcrn counti •• in re­
gard to humidity. The rains 111 ca ... tcrrl Tc~M 
fall more frequently and in trreatcr abandnnco 
than in the countic!l west of the Triuit\·. It is 
probably owing to this cause, that th;! furt!~t-. 
east of this river, cover nenrl) the whuh• thee of 
the countr), and the forest trers nllninn lar~cr 
size than in other part:; of Te.\!l!l. The cliumto 
of western Tcxa~, bc111g more ariel than that of 
the easteru countic~, is con,equcutly moro 
health) · The climate of Bc\ur i'1 rlelightfi•l; 
and probably nut ~;urpas•cd b,y that of any P''r­
tion of the globe. Tlw summc,,., ar1• ncn·r op­
pressivflly warm, but are admirably ll:mpNcd by 
refreshing sea breezes that prevail during the 
warm Rca~on. Snow scarcely cvl'r f.1lls ev!·n to 
the depth of an inch; and, although mo!>t of the 
rainy weather occurs in wiutcr, tlwre nrc but 
few cloudy days. I ndeed such i~ the r<nlubrity 
of the climate in th is section, that previous to 
the revolution, there were many \ lcxicnns rc!lid­
ing in the vicinity of Bexar, who had ultninl'd 
tbe age of a. hundred years, and Htill cujoyod ex­
cellent health. 

Di&eaaea.- 'l'he diseases incident to the di­
mate of T exas a re few, and generally yield cru~ily 



to a jutliciou ro•w•dial cou~. Intermittent and 
remittent fi:vcr nrc the mo:.t common clisord<•N, 
and gcncrnlly Jlfl•mil durin!! the month of \u. 
gust, &ptcmher nnd October; thu rcmnuung 
portion of the ycnr i~ quite henlthy. Thc-t• 
fevers nrt• chicfl) i111luct!d hy long contmued ex­
po,urc to tiH• sun, ~n·at bodily filti~ur, occasion· 
ed h\ • '\t n labour. orb\' the u c ofunwholc~mo 
fool \\ htnthu n·ruiticnt tc,·er n•-ume'l a con­
gcsttvc typt:, it i'l quite d:mqt•rou<~, nnd is com­
monlr drnotuinatt•rl con!!C.'>tim fmcr. 

Pcmall'~ nrc but little subject to thc~e disor­
der", a .. their 1\\'ocntions ennhlc them In be nlmost 
con~tantly 11lwltNcd from the ~un, nnrl they nro 
~eldom n•quirccl to endure t:·Higuc. TrtL\·cllcrs 
who m>~hly H!nlurc to cro-~ the pmtrtcs of the 
country unrlcr the ~corching noonda) !o.un, nrc 
very lmblc• to contract them. Those however 
who trn\'cl on!) during thr cnrl) part of tho 
mornmg and toward~ the clo'c of t!\·ening, nrc 
seldom ~;ul~tectct! to thrir attackq, but almo t in· 
variably enjoy c~ccllent health. )fair cmit;tmnts 
during the first yrnr nficr tho1r nrriml m tho 
country, nrc linhlc to thc~e attacks, owing gcno­
rolly to carele>~~no!ICJ and inexperience. Tho 
emigrant too oftt•n immediately nficr his arrival, 
engages in labour~ nnd subject~ him~clf to privn. 
tions tenfold more I'Overo than he had been nc· 
customccl to "at home." Ilo is inn new country 
and every thin~ nround him is O"<citing and 
stimulates exertion; he hos n houso to build, n 
field to cleor and to fence, and a thousand little 
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obstacles to remove in order to render himself 
and family comfortable; conqequently he labours 
almost incessantly from dawn until late at even­
ing, forgetful that he is in "another climate," 
and that his system shuuld become ~rndually 
habituated to its influence. As mi~ht have been 
foreseen, he suddenly find~ himself prostrated on 
a bed of sickness, and attributes to the " unheal­
thiness of the climate," the disease that has been 
induced by his own indiscretion ; whereas had he 
been more cautious and patient, had laboured less, 
and been careful to provide himself with whole­
some food, he would have enjoyed uninterrupted 
good health, and been enabled to make all tho 
necessary arrangements for his comfort and hap­
piness. 

Those families that have become permanently 
settled, and surrounded with the comforts and 
conveniences of life, generally enjoy excellent 
health and expe rience probably less inconveni­
ence and are as little subjected to sickness of 
any description, as those of the most salubrious 
sections of the United States. 

Facilities of tranaporlulion.-Thcre arc few 
points in tho settled sections of T exas, that do 
not afford the planter the means of easily trans­
porting the product!! of tho soi l to a market. 
The level and undulating regions nrc intersected 
by many navi!l'nhlc streams, which ore seldom 
more thnn thirty miles apa rt. The Red River 
where it forms the eastern boundary of the coun­
try, is navigable about four hundred miles; the 
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B 1b1ne one hundred Md fifty; the Neches 1s 
no.ngable about one hundred mile ; the Trinity 
three hundred; the an Jacmto fifty; the llut'.. 
filln l>avou thirtv; the Brazos ono hundred and 
lift\ 1 00cl With little difficulty OIQY 00 rf'ndercd 
nilVI~nblo three hundr!'d mile<~; tho m Bernard 
j, IHlYi!..rnble thirty uulcs; the CMry about tho 
same d1~tancr.; th!' Colornolo ''hen tho ntft at 
il'l OIOUth 11hnll ful\e been remO'-'Ccf 1 Will be n0. \'1· 
gable one hunrln·d and fifty mtles; tho Labnca 
is nnvir.rnblc thirty-fhe mtJ,•!'I; thu Gundnloupo 
nnd nn Antonio will both \)(' nn,ignhle nbout 
fifty mtles when tho rafts at the1r mouths shall 
hnvc been removed; the ~ urcrs IS nav1gnble 
onr hundred miles; and the R1o G rnnde two 
hundred, and pos~ibly mny bo rendered navigable 
five hundred miles. The planters residing in 
the sections which these streams traverse, will 
'"'ldom be under tho neccs:sity of tran~porting 
their produce more than thirty miles. Tho 
road!'! of this country are generally mere trails, 
und during the w1nter months, aro often quito 
wet nnd muddy; in the summer nnd autumunl 
month'l thry nro generally dry nnd firm, and 
nfJi1rd the tenm~ter nlmost ns mnny facilities as 
n l\fncndnmizcd road. They will be gradually 
improved ns the populntion of tho co1mtry in­
creases; dnd doubtlc~, in n few years, tho fnci­
litieR of transportation will be extended even 
111to tho sections now unsettled and remote from 
novignblo wntorq; for wherever the Anglo Amo­
rionns h11.v~ found agricultural alluromonts suffi-

8 



c1eot to induce them to form settlement,, thev 
have never wanted the cnerg) and enterprise 
rcqui. ite to connect those settlement with n 
market. 

Population.-The population of T e:<ns IS 

variously e!'timated at from 0,000 to !'100,000. 
If we include tho Mexicans of 'nota Fe and its 
vicinity and the Indians re!<idin~ 11 itlun the limits 
of the republic, the latter e!.timate 1s probably 
not too large. Immediately previous to tho 
revolution, lhe Anglo-American population was 
only about twenty thousand; that of Austin's 
Colony, which comprised more than half tho 
population of tho country, did not exceed thirteen 
thousand. Since the invasion, the Anglo-A me­
rican population has more than quadrupled. 
The Mexicans over whom the T exian g~>vern­
mcnt now exercises jurisdiction, amounts to only 
two or three thousand ; most of whom reside in 
Bexar and its vicinity. The citize1os of Texas 
differ but little from those of the western states 
of the "Union." They arc chiefly emigrants 
from the United States. Almost 01ery city, 
village and hamlet from Maine to Florida, and 
from the Atlantic to the foot of tho Rocky Moun­
tains, has furnished its quota to the population 
of this republic: and tho emigration has been so 
equal from each section of tho Union, that it 
would be difficult to prove that the emigrants of 
any one state predominate. It has been gravely 
asserted in several of tho northern states of the 
Union, that the majority of the people of Texu 
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are n:ncgnd\:3 from the Uuikd ::itatu;. Thi~ i~ 
rnthcr n slander upon the citi:u n- of the nitt!tl 
'tntc~ than UJ)011 those of Texn , l~r if it \\NO 

true, what 11 cnmmentnry \Houltl it nflunl upon 
the m•mll chnrnctcr nf the citizt•n' 51 ill n•mninm~ 
in tlw o stnte· / If the l.m ha\'c bt•en ..., illv 
udrnini-tcrcd nnd tho people 8(l imrnurnl in tho~o 
states, that more tlllln li1rty thou-nn•l ru-.c:tls h:n·c 
l' coped from Jlhticc, it 111<1) \ury uaturnll) bo 
mferred that the eitizcns of tho nitt•d Htnws 
nru the lll03t dcpru,·cd und 'iciou~ pcopl·· upon 
thf' globa. This itllo .,Iunder 6C.llrccl) merits n 
rcfutatton. Tho fal'l is, the citizens of thi~ 
republic bciu" chiefly cmigrnnl" fmm the Luitctl 
State'!, uro ~o .. imilur in,monll:~, habits, custom~, 
ht11gunge ond mrumer::~, that 1f 11 Cltiz"n of lUI) 

one of tho~f' stntc'l were !-udtlt•nly tmn!lportecl tu 
any one of thl' Vllln~Cll of Texas, he would dl:l· 
covor no diflurcnco bct\H'entho citizen~ he wnuld 
meet and those hu hurl left ut home ; w1th, 
howe,·cr, thii oxccpt1on; if he wt•ro from " tho 
non-!!lnve-holdinl( t;tnte~," he would discoycr a 
fnw Hlnves, and 1f he were from 1\ ~ln\"c-holcling 
state he would h<• linrpriscd to find tho prOJlOI'tion 
of t~hu·c~ so amnii. There t !i onn peculiuril) in 
the character of the ClhZ<'Il'l uf Tt'\M1 thot hns 
originuted from the poht1cnl conrl ition of tho 
country. It is mnmfl'stcrl 111 the t•hivulry nntl 
enterprise which 01•ory where prcvnih;. During 
tho revolution her hostile aftitudu with regard to 
Mexico nllructcd n Iorge proportion of tho moHl 
adventurous nnrl dn rmg: pioncc r11 of tho we11t; 
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her lone star became the cynot'ure of the chival ry 
of America, and her cam~ were thron~cd w1th 
young men distinguished for courage and talents 
of a high order. l\lany of thrsc were well rdu• 
cated, and allied to the first famille!t of the Uni· 
ted States; with a self devotion only cqunll!'d 
by Lafayette, Steuben and other heroes of tho 
American revolution, they cheerfully rc~igned 
the luxuries and refinements of their peaceful 
homes, and braved the dangers and endured tho 
hardships and privations of a T e:tian camp. 
Some of them have fallen martyrs to the noble 
cause they so generously espoused; fallen with 
a fortitude and high.souled resignation that would 
have done honour to Rome in the proudest days 
of republican greatness. Many however still 
remain, ami pride themselves in the name of 
Texian. Now that the tide of war has been 
rolled back from the fertile prairies that hllve 
been won by their valour, they are turning their 
"swords into ploughshares and their spears tu 
pruning hooks," and by cultivating the art11 of 
peace and cherishing the social virtues, arc build· 
ing up for their adopted country an imperishable 
monum!'nt of notional g lory. 

It must be admilled that in thi~ republic ns 
every where else, there are muny v1cious nnd 
corrupt men. Around the grog.~>hops hr rc, us 
around those in every section of the United States, 
base and grovelling wretches congre~ato nrc 
reptiles around a putrid lake. Theee mi11erable 
beings who are as corroding cancers to the 



community in lfhich they rc ide, however hasten 
their own destruction. The "()()t'lOned chalicll" 
they daily und alrno:;t hourly clc,·utu to thetr lips 
soon hurric~ them to the grnve; nnd ns they 
silently di!!Uppcar one by ont:, 'ocicty frel~ reliov­
ed from u noxiou"~ and loath~ome burthen. 

'l'hu chL~s of emigrant,., that is now so rnpidly 
nugurnenttng tho population of Te~as, is of a 
most ro~pcctnble character. Among the emi­
grants that nrc daily nrri,ing an~ many, who 
have held high and rc~pousiblo stalton<~, nnd 
moved to tho fir!!l ranks of society in tho states 
they have left. The con~tnnt occo.-sion of such 
tndividuals to the populatton of the counlr), will 
tend to sushun n high tone of morality in S<lcicty, 
and perfect tho similitude of the institutions of 
tho republic to those of the pnrl'ltt-land. 

lndiar~.S.-An opinion hns been for sotno limo 
prevalent in tho United States, that Texas con­
tain-; many powerful £utd formidable tribes of 
Indiana, nnd that tho sett lements of tho country 
even nl n di~lanco from the frontiers, Rro con­
stantly subjected to their c(,'prcdnt inn~ . This is It 

grO!tll error. The Indian tribes of Tc.xn~, with 
the 11inglc exception of tho Communches, aro nil 
small, nnd but tho mere remnants or trihcs who 
have been driven from thei r originnl hunting 
grounds. Savage nation~ nro fur more jealous 
than civilized nntions, of noighbouring tribes 
who by their numbers or prowc<;S may become 
formidnblo ; nod it is probably owing to this 
cause tlmt Texas contains so fow snvngc tribes ; 

:l' 
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the jealousy of the Commanches on tho west and 
that of the Pawnees on the enst, has tended to 
keep a large portion of Texns even from remote 
ages almost entirely destitute of inhabitants, hko 
a border territory. The only tnbes thnt hn'e 
been permitted to remain west of the Red Ri,er, 
ore such as were too weak and too imbecile to 
excite the fear or jealou~y of the Commnnches. 
The prin;;ipal tribes now residing withm the 
limits of Texas are the Commanches, the Lipons, 
the Tonkewas, the Carancuawos, the Towac­
canies, the Toweash, the Keachies, the lemes, 
the Coshattees, the Alabamns and BedaiA, and a 
few roving Cherokees, Kicknpoos, Caddos and 
Shawnees from the United States. 

The Commanches are the most numerou!l tribe 
of T exns. They can muster about one thousand 
warriors, and their whole population amounts to 
about eleven thousand. They are scattered in 
small bands over almost the whole un~ettlrd por­
tions of Texas, but their mnin force is near the 
western border on the frontiers of Mexico. In 
consequence of their being RO widely ~cnttered, 
they can with difficulty concontrato even five 
hundred men on any of the frontier setth•mcuts 
of Texas; beyond the Rio Grande, however, in 
the almost defenceless provinces of Chihuahua 
and Coahuila, they hnvo often mustered n thou­
sand warri~rs. They consider the Mexicans 
their natural enemies, and have nlways been 
averse to hostilities with the white!. They hnvo 
committed a few depredations near Bexar and 
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other western towntl, but ha1 ina: been almost 
invariably repul d with con~idcroblo loc:q, it is 
probable they 11 ill hcreoJ\er confine their depre­
dntion~ to the )lc-,:icnn q•ttlcmcnts wet.t of tho 
Rio (; rnnrlc i where they find un enemy moro 
cowordlr thon thcmsclve", oml who has been 
lon~t nccu~tomecl to permit them to rovogo tho 
country uith impunity. 

'f'hl• Lipan'! numb<·r nhnut two hundred ond 
fifty wnrnor>~ ; thry r.Jnt!l' thl' country bel\1 cen 
tho R1o G rnntlc nml tlw Colorado i they nrc quito 
frir.ndly to tho Tl•xian• nnd ho1c often nccom­
p.'lnied the Texion r..1ngcr~ ngain~t the hostile 
Indionc:. 

The Tonkewn" number one hundred nnd fifty 
wnrnors; they nr ~ ol~fl friendly to the whites. 
They rnngo the ~nmr t·xlcnt of country os tho 
Lipnn'l, unci their littlf' encnmpmrnts nrc often 
found orljolmng. The CnrnncuOIIOS number only 
nbout forty wnrrior i they rc~ilfc nenr the Aran­
sas Bay, ancl oro a;cnrrally occupied in hunting 
or li~lun~ fi1r tho citizen, ncor Arnnsns nnd 
Copano. Tho Co .. hnttt•t•:J aucl Aln.hamns nre 
rcmnnnt" of t~mnll tribe<; who hnvo omil(ratod 
from Gcora:il\ nwl A lubamu i they nrc excccd­
mgly pac•tic "'''' inoflcnsi1·c. Th!•y number 
nhllut two hun<lrr.l wurrtor', nn•l hnl"o two smnll 
vlllo~c'i on th" Tri111ty, where they rcsidl', nnd 
oro oftf'n !>mploycd by tho CICltlors in thnt sec­
tion for tha pu rpo~os of huntins; nnd fishing. 
1'ho Bedni11 numbt>r about twenty warriors nntl 
Y{)!'emhle tho Co~hntteOR. They genornlly resido 
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on the waters of the San Jacinto, and ore ern· 
played as hunter:; by the citizen . 

The 'fowaccames and Towca~h rc-cmblc each, 
other, and arc often found a.·sociatcd in the !<a me 
villages; they number about two hundred and 
fifty warriors. They Ji,·e high up on the Colo· 
rado above tho San Saba. The Kcachie,., num· 
bcr about fifty warrior ... They formerly inhabited 
the forc:sts ncar the sources of the Trinity, but 
ha,·c been driven into the prairiei west of that 
stream ; and arc now in an oxceedmgly destituto 
condition. 

The leoics number about forty warriors; they 
reside near the sources of the Trinity, and arc 
often found associated With the Kcachies. 

The \Vacos numoor only about thirty war· 
riors; they forml'rly resided on the Brazos, 
about fifty milell above the fall~, but were dr1vcn 
from thence a few years since, and now resido 
farther up towards the Salt lnkc. 

These Indians nrc all in a very wretched and 
destitute condition. They urn genf~rnlly armed 
only with paltry bows nod nrrow!l, und arc d1·s· 
pised and often insulted with impunity by tho 
few roving Shawnnccs, Cnddos, Cherokees and 
other Indians from thn United States, who often 
frequent the prairies of Texas for game. Since 
the expulsion of the hostile Cherokees the J ndinn 
power hnr been completely brol<en ; and fifty 
well armed rangers could cnRily travcrbc tho 
whole Indian country from one Pxtremity to tho 
other without cncounterml! uny fun~c capable of 
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obstructmg their progress. Even if the Com­
munches and all the tribes of Texas were united 
in hostiliues agninst the citizens of tho country, 
they could retard the extcn~ion of the frontier 
1wttlcments only for u brief period; for the citi­
zens hn\'e bt·come "O fully con\inced of tho 
weakness and cownrdtce of the~o Jnd10ns, that 
they now rather despt~e than fl'ar them. Tho 
fact that they nrc chi<'fly nrmrd wllh bows and 
arrows, indicates their wcnkne<~s and imbecility, 
and pro\es that they cannot bt:come formidable 
to well armed rangers. 

Animal1.-The animals of Tl.lxns differ but 
little from those of the United totes. A species 
of tiger is found in the western port, diffcrrnt 
from the cougnr or catamount. It is spotted, 
and resembles the Bengal tiger in nlmost every 
respect, but is smaller. It is about tho size of 
the catamount, and is probably allied to the Jn~­
uar of South America. A fipecies of leopard 1s 
also found in the western fore~>IS. The skin of 
this animal is mllRt benutifully Rpotted, ~tnd is 
highly prizrd by tho Tnc.linnll, as un article of 
ornament . This leopard is about M Iorge as n 
wild.cnt, and is commonly styled the lroparrf.cat. 
The pcccnry, or )lexicon hog, frequents tho 
forests of nil the western strenrns. A species of 
wild goat frequl'nts the mountain regions nt tho 
sources of tho Rio Pucrco. Immense droves of 
mustnngs or wild hon'!es nrc found in the western 
prnirieR. ThcFo nnirnnl11 nrc llflcn !Icon ncnr tho 
Nueccs movini in dense colum!l four or fivo miloa 
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long, anti the horses eight or ten ullretlbt. They 
are invariallly guitieti by a lender. tii tingui heti 
by his size anti strength. Thi, h:uti••r is gene­
rally white, nnd at ni!!;ht 11 hcncn•r un t•ncmy np­
pronche!i, darts oO' and is followed by the ucarc l 
of his companion,., who readily di~tiugui~h him 
by hi-; colour. The stampade, or trcnwndou.; 
tramping . OUnd made by t(lt',e (urge herds of IJIU!i· ' 

tangs, is often heard several mile!!, a lid rc cmlllcll 
the sound of distant thunder. Th1:' c willl horses 
nrc generally smaller than the dorne,tic horbes, 
but are quite fleet and easi ly tamed. The Mexi­
cans often catch them with thu lu~o. und eom­
pletely subdue them 1n a few duy:.so n~ 1<1 ll'ndt•r 
them scn iceallle as ,addle hor.;c ·. They, how­
e\·er, a rc much infc:rior in value tu tho dorne.,tic 
horses, us they arc unable to cudurc Hluch tit­
tigue , and nrc always trcnclwrous mul ~kllti ~>~h. 
Vast droves of buffitlo frequent the whul!! unb<H· 
tied portion of T exas, and n few months since 
were found in great numbl'rs in the irnru!'d1nte 
Yicinity of the capitol. The droves of the,e 
animal , often cover tho whole face of the coun­
try for rnilc>i in extent ncar the sources of tho 
Colorado and Brazos. They annually migrate 
from the northern to the southern r-.cctions of the 
country, and arc pursued in the~o rnigrution'i by 
the Carnanches und other Indians, who chiefly 
depend upon these herds for thei r food . The 
deer are so numerous , that they nrc often found 
in herds of scveralthousunds, und in many of tho 
settlement>:~, venison can be procurNJ nlmost ns 
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nmdily ns tnullon in tho ulclcr ~lute of the nion. 
Hcnr-, woh P. , foxes, nppo 11111 , hnrc ... nnd other 
similnr nnimal ·, ore found in nil the forc~t~. 
Ci>uml munhen of wild ~ecsc, bmnt, duck .. , 
nn<l other wile! fowl, frcquPnt tho prniric~ durin~ 
tho winter tncmth. . Tho 1\ ild gee~•· nro often 
found in tho prairi in 111~1 flock!!, feeding like 
sh.-ep, upon the "ucculcnt ~m~ . Wild turkep, 
grou o or prairie lwn.F,nncl IJUnils un• numcrou~. 
I nuncns•• flock~ of wild piguon~ often frequl•nt 
tlw forc~ts ni'!H the snurccs of tho Trinitv nod 
\ t·chcs durin~ the winter month~. Bee~ nrl' 
vrry numcrnui in many section , noel vnst qunn· 
titie:; of wild huney nn•procurNI from the furcsts. 
There nrr frw 1cnnmmt" reptiles or insect~; in 
thi~ country. Rntt lc~nakr~ nllllmoccns,in !<nnkcs 
nre occn'iionnlh found, hut nrc not numerou!'l. 
Scorpiort.; nrc found in the wc~tern counucs, but 
the} nrl' lmrmlc1'"· The wounds inflicted by 
these onimnl" ttrl' !'lclrlom more scvcrr thon tho 
wounds inll1ctrd hy the bumhll'·l>~•e. There IS n 
swgulnr IIIIIP nnimnl found in the prnir1es of this 
country, thnt i!'l considcrl'd n grcn t curio~ity by 
the cmigront!'l from the nurthern slntc!'l, It ill 
styled tlio horned fro~, nnd i:; nbout the !lizo of 
an ordinnry fro~. It is n ~pecies of li7.ntd, but 
its tail is so srnnll, thnt the nnimnl nppcnrs more 
like n frog thnn n lizard. It hnli four little pro­
tubornnccR lil<e horns on the top of Its head, nnrl 
it11 back is sorrnted with protubornnrr<~ Rimilnr 
to those on the back of the nlligntor. Jt is of a 
dark, greyish brown colour, run- with grent ru-
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pidity, and 1s ofien, when een running in the 
grass, mibtaken for the ground sparrow. 

Great numbers of excellem fi:.h frequent thn 
bay:i and ri\·ers of this country. Among theso 
are red fish, grumhqu()lt, mullt>t, ~ea perch, SPa 
trout, &c. The red fi~h are often 1:nu~:ht in 
great quantitie". They are nlx>ut tho size of 
cod fbh, anrl arc highly estecrncrl by the inhabi­
tant... Butr.tlo and cat-fi!lh are fimnd in nil tho 
r•vers. Turtle nf a very lnr~c size ore found oo 
the coast. I mmcnt;e bed~ of excellent oy~ters 
are found in Galvetston bay, and in most of tloo 
inlets of the coast. The ~rent quantitie of 
game that have always been found in this coun· 
try, induced thf' Indian<~ to .. tyle 11 "the happy 
bunting ground." 

AfiniotU.-Among the numerous objects of 
curiOtsity in Texas, there are none that strike tho 
traveller more forcibly than the "old mic;sions" 
which are found in various section'!, but chiefly 
on the western streams. These ancient edifices 
are of mOSiiive stone, and re~emble the feudal 
castles of Europe. They were erc·cted by the 
Spaniards shor1ly after the conquest of Mexico 
by Cortez.; and several of th<'m aro cof'vul with 
the oldest cities of the United States. They nru 
nearly all built upon the same plan, consisting 
generally of a church in a fort . Among them 
the Alamo in Bexar, San Josu and Conception, 
situatud a few miles below that city on tho San 
Antonio, Espirito Santo near Goliad, and Refu­
gio, are the most noted. There is aleo an old 
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mis-;ion ncar :=;,111 Augu,-tinc, nnd uno on thl' San 
~tlba. It i' singular that wherever thCl'•) dilnpi­
clntcd edifices arc found nl n diutnnce from tho 
scttlornonts, tmdition has olrno:.t ill\urinbh· as,;o­
ciatcll them with vnluablo mines of gold or-sih·cr. 
lt is said there is nn oxcccdiugly vnhmhlo llilrcl' 
mine u.cur th'! mis,.ion on the San Saba. Tho 
f:Culol?ical lcnturos of tho country do not nuthor­
J~c tlus conclu~ion however, n'i the rocks hCHl 
belong to the seconclnry formation; chiefly to the 
most recent scconclary groups, agreeably to the 
best information nt pre$cut obtained. Tho only 
specnncns of oro which w•' luwo seen from tho 
Snn Sabtl nrc iron pyrites nnd sulphurot of lend; 
we doubt therefore whether nny largo qunntitiet~ 
of silver have ever been procured from that ~ac­
tion. We have boon inlimnl'd by intolligcntnnd 
respcctnhlc gentlemen of :-Inn Augustine, that 
there i~ a valunblo golcl mhw o.t tho old mission 
on Ayish bayou, n lew miles below that town, 
nnd it is gonornlly bclicvccl by lhc citizens of 
that section that vnst qunutities of gold wcro 
formerly procured hy the Spaniards nt thnt plnco. 
The ~eologist howevOJ' would as rcndrly look fbt· 
gold rn 1 ho chnlk clifls of Englund 1111 in any sec­
tion of that county. It appears tho Spanittrcls 
crcctNl these buildings, n>~ much fur tho purpose 
of proter•ting minin:.r companies, ns fur that of 
extending tho tt·no fllith; and tho numerout~ ox­
cnvation~ found nonr them, prove that while tho 
pious fnthers with tho sword in one hand nnd the 
flihlo i.n tho other, wore gathering tho wild bands 

II 



of the prame to bow at the !<hrine of the holy 
virgin, the laymen were ns dili:!cntly working 
their way tO\\ ards the re~ions of Pluto. 'J hcso 
exca,·ations have evidently been mnde at mndom, 
and were undoubtedly directed by ignorum·c ttn(l 
caprice. Probably the "dhinintr rod" wu~ tho 
principal instrument employed by thn nn•riciou>~ 
miner, in hi>~ idle attempts to find vnlunhlc hcds of 
ore ; doubt lesi therefore he 111 nliJlo ... t CH'r)' in­
stance found his cupidity rewarded hy tlw di co­
very of beds of marine shells, in'lt<'ud uf glittering 
\'Cins of J!Old. 'l'ho largo num~r of o:xca\'ations 
of this kind, that are found ncar thc n odili<·c<~, 
has probably given rise to the traditions of ><ihr:r 
and gold mine'! nrnr Bexar and oth1•r plnr.r.!'l. 
Some of thrse editiceq rxhibit much architectural 
taste and beauty. Tht•ir mn~sive towers ri~ing 
in !<olitary grandeur arnid the d<Jep forr.sts of the 
we~l, form a singularly intere!Hing feature in tho 
scenery of that flection. Many of thes1~ tO\\ ers 
arc crowned with wild shrubbery. Some nro 
found in lonely wastes now traversed only by tho 
Indian and wild herds of the prairie. Others 
rise amid cultivated fields, and nrc surrounded by 
chec:>rful villages, and give to tho land~~eupes an 
European charncter. An Itolinn, ,!,Tilzing at tho 
selling sun over the dilapidated walls of Concep­
tion or Snn Jose, mig ht well imo,.ino thnt ho wns 
in his own bright clime, where s~nilur sl ructurcs 
designate the sway of supers tition and folly. 

Political condition.-The present political 
condition of Texas evinces the most general pros-
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perity, and indicates the briglate t prospects for 
the future. ..\It hough he is still nominally nt 
unr, her citizen nro cr~uyin~ nil the ble,..,rngs 
of peace, nn•l nru ttuictly pur:-uin~ their respec­
tive U\'ocntiun , with 011 much :.rcurity tlnd confi­
dence us tlw citizen~ of any of the ::States of the 
Lruon. I\ either the Indian~ on tho one hand, nor 
tlw '\le:~:rcan!l on tho other, uny longer excite np­
prehensrun or ulnrrn. Since the e\pulsion of tho 
ho!jtile Cherokees, the furmur hun) been com­
pletely humbled. Tho few who remain hostrlo 
ore rww in the mo-t de-.titutc condition, und 
driven lil<tl timid deer from place to place by I ho 
ndvuncin:t band'! of pioneer~, whoso log cabins 
form n lrnr of fortifications ulong the \\ holo fron­
tier. '\l t•\lco irult•ocl continut's her periodical 
threat~, u~ t~hu lms done during the lost four 
ycnrll i but \1 rth 110 inh ntion or carr) ing them 
rnto cllcct. Tht•y ~enc as C\ct•llcnt pretexts lor 
rai~ing the tn\CS rl'ftursrtr to sustnin tho olliccrs 
of ~owrnrnt•nt at horne, anti tlwy nrc prohnbly 
intcmh•d rather fur thr~ puqlo~t·, thun to do Ill­
JUry ahroatl. Shl' IS tuo \\'I'll nwure or her own 
WCIIklll'' 1, nntl uf the llllnlt'IISO nt:Ce!'sions lhnt 
han! lwen rnnch• tn tlw li1rccs of TPxns, since tho 
battle nf Han Jncrnto, to hnznrd nnothcr invasion, 
thnt must nt·crq~IIIIIY result not only in the dc­
~eat nnd ruin or th;• forces rngngt;d, hut ulso 
JOopnrdizn lwr uwn 1'1\lcty. \\hen she ottcmplcd 
tho conquest of Te\ns in 18:10, nil her provinces 
wcro united untl hor whole power concentmted 
more cficctunlly thnn it hos bcon ut uny period 
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~incc: now that .rovcntl of her pro\inccs at oppo· 
site extremities of the rcpuhlic, arc in n stuto of 
open rc\"olt, ontl her furc•.·s broken nno c.nttered 
in different cctions, it is idle to supposo that she 
will uguin ,·cnture to itnudc Tcxn~. whose mili­
tary ~trength and re~ourceS' arc tenfold greater 
thnn they were during the pre\ ious imusion, 
which wus so ea~ily n.:pelled. \\ere fhc even 
to hazard an attempt of this kind, it wiJuld indi­
cate in her rulers 0. degree of m.Qhneas oonleriug 
ou insanity. Texas has now a na\)' that com­
mands the whole Gulf, and Mexico durcs not t~et 
a !Jingle armed ve$seluflonl beyond the limits of 
her own harbours. If requisite, Texas could 
easily muster an army of twenty thousand men; 
a force that with tho co-operation of her na'l-y 
could roll the cur of conquest far beyond the Hio 
Grande, and po~~ibly overturn the prescntdynn~ty 
of that unhappy country. Sho prclhs how<•ver 
the quiet cnjoymcut of the advuutages ~:~he hns 
already secured, to the uncertain allurements of 
conquest. In tho meantime her government in 
tho pursuit of a wise and liberal pohcy iJI endea­
voring to diflit~c the bles~ings of peace ut home, 
and tf> cxlcnd her commercial relation::~ abroad. 
The hlws arc nrln•iuilitcrcd wilh a prompllte· J 

and cllicicncy, that afford the most perfect t;CC'II· 

rity of person uud pl'opcrty. llor public 111011 by 
stimulating ontCJ prise and encouraging puhlic 
and private virtuo, indicate that !hoy aro duly 
imprcb~etl with the convictiou, that politicul in 
egrity and well directed human industry arc the 
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essentinl elomentli of nntionnl proRpcrity. Those 
who doubt the stnbility of the government of 
Texa~, hnve hccn ignorant of the tmc character 
of her citizen~. It i;~ ~>ufficicnt to know, tlmt tho 
great mn.~~ of tho citizen!:! of thi~ republic arc 
Anglo-A mer•cnn!-1, to know that her ci' il and 
poli tical in~titutiOnR nrc permanent and stable. 
A celebrated Grecian philo~opher, when nsl<cd 
what wa'l gained by the study of philo~ophy, re­
plied, " rr the law::~ were nil abolished, tho truth 
it inculcates, would induce men to net n'l if tho 
laws wore st1ll in forC'e." lt is thus with tho 
Anglo-Amoricnns; educntiou hns so hnbituntcd 
them to the n•strninl'l of civil discipline, that 
wherever communitic" of them nrc formed a 
"system of common luw" springs up spontnno­
ou~ly; nnd they net even from habit ns if they 
were controlled by lf';:tn l enactments. It was 
thus with tho people of Toxns, during the revo­
lution ; although a stuto of complete anarchy 
prevailed throughout tho republic, for no lnws 
were promulgated or in force, tho citizens nctcd 
ns if they were controlled by tho laws of the 
parent-land. Those factll should be sufficient to 
convince tho most sceptical with regard to tho 
permanency of tho government of T e.xns. Stn· 
bility is overywhero trncod in her political sys­
tem in chnractors of adamant. 
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AUS'l I~ COU~TY. 

Tut!! county i;~ bounded north by Wnshinglnu 
county, cast by Unrris and l\tonlgonlt'ry COUll· 

tics, south hy Fort Bend county, ond west hy 
Colorado and Fayette countie~:~. The Little Coney 
forms part of its northern bound11ry, nnd the· 
main fork of the San Bernard part or its WOS· 

tern boundary. 
Austin is entitled to one representative, nurl is 

comprised in the senatorial district with thu 
counties of Colorado and Fort Bond. It limns 
a part of tho ~tecond judicial di trict. 

b'trcam1.-1'ho llrazos flowrJ throu/.!h the 
eastern part of thi:t county. Its prirlt'ipnl wes­
tern branches nrc tho Little Caney, .:\1111 Creek, 
and \V'illiam!!'!!C'rcel<; a few ">malleast(•rrt hranch· 
cs of the San Bernard flow through the western 
part. The water of all these crcel<!f, c~p•!cially 
that of \fill Creek, is sweet and wholesome. 

Suiface.-This county is uniformly lcn•l Ill 

the south, hut gently undulating 111 the north. 
All the streams, even those quite small, nrc lined 
with forests from a few rods to three or lour 
miles wide. Tho retnaindcr of tho county ill an 
open prairie. 

Forest 1'rees.-Thcso aro principally live 
oak, white, red and post oalc, pcccan, cotton· 
wood, aah, elm and holly. 



Soil aml Proclurtio111.-Thc soil of tho north­
ern and cu:.tern portion is of un excellent qunlity, 
) icltling in ordinary sen sons, of corn GO uu~hels 
to tho nero ; of cotton from 500 to cOO lbs. of 
ginned colton ; of tiWCCl potatoes 300 bushels; 
Iri>~h 200 lm hcb; two crops of these lu~t nrc 
frcqueutly rni-.cd iu one :.cason. The soil of tho 
wc:stl•ru nncl southern part is somewhat ~;andy 
nnd much less prl){luctivo tlmn tho cnstorn por­
tion. lletwet•n tho Han flcrnard nnd tho llrazos 
is 1111 immense open prairie, tho ~;oil of which is 
better adapted to pasturage tlllln til[agc. Hyo, 
oat~ unci millet thrirc well; nnd peaches, figt:~ 
nml melons arc pr<vluced in abundance. 

7'owtli.-Tho principal ~ttlcments nrc along 
the J\1 ill and Caney Crcel<s, nnd tho 131'tlzos. 
There ar·o no largo town!!. ~an Felipe de Aus­
tin, the count)' sellt and formerly tho capitol of 
the Bruzm1 .Jurisdiction, is situnted on tho west 
bank of the Hrnzo~ nt tho north-cast corner of nn 
extensive prairie about 70 miles nbovo Columbia. 
It contained GOO inhabitants nt tho commence­
ment of tho wnr: on tho appronch of tho i'llexi­
cruJ army it wns fired hy ouo of it~ own citizens, 
who Pnrthiml like, preferred to hohold hi>~ homo 
n desert rather than tho shelter of o. tyrant. lt 
is now alowly rising from its 1·uins, and promises 
to nlluin its former sizo iu tho courso or 0. fow 
years. 

Tho inlmbitnnts of this county uro mostly sot­
tier!! from tho southern and wcstCJ'Il states of tho 
lJuiou; muuy, ltowovor, ure from Now Euglnnd. 
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They generally enjoy excellent health, especially 
those re,.ioing on the San Bernard, the Caney, 
1\Iill and Williams's creeks. The whole popula­
tion of the county is about 5000. 

B.ASTROP, FOR:\JERLY :\fiN.\ COUNTY. 

Boundaries.-This county is bounded as fol­
Jows.-Bcginning at tho La Bahia crossing of 
the Colorado river, and runfting west with tho 
La Bahia road to the Labacca river; thence up 
said river to its source; thence along the ridge 
that divides the waters of the Colorado and Run 
Marks to the foot of tho mountains; thence with 
said mountains in a south·eastern direction across 
the Colorado to a ridge divid ing the Colorado 
and Brazos rivers; thence with said ridge in a 
south.eastern direction to tho La Bah ia road; 
thence with said road to the beginning. These 
boundaries have recently been modified by the act 
creating Travis county. 

This county is entitled to one represen tative, 
and is comprised in tho senatorial district with 
Gonzales, Fayette and Travis. It forms a part 
of the third judicial district. 

Suiface.--Nonrly tho whole surface of this 
county is generally undulating; there arc a few 
ranges of low hills in the northern part.-The 
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slr~111 aro gcncrnlly ekirte<l with broad rnn;cs 
of forcsLE, hct\\ ccn which nrc scattered innumcr­
ui!Jc mall and beautiful prnirit• . 

. Soil und l'roductioru.-'l'ho soil is grncrnlly 
1cry rich nnd pnxlucthc, consisting in part of a 
\'l:ry deep black mould, intermixed with bluck 
sand, producin" largo croJlS ofcorn,cotlon, wheat, 
rye, oats nuot"' sugar cane. l•uli~v grows in 
nbu111lnnco spontannously. : '\ l'ral Ynricties of 
o:.ccllcnt grapes nhound in tho forests :>k1rting 
tho strcam"J.-'l'ho irish uml s11ect potntoc ) iclu 
astonishing crop , nml uttnin nn c"ccllenco 
CCJUallcd by thoso or but low counties in T c:<U!!. 
There i11 nlso n species of bulbous rootcu grass 
nbouudin~ in tho prairies, which liu-nishc~ nn 
incxhnusublo source or rood lu innumcr.lblc herd:~ 
of tmiuc. 

Strcamr.-Thc Culorndo flows through this 
county •u•nr tlw middlt·. Its cnur c i::~ gcncrnlly 
from norlh-cnsl tu t~outh-wc t. ll i · u deep, rnpid 
litrcarn or clear, pure, wholesome ln\lcr, about 
ono hundred y•mls broad, n:\\ ignhlo through tho 
whole ctxtent ufthc countY, li1r smullt<tcnm!Joat~. 
The hani<B nrc high mul ~l'ltlom O\Crlluwctl. 

Ba trnp, tlw county scat, is plcasnntl) situated 
in an clclutPtlulltl rcnmrlmhly hcnllh) prniriu nn 
the left hank of the Colnnttlo. nbuut thi rty-fh·o 
null'~ below the mountnins, a111lthc :;nmr 1li~tnnco 
above LtL Bahia cro~~ing. lt1:1 rcHmrl<nhly lwul­
lh) nnd Cl'llt ml pnsi tiou will necessarily secu re 
fut· it in tl low ycur.; n mnlt uml imporlttnco 
l'tpmllccl by but two or tlnco cities in tho 1·rpuh-
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lie. Tho e:ttcnsive and rich vallies of the San 
...,aba and Colorado abo,e, offer so mr1ny cnticin:t 
allurcrn nls to em•grant .. , that lla~trop mu I 
within a ,·cry short period, become the ccutrc of 
one of the mo:il populou:; and producli\c section:~ 
ofTcxa:~ . 

.illintral&.-Largc quantities of iron ore, and 
many qunrrie~ of cxccllcnl " building stonc!1," 
nrc found in this county, also beds of lignite. 
Great numhcrs of siliceous pebble:! nre found 
scattered over thr surface of the county 111 many 
places. The rocks arc of tho secondary forma· 
t1on, and arc chicny limestono and sand:stonc. 
Beds of excellent marl arc found in many parLs 
of the county. 

BEXAR COUNTY. 

TmR county is entitled to two reprc~entnti\'cs 
and one sl'nntor. IL forms a part of the fourth 
judicial district. 

Thi!i cnunty i!'l a portion of tho former juriH­
diction of Rr·mr; its boundaricR hn.ve not vet 
been defined. Thi 'l description will b!' confined 
to the lli'CI ion of cnuntry compri'led bl'twct!n the 
valley of the Rio Frio nnd the eastern borrl1!r of 
the valley of Cibolo, embracing tho vnll<'y~:~ of tho 
.Medina, the San Antonio and tho Cibolo, which 
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lor fertility of soi l, salubrity of clunnte and bcnu­
hful scenery, may be con-.idcrt•d tho garden of 
Texu•. 

Sru:firrr.-Tho whole Sl'Ction is n continuou!l 
~rrat uf umlulution, forming \\hut i>~ tcrm<'d the 
rollin~ pruiric, cxcrpt a smnll portion nt tho 
north n lew mile:; nbo\ll Bt•'tnr where n range of 
hiii4C\temls from n.>rth-cn'lt to ,oouth-wc,ot, aero~~ 
the countr), forrmnf.! n d11 icliug ridge between tho 
Guudnlupc ond ~lcdinn. T he stn•ruwi arc grnc­
rolly l111cd with nurrow uorder>~ of forctit~. Tho 
rcmuindcr of the county i:i open, nnd dcc•>rntcd 
wtth numorouc: l'Cilttcred nlii"~CJIIit trees ond post 
oak gron·~ 11 hich generally crown tho l:iummits 
of the rolling swell~. 

Strrtii/1&.-Thc San Antonio, ;\[cdinn, Cibolo 
nnd Snlndo nrc the ptincipal !<trcoms. T ho Sun 
Antonw i~ formed from four c;pring!'l 11 hich issue 
from tho foot of n smoll rminf'ncc four or Iii o 
mile~ nbo10 Dcxor and uniting their wntcrs nboul 
n rnilc 1Limvo tho city, form n rj1er fifty ynrds 
wide nnd four or fi1c feet derp; thi!! :;trcnm is 
\ Cry rapid, it nows OVLr 1L pebbly bed nnd its 
wntrrs nrc rcrnnrknbly puro und 11 holcsomo; 
such '"their trun!lpurcncy thnt smnll fish mny ho 
~ecn diRtinctly at thr depth of ten feet. Tho 
Mcdi rm is n hundred mile~ longer than tho Snn 
AntoniO; above its junction 11 ith thiN strea m, it 
is however quito unrrow, being genornlly lo r n 
hundred miles nbovo its mouth ouly a few ynrds 
wido ; it is n slu,~Zgish strcnm flowing over n 
marly bod. Tho Sibolo resembles the Medina, 



but is con idcrnbly smaller; itllows O\'Cr n rocky 
bed, and its wnlcrs nrc rcmarknhly dear and 
'' holesom~". The Salado is a short mpitlstrcarn, 
llowing O\'Pr a marly hed; its \\at.cr ,like nil tho 
streams of thi.i section, nr~ sweet, clear nutl 
wholesom!,'. 

Towns.-Bexar,• the county scat, is the only 
town. It is situated on both sides of tho l-'.111 
Antonio, about twenty miles uhovc its junctir111 
wtth the i'\1rdinn, and is one of tho oleic I towns 
in \ orth Amorica, conlainin~ many unr.i<·nt 
structures which recall to mind its rormr.r trn•nt­
nc~s, and tho many vieis.-<itudes of lortunu which 
have eharnclcrizcd il:l ~ingulnr n111l intcrc tin:; 
history. It contained a few years since ei~ht 
or ten thousand inhabitants, it<.~ present popula­
tion is only about one thou~and . Nuturc see111s 
to have destined it to become one of the fimt 
cities or America. 

The .\ lamo i'l Rituated at tho north-cast part 
of the town on th~ left bank or the river. I t is 
a htrgc oblong walled enclosure contaiuinp about 
an acre of ground ; the wall is about ctgl)t or 

• There ie 11 trndition prevalent in Tc·xn~, that ll~xor 
derivca ih nnmc from tho Spaniah word A/,,j,, nnd thnl 
it wne npplicd to this town in cona,·qucncc of rl swnrm ot 
bees having formed their hi\'O in tho •tccplo of tho gr~•nt 
church ul tho preci110 period thntthe firHt Angfo.i\mcri. 
cane settled in 'l'oxns; tho trndition nlso ~tutr-1 thnt tho 
bees hnd never been seen in the country previous to thi~ 
idcnticnl period. 'l'hcro is probably more of rornnnco limn 
truth in this trni!ition, oa tho tronHotlnnlic nrchotypo ot 
Bcznr h11.• existed in old Spain for ecnturic '· 
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ten feet high unci three lect thick. mcc the 
fall ofTrnvis ond his heroic band, 1t hns been 
diqmantled; nnd no longer n furtrc~<~, it remains 
to de.signnto the Thcrmopylm ofTcxu~. 

Heluw Hc,ar scnttcn:d ulong- tho banks of tho 
ri,·er oro 1mmv largo and bc:ultiful cdilices, built 
of ma~-•vo tone. They nrc ~tylc..cJ .\fi~,ions, und 
gcMrnlly con~ist of n fortrc~;;; tuul n church. 

Tho ,\[i ions of <.:u:...c•J:I'l'JO:\, 8 .\:'\ Jo,,: nnd 
S.'\X Jt .\N nrt! thn most noted. Tho former hn!l 
gi\"eu it~ name to tlot• battle fought ncar it on tho 
2ith of Ociohcr, 1 ~;;; in which a Ioree of 
ninety-two Tc•,ian unclcr tho commaml of :Fun- • 
nin und llu\\ ie, clcfcatccl n detnchment of the 
'lc:~:icnn unny, nmountin~ to more than three 
hundred cu\"nlr) mal intimtry. The tu~s of the 
Toxinns in thi>~ en~\·n~cmcnt, \\II" ouly one mnn 
killed. That of the enemy, n!'nrly one hundred 
killed ond wounded. 

l\lo~t of the inhabitnnts of thi<~ county nrc of 
Me:~: icon de~cent. Emign1uts from tho· eastern 
part of Tcxns ami the uitNI :-:;tales oro now 
continually nrrhin~ with thrir tiuuiliP~, nnd thoro 
is every rcn.,on to hcliC\'C thnt in u few Jl'l\r!l 
this county \\ill contnin n more tlcnc;o populutiou 
thnn nny otlwr portion of Tt•'\n<~. 

Jlli111 ral n rnt1 r.•.-'\enr the Cibolo about 
tlmty-thrco mile~ from Bexnr, '" n mim•ml 
spnng, its wutcr!l hn\'c fur ngc .. hN•n held in high 
estimation by tho nhorigincs li.n· tlll'ir mcdkinnl 
qunlihe~. 

lllincral8.-Grent qunntltic11 of limestone nrc 
5 
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found in all parts of this section ; flint and cvcrnl 
Yarietics of sand ... tone abound on tho ~an .\ ntonio 
and C•lx•lo. Here arc abo numerous beds of a 
nawral cement, rc-cmhlin~ »lacked limo: '' hich 
wlwn furrurd into wortar, becomes hard 8$ stone, 
and is much U"•·d us a buildin~ material. 

Soli and Productiomt.-Tho soil con<~ists 
g•·ncrnlly of n dark, !';mdy, culcarcou~ loam, 
excecd111gly rich and producll\ (). , 'umc of tlus 
has been cultivated wore than fifty succ!•s,.l\0 
}CBr'i, and yet fiCOrn~ to lul\·e lo,t nono of its 
on ginnl fcrtihty. The facilities of irril{ation oro 
such in the valleys of the"e streams that the1 r 
waters may !msily be directed ovP.r n surface of 
one million of square acres, capable of produc•ng 
the most abundant c rops of corn, wheat, cotton, 
tobacco, indigo, su~ar, rye, oats, millet, and vari­
ous culinary vegetable'!; wheat was formerly 
raised in con~iderable quantitic~< . T ho mcsquit 
grass, carpets tho whole :;cction and contmues 
green throughout the whole year, furnishing 11. 

nevP.r-failing pastura!!~' · 
The nopnl or priekly pear abounds in this 

section, and often forms dense impenetrable 
hed~c~<, eight or ten feet high, and covering 
whole acres of g round. I ts fruit attains an 
extraordinary size and possesses an excellent 
flavour. 

Fore811ree8.-Thore arc few varieties of forest 
trees; tho live ol\k predominates; tho pcccan 
a lso is abundant and its fruit is cxccodingly large; 
cypress is found on the Medina, the mesquittree 
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is thinly fiCntterl"cl ovrr thl" whole county; this 
i<~ "n pc•·il!!l pf th11 locu 1 ," ~··ucmlly uh••ul tho 
izc of a p<•.1ch tree anti hcarin;; n long ,.tender 

po:l l!\lt•ct ttl 1 he In I•• nn<l uli• n u-cd hy I he 
Iudinn>~ for IO.XI; thi tr••c nl~o yield>" c\cclll•nt 
f!Urtl, like gum urahic. Bc.~iJc.; the..~, there nrc 
the red rmk nutl post onk. 

BR.\ZORI \. COLYl'Y. 

Tms county i boundr1l north by Fort-bend und 
Barn~ countir>~, ca~t by <:uh·c~ton county, qouth 
by the Gulf, and wc't hy the county of :'llula­
gordn. It is ontillrd to two rcpresentntivcli nnd 
one senator. It forms n part of tho second judl­
ciul cli-;tricl. 

Sur(uC'l'.-Tho surfuco of thi<~ county is n 
unifor'mty level plnm of nn arrc~ulorly oblong 
form, eighty rrl'ilcs lon~ nnd fifiy or !'i~t) broad, 
contnaning uhout four hmulr1•d ~<qunrc l<•n~tues. 

\\' ithan t<•u ""'"" of til<' l'llll"t, tho county i'l on 
open pnurae, de-.titulo of trCC'I, the remainder of 
the connly '" l>rnutifull)· \Uril•!!ah'd hy fon•,;ts of 
live onl< lining tl11• t<lrcnm~ which inter:;ccl tho 
prniril'!l in <•v•·ry din•cllllll. 

Soil, Produt·tioll,,, t~·c. The soi l of ncnrly 
tho whole county, exc<•ptlt t~mnll tract bordering 
tho cont~t, is vory rich and productive, consisting 
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of a deep black mould resting upon o. substro.tum 
of red Joam j t(us sub~tro.tum IS in many places 
thirty or forty feet deep ancl entirely free from 
stones; indeed there is not probably n ~tOhC of 
tbc size of a pen to be found throu;;hout the 
whole c.xtcnt of the county except those \1 hich 
have been introduced by art. :\car the coast, 
the soil is quite thin, resting upon o. bed of sand 
and shells, 1t however produces here no abundant 
crop of was!! aflorcling excellent paituruge. 
Cotton and Indian corn arc extcn!!i1ely cultimtcd 
and yield abundant crops with little labour. 
Almost all kinds of culinary \·cgctables thrive 
well. Horned cattle iocreaso in n wonderful 
manner and nrc nn immense source of wealth, os 
they require hardly any attention, and continuo 
pasturing in the extensive and fertile prairic:t and 
woodlands during tho whole ycnr. ln thi~ 
county nrc many of tho wealthiest farmers of 
Texas ; several of the!!c are from tho mo~t north­
ern states of tho Union, and hnYc rcsicl!•cl hero 
several years enjoying excellent health, thi~ 
proving that the climate is healthy. Tlw water 
of many parts of tho county ill not wholc~mo 
unlcs;; boiled or filtered. This circumstance ha:'l 
induced many plantcr11 to collect tlw rain water 
for family u~o; such lnmilics nrc almo.1t invari­
ably healthy. 

The principal Hh·enms of this county nrc ('(cur 
creek, Chocohlto bayou, Austin's lmyou, Oy!!ler 
creek, tho Brazos, the San llermlrd and Canoy 
creek. The Brazos is nnvignhlo throughout tho 
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whole county for steamboats of the largest clo~s; 
the ..,an Bcrunrd nnrl ConPy nrc nn' ignblo for 
the smoll1•r cia~~ of lltcnmboat:-;, tho fur mer forty 
and the lutlt'r thirty milt·~. 

Ro(I(L,,, 4·c.-Th!! principal roads of this 
county, nrc the road>~ leading from Voln.,.co nnd 
Quintana to Robertson\; colony through Brazoria 
and ('olumbm; and tho road>~ leading from tho 
eosl across the count), one through B ruzoria, 
another throut:"h i\l urion and Columbia to tho 
wcsl. There ore f(·rriP~ on the Drazos at i\la­
ion, Brazor1a and \ elasco, one or two on the 
San Bernard, one nt the mouth of Cane) ond two 
or three obow. 

1'o1NI8.-Thc chief towns of this county, ore 
Brazoria, V elo!>co, Qt1intana, Columbia and 
1\lurion. 

Brozoria tho county seal, is the largest town; 
il is !'ituutcd on the we:;t hank of the Brazos, 
about lwe nt) .five miles aho\'e it~ mouth, contnins 
a lmnclsome cou rt-house, :se\'erul hugo ~> loros and 
many ncnl priYitto dwellmgs. This is in a flour­
ishing condition, and will undoubtedly become o. 
plnco of ~rent importnncl.', tUJ it is si tuated in a 
remnrlmbly fc•rtilo section of country, tho re­
sources of which only require to be developed 
in order to concentrate at thi~ point on extensive 
carrying trade. Population about 800. 

Vela~Jco, sihmtod on the cast bnnk of tho 
Brazos at its mouth , is next to Brazoria in size. 
Several capitalists have located hero, and have 
given a now impulse to business. A steam-boat 

•u 



occasionally plio~ uctwccn this plnco and ;\[arion. 
Quinl.rula on tho oppos1te bank may he con.,idcred 
a part of Velasco ns the hnrbou r is common to 
both, and the river only about three hundred 
yard~ broad. If ~leamboat navigation ~ni11" tho 
ascendancy on the <: ulf, this harbour will rc•tuire 
but little improvement to render V elas<·o one of 

·the mo.~t important places on tho coast of Texas. 
Population ·100. 

Marion, &ituatcd on tho west bank of tho 
Brazos, twelve miles above Brazoria, already 
~ives evidence of l>ccoming ill! &ucce•-ful ri\111. 
Population 300. 

Columbia is beautifully situated on the cn.'!tcm 
border of an c:tten!live and rornnnllc prairie, only 
a mile nnd a half distant from Marion. Popula­
tion 300. 

In addition to tho above mentioned towns, 
there are many beautiful and flourishing sellJe. 
ments on Caney, San Bernard, Oyster creek and 
Chocolate bayou; the population of the county 
however is thinly scattered over il1:1 r~urfaco, and 
most of tho prairies arc entirely vacant. Popu­
lation about 7000. 

Natural Curionlies.-Ncar the northern 
boundary of this county twelve miles above 
Golum!Jia is a singular swelling of land about one 
hundred foot high, and a mile or a milo and a 
half in circumference, forming a Jon~ regularly 
oval knoll, which attracts the notice of every 
traveller, as it is tho only eminence which breaks 
the uniform level of the ~:~urrounding country to 
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the extent of fi,rty or fifly mile'~ on either side. 
Its singular li•rrn unci situltion hn\·c obtained for 
it tho lli~tinctin: tilll' ,.r •· T11r. ;\!01 :-.u." Thoro 
nrc two ,.imil11r bnlstnnller hillock" in the county, 
one nhout 111ic.hm\' hcll\een .\u-.tin's and Choco. 
Jato hayotb, ncar ·thu hay; tho other ncnrly mid­
way hetwct·n tlu: Brazo~ and Burnard, ncar tho 
coast; the untmil uf tho latter i!! decorated with 
several mu.;kit trcu~, which nrc probably tho 
only trr.Ct! uf this kim! in tho whole county. 

::!even mill'S bcluw Brazoria, and cast of tho 
Brozos, i!l n luke, lour or fi\'o miles long, nnd 
only two or three lnuulrOcl yards wide, ~o closely 
rcl'embltng n Jlorliun of the 13rrur.o~ in oppcuruncc, 
that there can hnrclly c:xi t n doubt that it once 
formed the bed of thi11 stream, which possibly nt 
some fnrmer day poured its \\ ntcrs into the west 
bay of Gnlvc!ilou. 

OTIJ.-The Irish potutoc docs not chango its 
nnluro by succc. "i\'O plantings, and become tho 
sweet potntoc, ns !itntcd by scvornl authors. 

or docs "the Bru7.os ovcrrJow its bankt~ in all 
ordinary st'n!IOII!i, for two-thirtl~ of tho ycnr," on 
tho contrary, in orclmary seasons thi!l ri\'cr IICI1Cr 

rises to tho top of its bunl<s by SO\ cral feet. 
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COLOR.\DO COl.::\ TY. 

• Tms county is bounded north by Fnyetto 
county, cast by Au.,tin and .\latngordu countics, 
south by .\latugorda and Jackson counties, and 
west by the county of Gon:r.ales. 

Colorado is entitled to one repre~entntive, ond 
is cornprtscd in the senatoriul distrtct wllh the 
counties of Austin ond Fort Uend. Il forms a 
part of the second judicial district. 

Surface.-This county is level a t the south 
and gently undulating ut the north; a brond open 
prairie extends from the fringing woods of tho 
Colorado to the bottoms of the San Bernard, nnd 
a similar prairie extends from thr Colorndo 
westerly to the woody fringe of the nndnd. 
These prairies like mo~t of the low country of 
Tcxa~, are intersected by deep ravine" worn by 
small stream~ through the deep bed of r1•ddi"h 
loam which extends many miles on each "icl!~ of 
the Colorado. T owards the Snn Bernnrd thc~o 
ravines nrc rather shallow, owing to tho quantity 
of :land intermixed with the loam. 

S oil and Production&.- The soil is generally 
fertile; near the Colorado and Nnvidad it is 
excellent; consisting of a rich, black mould rest. 
ing upon a reddish loam. Thcso arc frequently 
intermixed in ploughing, giving to lhc newly 
ploughed field~ a chocolate colour. The soil on 
tho Bernard being sandy, is not so productive as 
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that ncar tho Colorado; it however yields good 
crops of corn, llotatoc>~ and cotton. 

~trcam8.-'l'hc Colorado 11:1 the only largo 
river; it i~ n mpal ~trcnm of clear, \\ holesomo 
water, ubout two hundred nnd filly yards wide 
nnd ten or fi11ccn feet deep, flo\\ ing O\ er u JlObbly 
bed. Its banks uro !;Chlom overflowed ; they 
rise generally lil1ccn or twenty lcot above its sur­
face, nro quito steep, nnd npp!•ar to lul\o boon 
formed like tho banks of tho~ ito, from the sedi­
ment deposited by tho water:~ of numerous inun­
dation~. Tho San Hcrnnrd, Cummin's crook, 
I'iavidad, Buckner'!! creek nod Cnney nro small 
streams of pure '' holcsomc wntor. 

P opulation.-Along tho Colorado, Cummins's 
creek, avidud nnd Canoy are some fino sottlo­
monts, tho rcmniudcr of tho county is nearly 
vncnnt. 

Columbus, tho county scat is pleasantly situ­
ntcd on tho west bank of tho Colorado, upon n 
high bluO; forming part of a bcnuliful prairie sur.­
roundcd by dcn!:!C forests of live onk, collonwood, 
&c. It is yot quito u smull village containing 
only about filly houses. 

lllitwrala.-Tho bed of the Colorado i" paved 
with n larg!' variety of sJl icoou'! mineral~, ;unong 
which nro l'tmnd, ugnto, chulccdouy nnd a low 
1:1ingulnr potJ·ifactions. 

Cm·iositic,y.-\lumcrous i tnpcrfcct s lcolctons 
of nn rnormomt Hizc htl\'1' been found imbedded 
in the bunks of tho Colorado. They nro tho re­
mains of tho ma~todon nnd mammoth or fossil 
olcphnnt. 
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F \'\\I 'I COUNTY. 

Tms county i<> bounded on the north by Hcd 
RiH!r, on the ca~t hy the count) of Hcd RhPr, on 
the :;outh by the county of :\ncogd1~ehe-, nnd un 
the we l by unexplored terntury. Its IJOundn. 
ries as defined by an net of congress pn~·cd in 
.l'io\·ember, IS:n, nrc ns follows, viz:-" Bogm· 
nin" nt the north of Boi~ d' Arc creek on ltcd 
river; thence up Fnid creek wrth the meander" 
thereof to the cro~sing nt the lute residence of 
Carter T. Clifl"; thence south !!o fitr as to make 
sixty miles from tho place of bcginnin~ on a 
straight line ; thence west to a point ~;outh of 
the head of the upper \Vushita; thence north to 
Red River, and down tho snrn<~ wrth the rncnn. 
ders thereof to the place of beginning." 

Fannin county is entitled to one reprcscntntiw•, 
and is comprised in the senatorial drstrict with 
the county of Red River. It form!i a part of the 
seventh judici!d district. 

Surface.-This county pr·csentg but little 
variety of surfuco. At tho north n. few luw 
rang~'!! of hills extend ulcmg the cour'e of tho 
Red River: the remnindcr of the county, with 
the exception of nn extensive Jpvcl trnct; Jl('arly 
midway between tho Trinity nnd Rc•d rivcr11, ill 
undulating, or divPr·silied by hii iH of a very mod· 
erato elevation. A dense forest ovorl:lhndows tho 
southern portion of tho county, and a broad bolt 



of woods, varying from tweh·e to fifty miles in 
brcmlth, cxtond~ northward,. frum this fon·st, on 
the IH' t to the lunk of Red Hi\er, terminating 
OPIIO,ito the IIIOUth of the w .• ~hit.l. Tho rcmuin­
dcr uf the cuu111y, 11ith tho exception of tho 
Woo<h friuf!eS nf the ~trc:un 1 is "1~11 prairie. 

S/rnllli,..-Thc Boi d'Arc, ('nne\", <..:hoctnw 
bayou, P.tpaw, thtl little ami hig: :llmcrnl Creek~, 
nrc the prmcipnlstrcamo; llowin!!; into Red Rt1 cr; 
nunc of them uro rm1 iguhle mur<~ thun six or 
eaghl mile~ . !::imall tribu tnr)· streams of tho 
Sulphur Fork, the Trinit}, :::>nbinc nnd llrnzo!i 
nver , ri"e in tlw southern nnd wc~tcrn s. cllons 
of the countv. Thc~c streams ore fed IJ., numer­
ous ~>pri n~s- of wholesome 11nter, lu{\o rapid 
currcnl!i nnd n!Iiml mnuy excellent mill sitcR. 

Fort.,/ lr('(',f.-Tho forest trN·~ or thi s county 
con!lrsts of mnny 1aricties of tlw onk, hickory, 
a.~h, walnut, IK!Cnn, cottonwood, elm, cednr 
anti llois d' Arc. The undergrowth consists 
chacfly of red-but!, ~ptcc-wood, dog-wood, pnpn11, 
and dwarf buckt•yc. The Ooas d' \ rc t rCl' S 

aunin o. rcmnrlmhlo sizc, anti nrc often found 
four feel in diunwtPr unci eighty fi~et in height­
Tho limber of thi11 lrco i~ considcrcd very vnlun­
blo on account of it!i durubahty nnd g reat solidity. 
The fruit of thi~ tree rc~emblcs the ornngc, but 
is much larger, be ing often four or five inches itt 
dinmctor; horHC'I, hogs und horned cnttlo uro 
oxcoedingly fond of it, nnd find in tho forests of 
Bois d'Arc, an inoxhnustiblo supply of substantial 
food during tho nutumnnl months. 
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Soil.-The soil in tho western portion of tbi~ 
county i:~ generall) quite thin nntl sandy. Along 
R ed River nnd its tributnric:1 it iq rcrnnrkably 
fertile, consisting ofn rich, hlnck, friable mould, 
often ronny feeL deep. The ;;oil nf the pr.1irics 
and uplands rc,crnblc:~ that of the pruirics of tho 
southern counties, being generally n black, adhe­
sive mould. The western and rniddlo portion"! of 
the county nrc bctl<'r adopted to gru:r.ing than 
tillage; the !<Oil of tho northern and ctLstcrn sec­
tion<~ produces excellent crops of corn, cotton, 
wheat, potatoci and other productions of the 
middle .;tate;; of the "union." The pcncb, 
cherry, also the pear and apple flouri:.h in this 
county. 

Jllincral1.-I ron oro is found in gn•nt quanti­
ties m difli:rcnl parts of the C'ounty, particularly 
on Choctaw bayou. The rocks bdong to tho 
secondary formation and cousist chi('fiy of lime­
stone and Rand stone arranged in horizontnl strata. 

Curioaitic11.-In tho alluvial tracts bordering 
Red River, many bones of irnmcn!<O reptiles have 
been found belonging probably to tho ~;pecie11 of 
fos,;il Saurian11. 

Population.-This section has been recently 
wrested from the domination of tho savage ; and 
although few counties of tho ropuiJlic contain a 
larger proportion of fortilo lands, or arc distill· 
guished for a more salubrious climate, it is yet 
very thinly settled. Tho whole population pro· 
bably docs not exceed four hundred souls, and 
there arc no towns or villages worthy of notice. 
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FJ.YETTE COU,TY. 

TuiS county '" bounded north by Bastrop 
county; eu:~t by " 'nshin!,rton and .\u till coun­
ties; !lOuth hy Colonulo county; nnd west hy 
Gonzales county. Its pecilic boundaries as 
defined by tho net>~ of congrc~~. oro as follows, 
viz. "Beginning at Gras ·meyer's ferry on tho 
Colorado; thence in a north-eo,..terly direction at 
right angles with the general coun;o of tho m·er 
Colorado, to the dividing ridge between the waters 
of Colorado nod tho Urnzos; thence down said 
ridge, in n south-easterly direction to the south­
west corner of a league of laud granted to W m. 
Burnell; thence south-west \1 nrdly, cros~iug Col­
orado river, where tho upper line of a league of 
land granted to J. Duty, corners upon tho bllme; 
thence continuing tho sumo courae to tho La­
baccn, at tho upper corner of a league of land, 
granted to W m. Ponton ; thence up tho Labaccn 
with tho line between Austin and Dewitt's col­
ony to tho head of said str('arn ; thence in a 
north-easterly direction to tho place of beginning." 
Dy an act of congress upproved May :.ld, 18:.18, 
tho south-westorn boundary of this county was 
established ns follows, viz. " Boginuing at tho 
north-cast corner of o quarter of a league of land 
granted to-- Stifllor." 

'fhis county is entitled to one ropresontativc, 
and is comprised in tho sonatorial district with 
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the counties of Bastrop and Tra\is. It forms n 
part of the fourth judicial district. 

Suiface.-Thts county prc~ent.s a !>ingulnr 
dtver,ity of surface. The eastern portion i!l 
beautifully undulating, the middle is di\ or;ified 
with hills of a moderato elen1tion, alternating 
with broad plains and genllo undulatton... Tho 
western portion consists chiefly of an inuncn~c 
plain, s ligh tly inclined towards the south-wel't, 
and furrowed by numerous smnll tributurics of 
tho i'l'avidad and Labacca. This pluto suddenly 
terminate!! near Buckner'!! creek, and un abrupt 
precipitous range of sandstone, two or three 
hundred feet high, separates it from the e:c tcnHi\'c 
plains extending northwards from this st ream to 
the Colorado. The view from the sumn11t of 
this precipitous range is ooc of the mo~t deli~ht­
ful and extensive that the country affords, com· 
prising one of the largest, most fertile and beau­
tiful sections of tho Colorado valley. The a cent 
to the summit of this precipitous range, from the 
waters of the Labaccu, is so gradual, that the 
traveller often finds himself directly on the verge 
of the precipice, without noticing that he hus been 
making any ascent whatever. The prairies of thi11 
county arc not extensive, but arc so inwrspcriScd 
with" islets of timber," and alternalo so regularly 
with the forests of tho nu mcrous slreu mH, thnt 
the whole cr,untry appears as if prepared by url 
for the convenience of the agricultu rist. 

Soil.-The soi l of this county consists chiefly 
of a rich sandy loam, remarkably friable. It is 
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generally from one to twenty ft•ot deep, and rests 
upon n stratum of ~nnd~tonc. It i~ cluefly com· 
pose.! of the dcbri-< of the sccomlory rocks, ond 
contnin!! a lnrgo prOJ)Ortion of lime. In tho 
northern part of the county, thoro arc o fow 
!<moll tracts of land that nrc rendered almo~l 
st<;rile, hy deposit of !-iliccous pebbles '' hich 
nppcnr to hn\'e been ~trowed abroad o\·or tho 
country by fhl\ in tile ngenc). Outs and barley 
and rno't of the groins cul ti\'nted in the middle 
stntcH of the union, may be odvuntogeously cul­
tivated in this count). The npplt•, pear, peach 
and other fruit~o; thri\ e \\ell here. 

Strcam.•.-The Colorado flows through this 
county. The other stream~ ore quite small, and 
hardly desenc notice; tho prmcipnl arc lluck­
nor1s creek, o shallow mp1d st ream of pure 
wholcsomo water, on the west; and Rubb's nnd 
Cummin's creeks on tho en'lt, the latter oro slug­
gish shallow strcamA, and arc oficn nearly dry 
throughout the summer and nutumnnl months. 

Forc11t Trcc11.-In this county oro extensive 
grovrs of live onk and ccclnr. Post oak and 
white oak prcdominntc. A few miles nbo,·o 
Lngmngc oro large fore~ts of pine ; elm, a!<h, 
hickory nnd prcon oro nlso nbundant. 

llfincral.,.-Tho prcvnilin~ rock ncar tho sur· 
foro in this county is MlllChdono, which in somo 
places hall a very fino groin, and rof;OIIlblcs free 
stone. Thoro arc nlso extensive beds of chnll<y 
marl, containing various o•·gnnic remains. Gyp· 
eum, or rather solonito, rcmnrkobly trnospnronl, 
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bas been disco\'ered in the banks of Rubb's 
creek. Large lrunks of silicified trees are found 
in various sections, lying ncar the led!!c:> of !,OJ)() 
stone that trayerse the county, o.nd 1'\.'S!mblc the 
cli:tf:> of a liCll-wasbed shore. This sand.:.~one tS 

in part composed of comminuted ,;hells. Some 
speeimeM of the ~n-atised wood of these trc~ 
are beautifully variegated, nnd would atford the 
lapidary exceUcnt materials for ornaments. _-\. 
large bed of lignite is found in the banks of the 
Colorndo a few miles ai)(J\C Lagnm,r>e, it is one 
or two feet thick, autl i:i embedded in the allu. 
vial deposit of snndy l.oom. 

ToacM.-Lngrnnge the county ~al and prin~ 
pal to'vn, is beaul.ifullf situaled on the e;u;t bank 
of Colorado rivl'r, nbout fill} miles be.low Ausltn, 
one hundred nbo\o J\lalw,!orda and the same 
di.:.tnru:o west of Houston. ~ I l contni~ about one 
hundred houses, including a court house and jail, 
n.ud will probably i.n n few yc:Ll"S become n place 
of coo.:rioorable importance. Tho quarries or 
fine grained sandstone, nod forests of pine and 
cedar in the ,·icinity, nfford inc."t.haustibht supplies 
of c:<cellent building nmtc.rials. Should tho tm\'· 

i~tion oft btl Colorndo bo opened, this pl11cc will 
fumi~b the country bulow witb " building mG.to­
rinlst ruul will prol.mblr n.l::lo becomo the t't'utro 
of the trod~ of l\U C't~tltUJ.l;ly lbrliJO 1111d flOPII• 
lou.;> ~lion. l\Of\lllt.\tioo mi'o. 

Rutcl"SS"ill~. o:il.unted in lim henrt of 11. bcnu­
lirul nnd pichlN:SqiiU C.tlUttlty, i::l tiUu\11 twt lWI!C.:i 
from Lngn~.n~t nod i~ uuted fur its illlt\Ul oomi-
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nary, wh1ch already is the most promising in tho 
republic. This place contains about ~\CIIty 
hou«cs, and its popnhltion is nhoul 200. It po~· 
s~· ·I'll no commcrcinl nclmntagcs. 

Populatio11.-'l'ho population of this county 
1!1 rapidly incren inft; tho fertility of thcsoil, tho 
snlubrity of tho clunntc, and the fncility w1th 
which building matcri:us of the oc'IL quality can 
lxl procured, render this county one of the mo~l 
important nnd do-.imblu portion!! of tho rcpubhc, 
nn<l it has already nllroctod nnd will continuo to 
attract thou-nnds of eager cmigmnls lo it:~ C\· 

tcncl111:; settlements. 

FORT BE\D COl TY. 

'1'1111 county IS bounded north by \u tin coun­
ty, l'asl by llnrr111 cuunty, suuth by Brnzorin 
county, nnd \\t'st hy 'ftltngordn cuunty. It wns 
crc•ntPcl hy llll net uf congreJo~s, nppron•d Dcccm­
llf'r 20, 18:!7, whkh dl'llncs its liruit~ n'i follow!!: 
" Hc·~mrurrg on till' cost !!Uh~ of tho Brnzo11 rh l'l' 
nt the• uppc•r t•orrll'l" of n h·ngul' uf lund grnntt•d 
tu Frnrrcis ll•ggnm, on whic·h l!nul H1ggum now 
livt•'!; tlwneu t'll14l with tho north bounthll") of 
t~nicl lc•ugnt• to 11~ nnrth-enMt t•nrnM, t•nntinuing 
on tho llarri hc1rg uml Brnzurin t•ounty lino i 
tlm~t! longur" from tiii.'III'C to tho ht•ntl of lli'IIY'S 

o· 
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bayou, where stands a low elm; thence runmng 
from the head of Bray's bayou to a point on 
Buffalo bayou, where the present county line, 
running from Jesse Cartwright's league, cro:,,es 
the bayou ; thence northwardly to the south-cast 
corner of Fulshear's lea~ue of land on the Brazos 
river; thence west wilU the south boundary of 
said league to sa id river; thence cro!'sing said 
rive r, and following its western bank to tho mouth 
of Sixteen-milo creek; thence up said creek to 
its source; thence in a southwnrdly direction to 
the south-east corner of G. Cole's lund; thence 
westwardly with said Cole's lower line to the San 
Bernard ; thence down said stream to tho south­
west corner of L eague No.8; thence with the 
lower line of snid league to the south-cast corner; 
thence in a direct line to tho south prong of Cow 
bayou; thence down said bayou to its mouth ; 
thence crossing the Brazos, and up said river to 
the place of beginning." The~e boundaries have 
been modified by an act of congresl', approved 
January, 1840. Il is entitled to one rcprescnta. 
tive, and is comprised in tho senatoria l district 
with Austin and Colorado counties. It forms a 
part of the second judicial district. 

Suiface.-This county is a plain almost uni­
formly level, and furrowed by the Brazos and 
Bernard, and their numerous small tributaries. 
Tho streams are lined with dense forests; tho 
remainder of tho county is an open blcnk pruirio. 
Probably three-quarters of this county i:l open 
prairie. 
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Soil.-The soil of thi:j county rc~cmblcs m 
C\·ory respect thnt of tho adjoinin~ countiet! of 
Jlarn9 and Brazoria. Along the Brazos it con· 
si'lts ch tcfly of a rith chocolnto coloured loam 
twenty or thirty feet deep. In the prairies tho 
sot l ts generally n black mould resting in many 
places UJXlll clay. .\.long the Bernard the soil is 
somewhat sandy, but t'~ warm and quite produc­
tive. Tho soil of the bottom lnudll will generally 
produce from one to two ba)Q,~ of cotton to the 
nero, that of tho prairie~ only 11bout ono bale. 
Tho prairies arc gcncrn lly CO\'urcd with n dense 
mat of grass, und ufford c'ccllcnt pasturage to 
nnmorous herds of collie. 

Forc1t trrc1.- Tho furcst trees of this county 
consist chiefly of pcccnn, elm, nsh, hickory, and 
post-oak. Li\ C onk abounds on the Rrnzos. Pi no 
und magnolia nrc found on some of tho small 
streams in the cn~tcrn part. The forests of tho 
Brazos lmvc n dentiC undergrowth of wild peach 
and cnno. 

JJii rwrali.- This county afford~:~ but few mine­
ral'!. A coarse snnd!ltono ill found ncar Rich­
mond, in the bed of the Brazos, and probably 
unde rlies tho whole soil of tho county. A few 
siliceous minerals nnd silicifi<'d bones of the mas­
todon und othor nnimnls nrc found in tho bod of 
the Brazos. 

Town1.-Richmond, the county sent, is plcn­
snntly s ituated upon tm clevnted btun~ forming 
hero tho west bani< of tho Brazos. It CCIUtains 
aboul lhirty ltousc:r, and is a thrivit'g VIllage. 
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It is surrounded by one of tho most drn~cly N · 
tied and fertile sections of southern T exas, ontl if 
tho Brazos !~hould be rendered novignblo to this 
point, will necc:-;sarily become n place of con•i­
derable importance. The R ichmond Tel•• cope. 
a weekly ncw~<papcr, i~ pubJi.,hed at this place. 

T here uro no other town~ worthy of notice. 

GALVESTON COU).TY. 

G.un::>TO:i county i!l bounded north by tho 
counties of Ilorris and L1bcrty, cost by J cllcrson 
county, ond tho Gulf of :\[cxlco, !lOuth by that 
Gulf, and wcl>t by Brazoria county . It w011 

created by un net of con(;rcs.~, approved 1\rny 
15th, 1838, which defines 1ts boull(lari!'s os fol­
lows, viz. "Beginning at tho mouth of l l ighlond 
bayou, and running up the some to itR ~ource; 
thence due north to the present line between tho 
counties of I I arrisburg and Hrn1.oriu; thence 
east with «aid line to tho mouth of Clear creek; 
thence w1th the Buy of Galveston to Dnvi'l's 
P oint (or Red-fish bar;) thence with Rccl -fi~h 
bar across tho buy to P otter's P oint; thence 
along tho margi n of Eu::~l bny, includin?. the ~arne 
by tho western boundary of Z avnln H colony ; 
thence due south to thl' Gulf of MPxico; the nco 
with the coast of the Gulf to tho place of begin-
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ning." The!<U bounclurie!l cmhmced the entire 
hland of {: nh·c~ton, nnd the wull!l'l! nnd i!!lw1ds 
of tho ndJnct•nt buy, includmg Deer Islands and 
tho Island of ~an Loui11. B) nn oct of congress, 
app roved Jnnuury, 1 ·10, the boundaries were 
so modifi~d U!! to repln~o ~on L ouis Is land in tho 
county of Brnzoriu. 'flus county i!! entitled to 
one rcprcsontatiVc, and 1s cou1prised in tho sena­
torial district with tho counties of Harris o.nd 
Liberty. lt forms n part of the first judicial 
district . 

• uifacc.-Tho county is ln\ol. The re is not 
probably n portion of tho county elevated moro 
tlmn twenty feet nlXl\·e th<' surface or tho Gulf. 
A smnll grove of woods RdJoin~ Clenr creek; tho 
remainder of tho county i111\n open prairie, diver­
sified by only two or three small groves of livo 
oak. A ridg<' of snndy hillocks, varying from 
fivo to fifteen foot hig h, extends along tho coast, 
at tho distance of from a few rods to a quarter 
of n milo from tho bench, nnd was probably n 
few years since tho shore of the Gulf. 

Soil.-Tho soil ncar tho shore consists chiefly 
of a layer of black mould, varying from one to 
two feel in depth, nnd rests upon n layer of snnd 
nnd comminuted shells. Tho who!<> of this county 
ha.'! probably within n. recent geologicnl ern been 
lifted up from tho waters of tho Gulf, which nrc 
still slowly rotirin~. Shells of tho sn mo spocios 
as those now existing iu tho Gulf nrc found 
strown over tho surfncc of tho ~round in tho con­
tra! portions of Gulvoslon l sluml, nne! nl I' dill· 



tance from the ~horc on the main land. A ntl 
large log~ are found t\\O or three mill' from thu 
shore on tho mam land, evidently indicating tllat 
the whole country ho.s been '-ubject to inunda­
tion,;. The ~oil of this county produce:; excellent 
crops of ~wcct potatoes, me lou~, cotton, and 'ari­
ous culmary vegetable~ . 

• llineral8.-.Asphnltum and pumicr , tone nrc 
found on the shores of the (:ulf, and occru;ionally 
mingled wtth tho soil inland ; they nrc found only 
in small pieces, and have evidently been thrown 
up by tho waves. 

Galne1ton.-Thc county sent is situated ncar 
the eo.st end of Galveston Island, and only two 
years since contained but a few hou~cs, and 
about one hundred inhabitant!!. It now con­
tains five or six hundred houses, and about three 
thousand inhabitants. It is still rapidly increas­
ing in wealth ond population. Thoro nrc two 
semi-weekly newspapers published in thi!l city. 
I ts harbour is the best in TexM, and will un­
doubtedly at no distant day become tho centro of 
a commerce rivalling that of many of tho fin:~t 
commerc1al cities of the world. The produce 
of many millions of acres of tho most fertile 
lands of tho globe, and of many rich mines of 
gold, silver, iron, and other vnluablc minrrnls, 
will necessarily be wafted to this plucc, render­
ing it the commercial emporium of TcxuR. 

The Port of Galveston mny he npproachcd 
with Jess danger than any port in tho United 
States, as the whole coast of Texas west of tho 
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~abiuo and near (~nhcston, in fi,c fathom water 
i~ tl11: h l of " holclinl! L;ronnd ;" nnd n ve--el 
ha\ ing ~uo<l ground tnckhng, tuny ritlo nt nn,.hor 
\\ ith perfect "tlcty throu~huut the )'!'Dr. \ las· 
ters of H:sscls thcrcfurc l>Omtt.l lor this port, need 
apprehend no clan~cr front n lcc.shurc, 11'1 they 
luntl onlr to cn~l anchor iu lho or i'l: fi1thoms 
water, tuitla\~1lit tho pilot in J»erfect scenr1ty. 
Tho latitude nntl longiturlo of thi11 port 11:1 hud 
down in tho books nml chnrt~ heretofore pub. 
lillhcd , ttru incorrect. "\ ccording to the stntc· 
11\CIIl of ;\lr. <:. Rimp on, tht: pilot of tl11~ port, 
tho lutituclo i-. ~U Hi' :Ji " north, 0 1° •l!l' ·11" 
west loll!.!itudc. Mn- tcrs of \ c~~cb on ~ightmg 
tho ci ty, 11' ~;n 1lmg fur {:ah c ton from tho cnsl· 
ward, nnd the city bear• n little to southwnrd of 
south-we>~!, shuuld irnmcdintcly hnut ofl' to !>i:t 
futhorn11, the c1ty bcurin~ ~nuth-we•t by west. 
They Will then bo 111 n li1ir way for the bar. If 
tlwy should be to tho 1\ C•twnrtl, they l'lhoulc.l run 
to tho custwnrd unt1l the r1ty bears ns nhmo. 

Gulvt·~ton l<~lund Itt nlmutthlrly-~i'l: mile!'\ lou~, 
nnd 011 au ttvcrugo two miles 1\ ido; it ill de~t•· 
lUlO of tree~, with the !'XCI'JlltOil of thn•o !urge 
live oaks IU"Ur tho centre or thl' I -;Juud, which 
!Servo M luntl marks: being uppllrently plunlcd 
about OIW null' nparl. Tho soil of u lurJ!O por­
tion of tlus islnncl i ~ \ Cry good, c·on'<istmg uf u 
rich black mould gcnrrully u foul thick, resting 
upon tl bed of sand und sheliH. Thcl'tl nro seve. 
rul Hrnnll poml!! of HWC'I' l w lwlc1sntrll' Will or scul­
tcrcd along tho coast. Th1s place 1>1 cnntinunlly 
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f~&nnbd during summer by refreshing ·a hrrc1.cs 
which render the air cool and healthy ; on thi11 
account it hns become the summer rc ·ort of iu. 
valids from different portions of the low c<•untry 
of Te:<as. Immense beds of excelleut tl't tcrs 
are found ncar the western shores, nnd 'large 
quantities of redfish, (tho cod of the Gulf,) grun· 
d•quoit, mullet, and two other ~;pccics of excel· 
lent fish, styled sea perch, and !lea trout, nrc 
caught on its shores. Innumerable flocks of 
wild geese, teal, brant, &c., make the prairies 
of this island and those of the neighbouring coast 
their winter abode. 

This island was formerly the principal retreat 
of the celebrated pirate Lafitte. The ru•ns of 
his fortress arc situated about two miles from the 
eastern extremity, on the western :~hore; they 
conbist of a few embankments of !;and and shell!!, 
and several shnllow ditches arranged in a quad· 
rangulnr form. 

GOLIAD COUNTY. 

Tms county is bounded north by Bour county, 
east by Victoria county, south by Refugio: its 
western boundary is not defUJod. It is entitled 
to one representative, and comprised in tho scna­
tonnl district with the counties of Refugio and 
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81\n Pn.tracio. lt form!4 u part of the foul"lh judi. 
cant distrirt. 

Sur:fitrc.-The surfnce of thi"' county i"' !;ami. 
lnr to tho northern portion of the ntljowing coun· 
ty of V actoritl. There arc a lew low hill~ 111 the 
northern part. .\lrno•t tho '' holo surti1ce is 
gend) undulating. '\o.rrow fore:;ts C'\temlalong 
the :San Antonio and other strcnan>l, but most ol 
tho count) as open prniric, diveNilied with smnll 
groves of mu~quit o.nd p~t onl,. Thoro arc 
many deep rocky rD.\ incs along many of the 
streams. 

Soi/.-Tho <~oil of this county consasts chiefly 
of a dark, sandy, colcurcous loam, vcr) lcrtalo 
and produrllvo. The hUJds in thHt county often 
sullcr much from drou!';hts; tho~c lands howc,rr 
which nrc cnpablc of 1rragntion nrc o:xcccdingl) 
productive•, nnd yield large crops of corn, cotton, 
wheat, and poto.toc~. Figs, pcachc!~, melon!-!, und 
various kinds of culinlll') vcgctublos nmy ho raisod 
in abundance. Immcn~c thicket!; af the uopnl 01 

prackly pcnr, and wild grttpcs of nn e:<ccllcnl 
flavour, ore found in C\ cry t.cctaon. 

Slrl'am.,.-'J'ho ~an Antonio is tho principal 
Stream. lls Cu rrent here I ~ CJIIitC rupid. f l i~ i I 

many places quite dt•cp, nnd if tho rnn wcr 
removed from ttl! mouth, would bel nnvigablc fc.. 
small slcumbonts to ncnr Ln Bnhin, nbuut tl'r 
miles be low G olind. h s wnlMH he ro aro not 
limpid nnd trnnRpnrcnt us nt Bexar, but hnvo t. 
milky lingo nnd dcpo>~il n. limy sediment. Tn tho 
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southern and western part, nrc ~e\·croJ ::-mall 
streams of clear and wholesome water. 

Jl!incrali.-Thcre nrc but few minernls worthy 
of notice found in this county. Quarries of ex­
cellent lime::~tonc arc found in the northern pnrt, 
and many beds of marl. I'\ ear Goliad n E~pccics 
of limestone is found that is so soft when first 
taken from the earth, that it mnv be cut into 
blocks and moulded almost as cnfily as clay. 
The blocks formed from this substance arc called 
" dobics," nod nrc much u~ed as a lluilding mate­
rial. They gradually become hard when c.xpo.ed 
to the air. "\1any of the houses in Goliad arc 
formed of these materials. 

Towm.-Golind or Ln Dahia, situated on a 
high rocky bluff, on the western bank of the Snn 
Antonio, i::~ one of the olde~>t towns of Texas. 
There was a settlement at this place us early as 
1110. It was formerly a place of great impor­
tance, and contained several thousaucl inhaiJilnnts. 
Its name implies "the place of stren~th," and 
its fortifications previous to the rcvolutwn, woro 
considered by the Spaniards as impregnable. Il 
was built almost entirely of stone, and contained 
many spacious and commodioUI:I dwellings; most 
of these nrc quito dilapidated and nrc falling to 
decay. It contains an old fort and church, which 
are still1n a very good state of prc~errnt1on. On 
the oppOHil<: hank of tho rivc!r, there i inn nnci111t 
"mission" IJuilt entirely of 11tono. ft is now 111 

nJins, and resembles one of the ancient nbbcys of 
England. The town wns fir~t built on tho c::nst-
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ern hank ncnr thi church. Goliad is nnw nlmo'lt 
cntirch· de cried. There arc about iift\" or ixty 
IICttler: here, hut they remain r.1ther ns sojourn­
ers than ns pcrnmncnt rc.sidcnt.:. There arc 110 
other settlement!! worthy of notice. The county 
hns boon nlmost entirely depopulated since the 
revolution. l-'houlcl peace be c-tnbli"'lwd, it would 
soon he r ettlcd ; as it is con-itlered one of tho 
rno~t fe rtile, healthy o.nd beautiful !lection~ of the 
republic. 

GONZALES COU~TY. 

Trus county is entitled to ono representative, 
nnd i'l compr•.,cd in the scnntonnl district with 
Haqtrop, Fayette n11d Trn,is. It forms a part 
of tho fourth judicial district. 

Roulldclrit'.!.-Gon:t.nles county i'! bounded on 
tho north by Bnstrop county, on tho enst by tho 
counties of Fayette, Colomdo, nnd Bastrop, 011 
tho south hy tho county of \" ictorm, nnd 011 tho 
west hy Bexar. 

Tho following arc tho bonndnr1es llS fur11i~hed 
hy tho chief jw~tico: "Bc~mnmg on tho Lnbacca 
rivor within ten leagues of tlw hay ; thonct) with 
said stream to its source , thence north to tho 
San Antonio roncl ; thenco west with said rond 
two lellguos west of tho Gnudalupo river; tbonco 
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p:uallel \1 ith the meanders of the Gaudalupc 
river nt the distance of two lcngut, \IC~t from 
said l>tream to within ten lea,gucs of ~lata­
~orda bay ; thence with the teh border leagues 
to the place of beginning." 

St~ifare.-This county pre1<ents almost n con­
tmued ~erics of rolling prairies gently unduluting 
at the south, but swelling into high bold clllincu­
cc~ at the north. 

The streams are generally lined with forests; 
the remainder of the country is beautifully varic· 
rated with insulated groves of post oak, and 
·e~quit, scattered throughout tho open prairies. 
Soil and production8.-The soil of this county 

r embles that of Bexar. Along the Labnccn, 
Gaudulupe and San Antonio, it consists of a rich, 
black mould, remarkably fertile and productive; 
between these streams, it is intermi:ted With 
1nd in many places, which renders it le~<s com­

plct and stiff, but not less productive. Cotton, 
Cl)m, potatoes, sugar cane, rye, oats, barley, &c., 
'lre produced 1n abundance. Great quantities of 
etccllent grapes, yielding a wine similar to tho 
bnst Oporto, ure found in tho forest along tlw 
b1nks of tho st1'eam'J ; also a species of small 
plum, about tho size of tho common chrrry, 
growing upon a small bush two or thrf'e feet high. 

Stream8.-Tho Gaudnlupe flows through tho 
western part of fhe county; it is one of tho prin­
cipal rivers in Texas, being hero about one hun­
dred and fifty yards wide and five or six feeL 
deep: it is noted for its singular blue colour. 
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Tho water of thi stream apllOUr~ quite limpid 
and pnro \\ hon phccd in n gla . The principal 
tributaries of thi ri\cr nrc the ~an \lurco (n 
J:ugo strcnrn) n111l tho Pcnch crock on tho cast, 
nnd tho :Ohnch on the \1 ~· t. Tho L abacca ts o. 
<~mall fit ream· of clear wholesome wnter flowing 
nlon!_1thc enstcrn boundary, o\·or n snnd) bed in­
tcrrnt:\:cd with ~ravel . 

]lfilltrllflr.-Thcre nrc c:xten~ivo beds of iron 
ore Ill the northern p:ut. \bout twenty miles 
above n onzalcs grenl qnnnlittell of geodes filled 
wtth snncl, and from four inches to n fool in 
diameter, uro found imbedded in n hig h clilr of 
reddi~h loam. These singular uh~tnncc!l resem­
ble cnst iron bomb ehcllc, unci when hrol<en form 
U'U•ful nrticlt'~ of kitchen fitrniturc, answering fot: 
jn~, basin'l, ~\.c. \Inny depositos of lime culled 
c hnlk beds nrc found in tho bani<!! of the streams. 
In Peach creek, uh'luL liflccn miles from Gon­
zales, tlwre is o. lurgo silicdied troe. Sail is 
found on the eastern bmnch of tho Sandy, south­
we!\l of (:onzalt•!l. 

Forest trcr,.-Live onk, post oal<, Spanish 
onk, elm, n~h, black walnut, cypress, musquit, 
and pine nt the north-enMI. 

Goll:Cilcs.-Tho count) '>cnl, handsomely situ­
ated on tho cast bnnk of tho Gmatlnlupe, sixty­
five miles from tho bay nml forty-fivo miles from 
tho mountninoa, wns o110 of tho mo~t flourish ing 
towns of Tcxns proviou~ to the wnr; il wM tho 
ccnlro of an t•xtmtsivo tt·ndo, nnd posscs!lcd sovo· 
rat romnrlmbly bcl\utif'ul edifices. This pll\CO 

7' 
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was burnt by the Texian army '~hen it retreau~d 
to the Colorado, )larch lOth, 1'"':36. It i9 now 
slov.ly reco\·ering its former importance. 

HARRIS COli~TY. 

Tms county is entitled to ono repre~cntatil'e, 
and is comprised 10 the senatorial district n ith 
Gall'eston and Liberty. It forms a part of the . 
first judicial di:strict. 

Boundaric1.-This county i::~ bounded on tho 
north by Montgomery county, on tho cast by 
Liberty county and Guheston bay, on tho . outh 
by Gnl\'eston and llrn7-eria couutic , and on tho 
west by Brazoria and Austin counties. 

Suiface.-This county is renmrkohly level nt 
the south, gently undulating at the north. Tho 
streams and the northern coast of tho bny aro 
lined with forests; the remainder of the county, 
comprisi?f? nearly four-fifths of its surface, is 
open praiTie. 

Soil and productions.-Tho soil within ten 
miles of the coast is rather poor, consisting of n 
thin layer of black mould resting upon a bed of 
sand und shells. At the middle and northern 
parts, tho lnyer of black mould is in mony places 
three or four feet th ick, and the substratum con­
sists of sand and shells alternating with deop 
beds of reddish loam. Tho ell!ltcrn portion of 
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the count\' contaiM ~orne of the finc:>t lnnd in 
ca~tem 'l'e:ms. Corn, cotton, potatoes and d\\ts 
aro mi !!d in nlJlmdnnco. Tho land on an Ja­
cinto bay ha'l produced twenty eight hundred 
pounds of seed cotton to tho nero; &1'\t) uushcls 
of corn und four hundred bu hots nf potatoes uro 
not uncommon crops; two crops of lr1~h potatoes 
nrc froqucntly rniscd, a(J'ording eight hunilred 
bu hcls an ncrt', in one year. 

Strt·am1.-Tho prutc•pal stream:~ nrc the Bru­
zos, Sun Jacinto, Bul1illo bayou, Cedar creol<, 
and Clear creek. Tho San Jucinto is nnvignulo 
about forty miles; 1ts water is remarkably clear 
and wholc!!Omc. llufiil.lo bayou ts nn\ igoblc 
about tlmty 1mlcs. Cedar crock is nungnblc 
about twenty mdcs. Thc.;;o s treams rcsomblo 
Jon~ ~<erpcntinc lnkcs rathe r them rivers; thoi•· 
currents nro eca rccly porccptiblo, and they nrc 
goncmlly very deep, capable 111 many plucc'i of 
lloating largo !!Chooncrs, enm where thoy nro 
only twen ty feet wide. 

Porc.,t trecs.-P111o predominates in tho bor· 
durin~ foreRls of tho Snn Jncinto, Bufib.lo bayou 
nnd the ir nume rous brnnchcs. Thoro nrc ulso 
grout quantities of magnolia, cypress, codnr, 
black oak, white oak, rcd oak, nnd n species of 
onk called Spani11h onk. Tho immense qunnti­
ties of vnlunble timber contained in tho foretds of 
this county, will eventually render them impor­
tant sources of wealth. 

~fincrals.-In tho northern pnrl, ton or twelve 
feet below tho aurfnco are found mnny exten11ivo 
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led~ of "rotten limestone," and numerous beds 
of clay. 

Town1.-Ilouston, formerly the capitol of the.: 
republic, and now the county !;cat, is beautifully 
situated on Bullulo and White Oak ooyou<~, nt 
their junction, nod about thirty miles above the 
junction of the former with the Snn Jacinto. Its 
site is partly within the bordering forests of tho<~c 
streams and partly in the adjoining pmiric. The 
banks of thc~o streams arc here nbout SC\'Cnty 
feet nbove tide water, and as the surface grnduolly 
declines toward!$ them and the r;c\·crnl Hrnoll 
creeks that communicate with theih, the citv can 
be drained with great facility and rendered ·quito 
dry and free from pools of stagnant wnter·. 
There arc no swamps ncar, and no local causes 
of disease; and if its health police r;hould con­
tinue to be well regulated, it will prove one of 
the healthiest cities of Tcx<Ul. It is tht! fin:!t city 
of the republic with regard to population and 
wealth, and is probably still tho most flourishing. 
It contains about fifty stores, several largo and 
commodious hotels, two steam ~;aw mill.,, and 
many spacious and elegant mansion!<. Thcro 
is an excellent public school in this city. Tho 
neighbouring country furnishes immen•c quanti ­
ties of pine lumber and other materials of con­
struction. Thoro is a very largo amount of 
capital concentrated here, and as it is situated at 
the head of navigation on Buffalo bayou, nnd 
commands tho tendo of the most extensive, for­
tile and flourishing section of the country, it will 
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probably continue to increl\.90 in population o.nd 
wealth with unabated rapidity for many )Cars. 

Its citizens have ever been di~t ingu1slwd for 
their ener{!y and enlerpri«e, and will undoubtedly 
within o. fuw years, conn<'cl it by npproprinto 
internal impro\ernent!j with mo~t of tho populou:l 
and flourishing bClllcments of the middle coun­
ties of the republic. There a rc already fhe 
steamboats plying constantly between this place 
and Ualve~lon , and one occasionally runs between 
the settlements on the Trinity. There nrc two 
daily papers and one weekly paper publh;hed in 
this city. These nrc sub:<tantinl evidcnccli of its 
pro!<pcrous and flourishing cond1tion. 

Harrisburg, situated six miles from H ouston, 
wn.s formerly a place of considerable importnnco; 
it was burnt by ordQr of Santa Anna, April 17th, 
1836. Sinco tho battle of San Jacinto, it has 
been slowly rising from its ruins. 

TI.\RRISO~ COUNTY. 

Tms county was created by nn act of Congrc!'s, 
in Jo.n. 1830. Its boundaries us defined by tho 
above montionod net nrc as follows, viz: "Be­
ginning at tho mouth of Murrol's bayou ; thence 
in n direc t line toN orri~'s c rossing of tho Attoync 
river ; thonco up tho same to its source, or to 
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said trace to the Sabmc ri\·cr; thenct~ up the 
same to the Cherokee cro~-ing; thence along the 
road leading to J onesborough to tho hig C) pre·~ 
bayou; thence clcJWO the road to Lake ~odo; 
thence east to the boundary line ootwecn thi .. re­
public and the United Stutes; thence due south to 
the Snb1nc ri~·cr; thence up or down said river, ns 
the cn.se mny be, to the place of beginning." It 
was formerly u part of Shelby county. It is 
bounded on the north by Red River county, co 
the cast by Louisiana, on tho south by Shelby 
county, and west by the county of ~acogdochea. 

This county is entitled to one reprcscnto.· 
live, and is comprised in the seno.torinl district 
with Sabine and Shelby. It forms a part of the 
seventh judicial district. . 

Svrfacc.-Tho general surface of this county 
is a plain, s lightly inclined towards the south­
cast; oven the valleys through which the princi­
pal streams flow, arc depressed but a few feet 
oolow the ulwost uniform level of tho surface. 
There arc a few small prairies in tho north­
western part, the remainder of tho county is 
overshadowed with a dense forest. 

Stream8.-Tho streams of this county arc all 
small ; the prinripol are tho Sabine, Attoync, 
:Murral's bayou, Big and Little Cypress. Tho 
Sabino is navigable for ltoel-boatH uhout twenty 
miles, and tho Big Cypress and Murrul'~; hnyou, 
about six miles. Tho latter s tream is quito slug· 
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gi h ; tho others Juno generally rapid currents, 
nnd their waters nro very limpid nntl whole~omo. 

Forc&l trcc:&.-Tho forc:.t trees of this country 
arc generally quito lnrge. Tho species vnry 
but little from tho e of Red River county, con· 
Iii ling chielly of hickory, walnut, elm, reo oal<, 
white oak, black onk, cyprc " nnd pine . 

• llillrral&.-Fcw mineral hnvo yet been dis­
cov·orctl in this county. The only rock thnt is 
found ncar the 11urli\CO is n coarse sand:;tonc. A 
deposit of excellent coal lu\S been found in tho 
bed of tho Sabino, about thirty miles nbove tho 
110uthern line of tho county. 

Population.-There aro no largo villages; nil 
thr clllementa of thio: county have been formed 
w1thu\ n few )'enn, nnd nrc chiefly confined to 
tho cnlltorn part. Sinco tho expulsion of tho 
Cherokees, ~-treat numbe~ of emigrant'! hnvo 
been uUmcted to thi countv, and It will probably 
in a few years, be ono of tho most populous sec­
liOn!! of co stern Texas. 

Soi/.-Thoro nrc n few ri1lges of poor sondy 
lnnd, between tho Big nnd Liltlu C)llrC!<s bnyous. 
Tho soil of tho remainder of tho county is ~uno­
rally fertile, con~i~ting cluefly of a rich blucl< or 
dnrk brown mould, n·sting upon n hcd of rod 
lonm, und produce~ oxcellt•nl crop>~ of cotton, 
nmizo nnd potntO<'s. It is bcliovcd thnt tho upplo 
nnd penr mny bo auvnntngoously c ullivnlcu in 
this county. 
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HOUSTON COU~TY. 

Boundarie1.-This county i" bounded on the 
north and cast by the county of acogdochcs, on 
the south by the county of Libert), and on the 
west by the Trinity river. .According to nn oct 
eslabli ... hing this coumy, its boundaries nrc ns 
follows: 

"Beginning on the east bank of Trimly rtvor, • 
at a point two leagues above tho mouth of h.tck· 
npoo creek ; from thence in n north-en torly 
direction, to the Neches, nt tho mouth of Btg 
Pine creek; thence up the ~cchcs to the thirty· 
second degree of north latitude; thence clue wc~l 
to the Trinity river; thence down the said rivor 
to the place of beginning." 

This county is entitled to one represcnlntivo, 
and i11 comprised in tho senatortnl distnct wtth 
Nacogdoches. It forms a part of the fifih JUdi­
cial district. 

Soil and production1.-Tho soil of thts 
county is generally good and of o. mulatto colour. 
Ncar the Neches it is somewhat sandy. \ car 
the Trinity it is excellent, and tho hickory uplands 
in the northern and central parts present eo me ol 
tho finest arable lands in America.. This county 
is so now that few of its agricultural resources 
have yet been developed; corn, colton and polO.· 
toes arc nearly the only vegetables which have 
yet been cultivated. 

Suiface.-This county is a continued scricl'l 
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of rolling swells, or gentle undulations over· 
shndowcd hy one nlmo~;t continuous forest. Ncar 
the Trinity nrc n few small pmincq, the lar~est 
of 1\ hich 111 M u:~tang Prairie, only two miles 
brood w1d of n circulur form. 

Streum.t.-'l'hcro nro no large litrcams in this 
county, 1t is howtwcr remarkably well watered, 
by innumembblo small streams nod springs of 
pure Wld wholesome water, \1 hich, together with 
the pure ntm0:1pherc, render this one of tho 
healthiest bCctions of eastern T exas. 

Fore1t trcc1.-This county of forests presents 
a great variety of timbor, among which oro found 
the black walnut, linden, hickory, " Black J ack," 
almost every species of oak, elm, and in tho 
southern w1d eastern portions immense quantities 
of pine of the best quality . 

.Mi11eral8.-lron ore abounds in tho northern 
part; bed!! of" rotten limestone" nrc occasionally 
found beneath the surface. In the middle and 
northern ports nrc found great numbors of silico­
fied trees, imbedded in the soil, some in n hori­
zontal position, but most ol' thorn nrc nearly 
upright and lean in~ towards the north, as if they 
hod boon fastened m that position by the alluvial 
deposit in which they oro imbedded, precipitating 
suddenly from a current flowing from the south, 
and partially elevating them on one of their ends. 
They arc generally of n light grey or reddish 
brown colour, and o.ro so hard that they give iiro 
with steel. They are ovidontly o. variety of 
o.catizod wood. 

8 
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Roundaric.Y.-The municipality of J ackson is 
to be comprehended in the lollo'\ ing boundary, 
to wit : beginning at n point <.on )lntagonla bay, 
equidi:;taut from the 'l'rcspalncios nnd Carnncun 
bayous, nnd from thence running by n dividiug 
line, to tho head waters of tho Trespnlncios 
bayou ; and from thence n duo north cour~o to 
the northern boundary line of the municipality of 
l\Intngordn; thence along said boundary line n 
due west cour:;o to the Labaccn river; thenco 
down the centre of said river to the nnchorngo 
ground of the Lahncca bay in the )lntagordn 
bay; thence to the eastward along tho northern 
shore of Matagorda bay to tho plnco of begin­
ning. 

This county is entitled to ono rcprcscntntivc, 
and is comprised in tho senatorial district with 
Matagorda and Victoria. It forr!IS a part of tho 
fourth judicial district. 

Surface.-The whole surface of this county 
is gently undulating, bein~ situated within tho 
"rollin" prairie" rc .. ion. J'he s treams nrc lined 
with fo~c&l<; ; tho rc~aindcr of the county is open. 

Scnl and productiona.-Tho soil ill oxcollcnt, 
consisting of u rich black mould, vory dcop, and 
resting upon a hod of rod loam. There is hardly 
an nero of barren land in tho whole county. Tho 
production'! arc s imilar to those of Brazoria and 



J,\1 K6o:'l I Ol :oi I\. 

Austin counties. Indigo i'l produc~·d in abun­
dance. 

Strram.r.-Thf "\nHdnd and Lnbaccnurc the 
prmc1pnl titrcnm•- ; thctr 1\lltl!rs nrc ~-cry clear 
and 1\ holcsomc; they nrc both na1 ignblc nl>out 
thirty-live mile for ,tc.unhoats unn1 ing three 
feet of 1111tcr. The Camncua and Trcspalncios 
oro srnull !'IU!.!J!i"h stream.;. The whole county 
is wr.ll wutr.rcd hy numerou~ ~prin~. 

Tcxnnn, the county ~;cat, i a dchl?htful situa­
tion on the right bank of the 'i1111Uad, at tho 
hcnd of steamboat navigation, nnd in tho centro 
of one of the m~t fortilo sections of Texas. Its 
site io; partly within the bordering forest of tho 

-antlnd, p.1rtly IYtthin a beautiful prairie, extend­
ing westerly sevt•ml mile!! to the woody fringe 
of the Lnhaccn. The -<Oil of thi~ prairie i!l cx­
ceeclin~IJ rich a111l producti,e, the lnycr of black 
mould fornung it, being gcuomlly 11~0 or three 
feet deep. Tlus town io; )'Pl quito ~;mtlll, con­
taimng only rthnnt lifly hnu'"'"• hut itA commnnd­
in~ 11ituation mu'll OI'Cntunlly render it one of tho 
prancipnl inland town!! of Tc\a1. 

This county possc~"cs a vt•r) small population 
thinly scattered over it!l burfncc. A Iorge num­
ber of mo!il excellent fLirm'l hni'O remained 
wholly unimproved since the full of the Alnmo. 
Tho former plontors howol'cr ore uow slowl) re­
turning to their home!!, nrcompnnicd by hun­
dred!:! of cnt('rprising Rottler,; from tho United 
States, whose industry and perseverance, nrc 
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mpidly removing the remaining vestiges of the 
war from it.s limits. 

JASPER COU~TY. 

Boundarie1.-This county is bounded on tho 
north by San Augustine count), on tho cast lly 
the Sa !line, on the south by Jcffcr40n county, ond 
west by the Neches. The following oro its 
boundaries as furnished by the chit'f JUstice. 

" Beginning at Grant'~ Bluff on the i' cches 
river, bcmg the south-west corner of. aid county, 
and thence running cast to the Sabino river; 
thence up said river to tho mouth of Little Cow 
creek ; thence up said creek to tho hcud ; thence 
in a straight line to the junction of tho Ayish 
bayou nod Bear creek ; thence down ~mid bayou 
to the St. Angelina; thence in a western direc­
tion to John'>on's Saline on tho • cchcs; thence 
down said river to tho beginning, making tho 
county about twenty-five miles in breadth and 
fifty in length." 

This county is entitled to one representative, 
and is comprised in tho senatorial district with 
Jefferson. It forms a part of the sixth judicial 
district. 

8uiface.- This county is undulating nt tho 
south and hilly at the north ; there are one or 
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two elevations, called mountains nt tho north· 
we:;t; they howc,cr ure only t\\O or thn:o hun­
dred feet high. Thero arc no prairies, tho whole 
county being ~itunted in the wooded regiou of 
Texa"· 

Soil and production8.-This is one of the 
poorest counties of Texn~; it howcycr posse:;ses 
man} exteusi"o lrnets of oxccllcnt land. Tho 
soi l in tho en~tern part is generally g()()(l 1 con­
si•ning of a shallow layer of black mould resting 
upon o. h1yer of rodcli h loam intermixed with 
sand. ln tho midulo nntl wc,tern parts tho soil 
is quite sandy, uta dilltancc from tho Htream!!. 
Tho valleys of the Neches nnd .\ngclina which 
nrc subject to o'•erllo" tng to the distance of from 
one to three miles on each siclt~, nrc very fertile, 
tho layer of blnck mould forming tho soil being 
in many places from two to three feet deep, pro­
ducing excellent cropll of corn, cotton, sugar, &c. 

Strcama.-This couuly is remo.rkublo for its 
numerous small streams of pure wholesome 
water. Tho Neches and tho Angelina arc tho 
only navigable rivorl.l; tho former where it forms 
tho we!ltern boundnry, is gcnernllysoventy yards 
wide, and ten or fiflcen foot deep. Tho latter is 
gonorally {ifly ynrd~ wide, and navigable for 
small steamboats to Zavala. 

Towna.-Jaspcr, the county sent, situntod on 
the west bank of Sandy crock, in an extensive 
plain, contains only about twelve or fourteen 
houses. Thoro nrc many cxcollent farms in its 
vicinity. 
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Zarala-h situntcd on the e111t bank of tho 
Angelina, in a. broad plain, e:~:tending severo! 
mile:; en:.twnrd and generally clevntcd more than 
a hundred feet above tho bed of'thc river. 

Curio.ritie1.-In tho northern part arc found 
many whole trunks uf trees petrified and r Ill· 

bling the siliceous pctrcfactions of llou. ton coun­
ty. T hey arc so hard that they nrc frequently 
used as flints to kindle tinder ; they nrc of a light 
grey colour; some of them nro more thou two 
feet in diameter, and nre generally found lying 
upon the sandy knolls. · 

I 

JEFFERSON COU'\TY. 

B oundarie1.-This county is bounded on tho 
north by J aspcr county, east by the So bino, south 
by the Gulf, and west by Liberty county. Tho 
following are the boundaries as furnilihed by tho 
chief justice. 

Beginning on the Gulf at a point that a line 
running due north will cross tho road lcadinf, 
from "Ti\·cs' Bluff" to Liberty o.t " \Volf point, ' 
to continuo north to Big Sandy ; thence down 
said creek to its mouth ; thence eastwo.rdly to 
the mouth of Big Cypress creek ; thence down 
the Sabine to tho Gulf, and thence westwardly 
along said Gulf to the place of beginning. 
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This county i entitled to one repre~cntati,·o, 
and is comprised in the nntorinl di,.trict '' ith 
Ja!!per. h forms n part of the i \th judicial 
d1 tnct. 

Swfarc.-Thi county i" on nhnost uniformly 
level plnin; thoro i at tho north 11 . trip of tim­
bered country nbont ten or fift1•cn mile!! !>road, 
extending Bcross the county; the remaining t.ur· 
fnco is open prnirie, cml>rncing many cxton~il'c 
swamps. 

Soil and protlurtion.•.-'\cnr the western 
boundllr)', ncur the :\echo~, nnd in the middle 
portion ncar tho Cll'tcrn boundary the soil is C:\· 

ccllcnt, consi•~tiug of n !>lack "<andy mould, rcRt· 
ing upon a l>cd of yellow cln) intermixed w1th 
sand ; tho remainder of tho county is generally 
poor, und l>cttor adapted to grnzing than tillage. 
Tho largo swamps '' hich di~figuro this count) 
nrc rcmnrkol>ly well adopted to tho culhvntion 
of rice. 

Strcam1.-1'ho ~cchcs I'! nnYignble through· 
out tho whole e'\tcnt of tho county. Adams's 
bayou and Cow bayou, nro nuvignhlo for small 
steamboats nbout thirty·fii'O miles. C) prcsll 
bayou is nnvignhlc about fifiecn mile!'. 

Jrffrr8on.-Thc county sent, s1tuatcd on the 
enst bunk of Cow bayou, nt tho hcnd of nn\ ign· 
tion, bo.s recently l>ccn lnid oil' into a township; 
it is surrounded l>y numerous oxcolleut farms, 
and contains about twenty hou~c~. 

Sabino city, situated ncar tho mouth of tho 
Sabine river, is yet a more hamlet, but will pro· 
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bobly within a few yean; attain nn importnnl rnnk 
amon!! the citic.; of the republic. The harbour 
here j.., e"<cellent, and ve:;--cls clrnwing nino feel 
water can cro the bar without difficulty. Tho 
trnde of the ~cttlements on the ti:1binc, ·~\'cche-r, 
and its tributaries will probably centro nl this 
point. These rivers water an extensive, fortile, 
and very populous ~ection. 

Natural Curiosity.-A t tho south-western 
corner on tho coast, there is n s•ngular eminence 
or headland about a milo and n half lon~ nnd half 
n mile broad, surmounted by four small islet.'! of 
timber from which it probably derives ill! namo 
of High l 'llnnds. Tho ~oil on this remarkable 
hillock is no exceeding rich black mould, rcl,jting 
upon a bed of reddi h clay. Tho whole country 
adjoining thi:r~ eminence for many.milcs iu c.xtcnt 
is n uniformly level plain. 

LIBERTY COU~TY. 

Boundaries.-This county is bounded on tho 
north by Houston county, on tho cn.'lt by Jn11pcr 
and J e£forson counties, on the south by tho Gulf 
and Galveston county, on tho west by Galveston 
bay and Harris county. It is entitled to one re­
presentative, and is comprised in tho senatorial 
district with Galveston and Ilan·is. It forms 
part of the first judicial district. 
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Suifact.-This county is level at the south, 
but gently undulating nt the north. The south­
ern part ncar the Gulf is an open grn!'sy plain, 
destitute of trees; tho middle portion contains 
~nny extensi\'O prairies, intcr~cctcd by narrow 
!mel! of woods bordering tho numerous small 
streams or bayous. Tho northern part is nn al­
most continuous forest. 

Soil and production.~.-Tho soil of this county 
is generally light and sanely, consisting in tho 
southe rn portion of n thin layer of blnck mould, 
resting upon o. bed of sand and shells. In tho 
middle and northern pnrts the layer of block 
mould is gonornlly n foot or eighteen inches deep, 
and the substratum of sand nnd shells gi ,·cs plnco 
in many exten!'liYe tracts to a layer of yellow 
loam. N cur tho Trinity the soil is generally ex­
ceedingly rich and productive, but liable to inun­
dation. Tho uplands of tho middle and northern 
portions of this county nflord some of the finest 
cotton lnnds of T cxns ; tho southern portion is 
best adopted to grn'l.illl!· 

Slrcams.-Tho Trinity is tho only stream of 
importance; it is generally about eighty ynrds 
wide and eight or ten feet deep with n rapid cur­
rent; ut its month thoro is n brond sand bnr, 
which is tho only obstruction ro its nnvigotion. 
It ofion overflows tho country, to the dislnnco of 
throe miles on on.ch side. A stenmbon.t occn­
sionully plies botwocn tho city of Gulveston nnd 
Houston, n.nd tho sctllomonts on this rival' below 
Cinoinnuti. 
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Fore1t tru.t.-Post oak, white oak, red onk, 
cedar, cypress; and pine, abound in tho middle 
and northern parts. 

Torcn1.-Liberty, tho county !lf!nt, is situated 
on the east side of the Trinity, tlurty milc:J from 
1t.s mouth and eighty miles from tho ~abine. ll 
contains only ten or twelve houses, and is sur­
rounded by rnnny c:<cellcnt fnrrn . 

Anahuac is the huge~>t town in this county. 
It ill situated in a beautiful, elevated prairie, on 
the north-east s1de of Galve,;ton buy, a ~horL dis­
tance below the mouth of the Trimty. This Willi 

formerly a place of considerable importance nnd 
the centre of an extensive trnde; it contain!:! 
about sixty housc.-1, most of which nrc now vnc1mt. 

M.\TAGORDA COL'\T\'. 

Boundarie1.-This county is bounded on tho 
north by Colorado county, on tho cast by Brn­
zoria county, 110uth by the c:uJf, nncl west by 
Jackson county. The following nrc the bounda­
ries as furnished by the chief justice : 

"Commencing at the entrance of tho outlet of 
C£'dur lake into tho Gulf of l\1 oxico ; and from 
thence up tho said outlet and through the Cedar 
lake, to tho upper line of llarriHon's league; 
thence westward to Linnvillo's bayou; thence 
up tho same to tho lower line of the twelfth 
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league west of the S..-tn Jlernnrd river; thence 
a long the said line to !'aid riYer; thence up tho 
m1ddlo brnnclt thereof to the inter.;cction of a 
line e:< tcnding from tho head of Dig crt.•ck to tho 
Colorndo ri,cr, at the upper line of tho Kincheloe 
longue; thence along the !--'llitl line to 1;nid riyer ; 
thence westward to the hcnd of the Trcspulncios; 
and from thence to the dividing ridge between 
that creek and tho Karnnkawny; thence down 
tho said ridge to tho bny of :llntngorda; thcuco 
th rough the mnin channel to tho Gulf of :lfexico ; 
thence along the shoro of said Gulf to tho place 
of bcginuing." 

This count}' is entitled to one representative, 
nnd is comprised in tho t-cnntorial distl'ict with 
Jack~on and Victoria. It forms n part of tho 
second judicial district. 

Srn:faci'.-Tho wholo county is almost uni­
formly level ; thoro 11r0 a few slight undulations 
at tho north. The Colorudo nnd CnnO) nrc bor­
dered by very broad fores ts, extending in many 
places six or seven miles on e ither s ide. Tho 
smnllor streams nrc bordered by narrow belts of 
forest. The remainder of tho county, compris­
ing more thnn two-thirds of its surface, is open 
prairie. 

Soil aiiCl prollurtiona.-This is one of tho 
richest nnd most productive counties of Toxns ; 
tho ~;oil consisting generally of n very deep, rich 
black mould, cnlircly free from sloucs, rosling 
upon a bed of reddish lonm. cur tho Canoy 
tho soil is of n anuh1lto colour, light unu fl'inblo 
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near the bonks of this stream, clammy nod adhe­
sive near the prairies; it is di-.tingui<~hed for its 
ru;toni.;;hing fertility. The crops of corn, cotton, 
SU!.,"llr and potatoes, r.u-;ed in this county, nro 
equal to any produced in any part of Texas. 
The .\gn\C or American Aloe, grows 111 abun­
dance upon tho numerous shell bank" ncar tho 
con-t. 

Htream1.-Tho Colorado empties into tho bay 
in tlus county, by two outlets about two miles 
apart. Tho navigation of this stream is com­
pletely obstructed within si:decn miles of its 
mouth, by immense quantities of drift wood, 
forming several large rafts I!Callcrcd at intervals 
along the river to the distance of four or five 
miles; tho largest of these rafts is about five 
hundred yarilii long, extending entirely across 
the stream. Above these the Colorado is a 
broad, deep, rapid stream, and its waters through­
out this county nrc generally coloured by tho 
reddish mud along its banks. Tho Caney is a 
small sluggish stream of muddy water; it is 
navigable for small steamboat~ about thirty miles; 
it is remarkable for its high banks, which riso in 
many places forty or fifty feet above its surface. 
Peyton's or Bay Prairie creek, is a small stream 
of clear, pure, wholesome water, navigable thirty 
miles. Live Oak creek and tho Trespalacioa 
arc small slu~gish sl reams. 

Town.!.-Matagorda, tho county flOat, 1s tho 
only important town ; it is situated on an clovntcd 
plain, at the south-western corner of Bay Prairie, 
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two miles cast of the left outlet of tho Colorado; 
it contains nbout one hundred hou~l's, nnd its 
popul.\lion is mpidlr incrun~ing. The Colorndo 
<.:u:t.cttc, .a \1 cckly IIUW:<J'I!IliCr, is pubJi,hcd nl 
this place. When the roll of tho Culorudo shnll 
hn,·o been n!mo\cd nnd it ml\igntion opcnc:>d, 
llu~ tO\\ n will uruluuhtcdly Lccorne the do pot of 
one of tho mo!it fertile, prorlucti\'o nnd O\tt·n ivc 
S"cllons of Tc\n!l. Its hnrbuur is excellent, nml 
at ull srnsons nllords admission to le~sels drow­
iog eight or nine feet of \Inter. 

MIL \.l\1 COU~TY. 

Tun1 county is bounded north by wrexplorcd 
tcrntory, cnt~l by the Brazo.i, south by 'Vushrng­
ton county, nnd west by Bru;lrop nnd Travis 
counties. Il is entitled to ono reprcsontntivc, 
nnd is comprised in tho senatorial di~trict with 
Robertson. It forms n pnrt of the third judicial 
clit;trict. 

Suifacc.-Rnnges of high hills styled tho 
Colorndo )fountains, extend across tho western 
portion of tho county. Their gonorul direction 
is from north-en~t to south-west. They furnish 
tho source!! of tho Drushy Snn Gnbriol, Snn 
l.con, St. Andrews, Pccnn nnd other strenms. 
Tho rorno.indcr of the county is gently undulating. 
A lnrge portion is open prnirio, but forests nrc 

9 
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scattered !10 generally O\'Cr the surfuce, thut tim· 
ber is nbuoduot in c\'ery section. 

Soil u.nd production1.-The soil of this county 
is generally of an excellent quality, ) icldin~ from 
40 to 60 busheb of corn to the acre; and from 
2000 to :3000 lbs. of seed COlton. lnd1~0 j..'l"0\\!1 

in great abundance spontaneously, oml \\ould un· 
que,tionably be found a very prolitublu crop, if 
reduced to cultivution. Jri,·h and l!WCCl J>Oiatocs 
are produced in great nbundunco, and ure of the 
be:st <1uality. This portion of T exus will un· 
doubtedly soon become one of tho finc~t gruiu 
growing countries in the world. Il c;utnot be 
surpassed by any country for rye und oats; und 
from no experiment made last ycur by Alexander 
Thomp:10n, E:!<}., h ving twel\'O mile:! wcllt of 
T enoxticlan, we might a lmo!lt venture to add, 
wheat. F rom one peck of seed, he miscd ten 
bushel:~ of excellent wheat. Tho whole country 
affords an abundance of excellent pu.11ture, und 
facilities for raising immense herds of Cllltle . 
Vast herds of wild cattle of the domc'ltic breed, 
and buffaloes, nrc found in tho northern and 
western parts of this county. 

Stream8.-This county is remarkably well wa· 
te red, and abounds in beautiful , purling streams 
of pure and wholesome water. Th1' Brazos, 
which forms tho easte rn boundfLry, differs little 
he re from its appearance neare r tho COill'lt. It 
is unquestionably susceptible of s teamboat navi· 
gution, to tho g reat falls, and will no doubt be 
navigated so soon as Lhe country shull become 
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sufficiently bottled to require it. Tho water of 
this ri"or i<~ somotimM quito brockish nt tho 
falls, owing to the fuel that one of its bronches 
runs more than 70 mtlcs through a bed of ~;alt. 
In low water or \I hen this branch provnils, the 
rtVer ttl I'Otnetimes affected for near 300 miles. 
Tho Red Fork enters thi~ ri\'or ncar the great 
falls. It is n beautiful stream of about 1 0 miles 
in length, and runs through a body of red land. 
Little R"·cr enters the Brazos from tho wc~t one 
mile nod a half above ::'\al~hville . Its principal 
branches arc the St. Andrews and an Gabriel. 
This river and its lributflries aro said to water 
more good lund than any other in tho republic. 
Cow creek and Bosque river nrc also considorn­
blo streams, coloring tho Brazos from tho west. 

Tho Pecan river is a beautiful stream of about 
100 miles in length, and enters tho Colorado 
ncar tho mouth of tho San Saba. 

Fore8t trees.-These are _generally white, rod, 
post, and Spanish otlk, pecan, cottonwood, ash, 
elm, black walnut nod holly. 

Tow11s.-Thore arc no towns of much impor­
tance in this county; but the population is in­
creasing with great rapidity. 

Nashville, on tho west of tho Brazo&, (tho 
place known ns Viosca on tho map,) is now tho 
county seal, nnd tho principal town in tho county. 
It contains about 400 souls, and is one of tho 
most delightful situations in Texas. Tt has an 
abundance of fino water, nncl is vary hcnllhy . 

Tcnoxt iclrtn, 1~ miles below, is an old Mexi-
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can station, but is now nearly deserted. It con­
tains but 4 or 5 houses. 

The inhabitants of the county nrc principally 
settled on and nr>ar the Brazos below Nn.'lln ill e. 
There arc probably about 800 inhabitants in the 
county. 

iJiine11 and mineral8.-Rich sil\'cr mine.,, and 
lead and copper abound in tho western part of tho 
county. 

Copperas and alum nrc found in great abun­
dance 10 m~ny parts. I t contains some vnluablo 
quarries of stonr>. On the waters of Dandson's 
creek, is a valuable quarry of mill·btonc grit ; 
iron ore is found in abundance. · 

Petrifactions similar to thoNO dcBcribcd in 
Houston county, may be found in the Routhcrn 
part of this county, ncar Tcnoxticlun. The bank 
of the Brazos hctwccn Tcnox.ticlan and "i"ash­
ville is said to contain a valuable quarry of mi ll­
stone. 

Salt water is found in many parts of tho county. 

'\tO~TG0;\1ERY COUNTY. 

Tms county is bounded north by tho old San 
Antonio road, west by tho Navasoto and Brazos 
rivers, south by Austin and Harris counties, and 
east by L iberty county ami tho Trini ty river. 

This county is entitled to one representative, 
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and is comprised in tho scnntorial district with 
W n~hington. It forms a pprt of the fin;t judicial 
di tnct. 

Surfiu~c.-.\ runge of hi~h hill'l c\tcnd nero. 'I 
tho northern pilrt of the county; the ntiddle and 
'lOut horn . cction'i I) ing in tho undulating region 
of T oxll!l, nrc nearlv level. The stream~ nrc 
skirted w1th broad bCits of timber; tho remain­
der of the county consist~ of Nnmll prairies, in­
terspersed with iq(ets of timber, e:tcept tho north­
eastern part, which is nlmO>ot cntarcly woodlnnd. 

Strcauu.-Tho Brazos ond '\ nvosoto form a 
pnrt of tho western and northern boundary. The 
!:iau1 Jacinto, Luke creek, and Bodn.i'l, rise in this 
c~ounty; tho lt1tler three arc all small streams, 
und nrc remurknblc for their clear nnd whole­
llornc water. 

Porrat trct'I.-Pinc predonnnntcs in tho bot­
toms of tho Run Jacinto, nod Navnsoto. Post 
oak, white nnk, cedar, hickory, buss-wood, cot­
ton-wood, nnd oflh, arc found in abundnnco; nlso 
hlack wnlnut, cherry, nnd bl•nch. I mnwns1• 
I)U'Hititics of c~rd lcnt builrlin~ timber orr found 
111 the section satnntcd betwctm tlw ::;nn .Jacinto 
noel Luke croci<. 

S oil ancl produrlicm,,.-Thc soil of tho hottom 
lands conRiHts gcnornlly of n vr•·y rich, block 
mould, oflOn four or five fct' t deep ; nenr tho 
northern part n sori r!4 of ridgos, on hi~h unduln­
lions, extend ncro~s tho county, affording but n 
scunty grCJwth of pO!!l oak, pine, ond blnck joel< ; 
tho soil of tho prairies in tho !lonlh<'rn nod middle 

9' 
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portions of the county is generally excellent for 
grazing . 

• lliMrall and mineral watcr1.-In tho north­
ern part, near tho mouth of the ~a1a<~uto, i .. n 
celebrated sulphur spring, which ntrmt'l a lar~c 
atrenm of water, highly impre~natcd 11 ith sul­
phur, nnd 19 the re!lorl of invalids from \'arious 
portions of the republic. A. few limcro.tono rocks 
are found in the eastern pa rt of the county ; nho 
iron ore. A valuable spring of salt water hall 
been recrntly found in tho north-eastern pnrt of 
the county. 

NACOGDOCIIES COU~'PY. 

Boundarie1.-Boundcd on tho north by the 
county of Rod River, on the east by the 1\ttopc, 
on the south by J aspe r and Liberty countiCfl1 and 
on the west by the Neches riVt!r. 

Under the .Mexican organization the \funici­
pality of Nacogdoches formerly embrnccd tr rri­
tory suOiciently largo for two rcspectahlc stnto 
governments, but the divis ious modo from Limo 
to time, have reduced it to the present county, 
which contains about 30,000 square miles. 

This county is entitled to two represeutatives, 
nnd is compril!crl in the senatorial district with 
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Houtiton. It form' n pnrt <1f tho lifth judicinl 
di~trict. 

,'-,'ur(urc.-Thc urfitco is gcnemlly unrlulat­
inf5; ihr:ro nrc somo pine hills IIC.'lr the centre. 
1t 1s covered throughout by fore t trees, with tho 
exception of n few smnll prniriPs. 

Soil ami produclio111.-Tho Xechcs, Angelina 
and ,,\ttoyac ri\'er , nficml rich blnck bottom 
lntti.l"~, unJ their tributaries large quantitic~ of 
hickory uplnntl<~, of n re1l nml mul.llto colour. 
:\orth und south of ~acogdochC!I thl'rl' 1, consi­
dorahlc pine timber, lunong which tho soil is bar­
ren nntl samly. The soil of thi" county I'~ well 
ndupted to tho gtowth of cotton, corn, nod all 
other prodtwtion'J gcncrnlly grown in the snmo 
lntituclc. A great vnricty of ~ropes grow spon­
tancoully, "'01110 of which arc or dulicious lhvour, 
nod would, by cultivntion, become ,·ulunblo lor 
tho mnuulitcturc of wine . 

.)'lrcam.,.-Tho ... • cchcq, '' hich bounds it on 
tho west, will lxl mt\'iguhlo lor smallstcamhonts 
suitably construded, ns high n!l the f4tm Antonio 
rond; nnd the An!.:cliun, which flows throu"lh its 
centro, to :\louul ::;tcrlin~; nrtcl lhl' .\ tlo' uc on 
tho cu!!l, to tho Sun Au~u~lirw nncl l\ncogdoches 
road; thu!! nfii>rdiu~ to its population, when its 
nnlurul n.rlmntagc:~ shnll he dcvolopctl, corumcr­
cinllilcilitic~ surpa!<-iCd by but fuw COilllti r~ of' thO 
republic. It ig inlcr~perscd througlwut bycrocl(s 
and branches of' pure nnd running wntcr. ::lprin~:~ 
arc abundant, nnd tho water oxcollont, nnd tho 
well wn.tcr i11 gcnornlly good. But few local 
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causes of disease exist, and its salubrtt) general­
ly is perhaps equal to any portion of the globe 
having the same latitude ond clcvalton. 'I11e 
disea~s of the summer are mild remittent ond 
intermillenl fe\·ers, which yield readily to pro­
per remedies. The atmosphere is dry ond clo!l­
tic, and has the mo:.l salutary innuenco on con­
stitutions which have become impair(•d by n long 
residence in the sickly regions bordering on tho 
Gulf of ;\[exico. 'f hCTe ore several mim•rnl 
springs pos!!cssing valuable medicinnl quolitie!l, 
which at a day not distant will bcconae plnccs of 
resort for valitudinarians, and tho~<' \\ ho H'Pk 
such places for purposes of recreation und nrnu-1'­
ment during the summer months. 

1\'acogdoches, the principal town, is huml~omc­
ly situated on an elevated angular plain between, 
and jwst above the junction of the beautiful stream 
Bonito, on the west, and La ~ann on the <'a~t. 
T his town was one among the fin; t estnblildwd 
in Texas by Spain, and g rew under her nurturin~ 
care to considerable importance; hut during till' 
revolutionary war which ~overed Mexico from 
that dominion, it sustained several times the ruin­
ous consequences of a desolating wurfnr<'. It 
was used us a military post by Spain and .M cxi­
co, up to 1832, when the Mrxicnn Ccntrnlal't 
troops sta tioned there, were expdlcd by its c iti­
zens, and tho inhabitants of tho ncljncent country. 
It is in lat. N. 31 dog. 40 min. onrl W. lon. from 
\Vashington, 17 cleg. 17 min., is th C' cmmty t'C'n t, 
conlat!\11 about five hundred inhnbitm1ts, nnd at 
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the present timo i mpidly improving. The 
Cherokee o.nd Shnwnco l urlinn'l occupy tho uorth· 
wc~ll'rn portion of tho county. 

Curiositiu.-'l'ho mo t :rernarl..'11ble is the nrti­
ficlnl circular mound ncar the Xcchc~, on the 
plantation of Captain firnd hnw. Tho dinrnetor 
of it"J lwro i<~ nbout r.n,· vnrd , from which it 
rises with 11 stCCJ) ascent 'to' rm elcmtion of tJome 

. fifty feet. It is on 11 high plain, o\·crlooking the 
valley of n creek. Tho surface ncar its baso is 
smooth, nnd tho earth which forms the mound 
wns evidently carr iccl SC\'Crnl hundred ynnls from 
tho edge of o.n abrupt docli1 ity, from which n 
largo nmount of enrth 11cerns to hnvo been 
scooprd. 

Jllmcral ,.-Tho formation i;; entirely srcon­
dnry, und nflords but few sp~'r.irncns which uro 
interesting to minernlogist". There is nbundunco 
nrgiluciou:; oxide of iron. In ~orno part:; of tho 
country imperfect lirnostono nnd !\and rocks, 
stron~ly mnrl<cd with nmrin" irnprcs~ions, nro 
found, nnd tho siliceous oxuh• of iron, which nrc 
sometimes employed usn coa~ huilding mntc­
riul. I ron py.nttli nrc occn~ionnlly discovered. 

Then• cnn boa !'!ufllcient quantity of !<niL mnnu­
fucturod o.t tho So.lino on the ~crhcll, nt n dwup 
ro.tc, to supply tho demund for tho surrounding 
country. 
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RED RI\'ER COL 'iT\'. 

Tun county is bounded north b} lh·d Ri,cr, 
cast by the United States, south by Ilarra~n and 
":'\ acogdoches counties, and west by :-. ocogdoche11 
and Fannin counties. It is entitled to three re­
pre!'entallve:o, and is compr1scd in the l!ienntoriul 
di,;trict with Fannin county. ft form!! a part of 
the qeventh judicial di~:~trict. 

Suiface.-Most of the county is moderately 
uneven, and in many places beautifully \'orie1{ated 
by low, gently sloping hills and broad vulleya. 
There arc a few small praireR. The two Jargc~t 
are the Sulphur Fork prairie, ncar the north­
westent boundary line, and the Caddo prairie, 
near the south-eastern boundary. The former 
is about one hundred and twenty miles long and 
eight or nine broad, the )alter is about eighteen 
miles long and three or four broad; mo~t of tho 
remainder of the county is covered with den~o 
forests. The " Hickory U pi nods" ncar Soda 
lake, constitute one of the mo'!t beautiful nnd 
productive portions of Texas. The hills hero 
frequently rise from one to two hundred feel 
above the surface of the lake. 

Soil and productiona.-This is one of the 
most fertile portion!! of Texas. Nearly the whole 
of the northern and middle portions, embracing 
about two-thirda of the county, cont~ist of urnblo 
land of the first quality. A portion of it i11 11tylcd 
th4> 'Red .Lands," from the c~olour of illl1mil, 
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which is a rcdrli h brown or chocolate colour. 
The lnnd in thtl southern and south-crL-.tcrn por· 
tiou~ j-; ~omewhat ~uuly, well adopted to ptu!tur­
ngc, c~crpting the lund immediately bordormg 
the • 'abine, \\ hich i~ generally of nn C\.COIICnt 
fJUnltt). :\lo-t of tho lund in tho northern nud 
mulrllc portion i:~ cupablo or yicldrn~ crops 
nvcroging of colton, a halo to tho nero ; of corn, 
70 bu:~hcls, u.nd of Irish potatoc:;, 500 bushels to 
tho ncrc. 

Strramt.--Tho principal . lrcnms nr·o Rec.l 
Rrvcr and Sulphur 1-ork; the lnttcr with n.lllllo 
cxpcn'IO may be r~·ndcrcd nn\ i,:!ablc to " the 
Forks," nbout one hundred und lil\y miles. Be­
sides these, there nro so\·cral ':illlnll trihulnrios of 
Red River, a mong which nrc 'irll oret~k, Pmo 
creek, Snunrlor:1'li creek nnd Brg Pino creek. 
Thoro nrc nlso nt tho 'Iouth und we'll mnny beau­
tiful rivulets, tributnnes of ~al11ne und Trinity. 

Lakc8.-Aiong tho cour~c und ncnr tho Red 
Rive r, nrc scuttorcd n great nurnhor of J:mlllll 
lnl<es, which probably Juno bcou li>rmctl by tho 
wntortl of this lltrcant, whrc h hn'l boon sol hnck 
by tho immon~o ruft whrch formerly blocltocl up 
its channel ; tho lurgc~l of these lnkes i~ Cnddo 
or Sodn lttlto, ncur tho 'louth-oo-;tcrn boundary. 
It is about one hunclrcd and liny rnilcs long, and 
from two to twenty broad; mo~l of it is quito 
shnllow, and mnny trunks of tho docnying tt·coR, 
which formerly grow upon its present bod, tlti ll 
project from its bo'lom, romloring its navigation 
quito dangerous. Smull stcambonlll aro 11lmost 
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CGnstantly plying between the shores of this lnke 
and the portion of R ed River below. 

T oarn8.-The principal towns nrc Jonc bo­
rough, Clark,~illc and Hidalgo. Jonc,bo rough, 
situated on the right bank of R ed River, nbout ten 
mile~> below F ort Towson, contains nhout fifty 
hou~e!'!, and its population is rapidly incrca.,ing. 
Clarks\ille i11 a flourishing village, !'lituntctl inn 
broad nnd beautiful prairie ncar tho head of Sul­
phur Fork ; it W II.S first laid ofT for a town in 
J uJy, 1633. Ilidulgo, situated in tho northern 
purl of Saunders's prairie, on tho bank of R od 
River, hilS lately been laid out, and promi!'eR to 
become one of tho most flouri!lhing villngcs of 
eastern T oxii.S. 

Fore1t tret8.-Ncarly e\·cry variety of the 
oak, except live oak, are found here, nl!'!O walnut, 
n.~h, hackberry, elm, pecan, cedar and 5ll~~fra.'l; 
spicewood, redbud and wild peach, constitute tho 
undergrowth. Pine abounds in the southern part. 

REFUGIO COUNTY. 

Boundaric8.-This county is bounded north 
by tho county of Goliad, cast by tho Gnudnlupo 
and the Gulf, south by tho Nneccs, nod west by 
the upper line of Power's g rant. 

This county is e ntitled to one re presentative, 
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unJ 111 cumpri cd in tho liCtuaturiul Ol!>lrtct 1\ tth 
Huliud and t;an Patricio. It limn" part of tho 
fourth JUdiciul di.trict. 
, , Sur:/ilf·<·.-'J'ho tiurfuco i~ gcncrully lllll'lo 
1 he lnncl graouully ascends from tho coust • 

.i\lo l of tho county i O(M!Il prairie, beautifully 
intcr11pcrscc.l With ~;mall inculutcd gro1·cs. Tho 
'an Antonio uutl Uuuc.l;llupc uro fringed "ith 

broad, den c lurc•t~. 
• 'oil am/ protluctions.-Thc snil is gcncmlly 

I'"<Cc•llcnt, cun~i ting of ll clt•t'p, rich, hlnck mould, 
rc!-ltlllg upon u hcd of tmndy loa m. ,\lost <If it Ill 

ndmir.1hly n·laptctl to the cultiHitiun uf colton 
and su,gar. In the north·wt•sll•rrl part, there arc 
n lew t-am!) ridge<~, 6'1( . · ·rttng u thin gro11 th of 
pO!!l oak tuul hlack ja•· ;, . 'l'hi'l portion of tho 
county I " bcllcr nduptctl to ~ruzin:.; tlmn tilln/.!c. 

Strnw1,,.-Tho pnnc1pal tl'l'allls ore the 
Ouudulupc ant! San ,.\ntumo. 'it•ttlwr of them 
t\ ro now I IIli 1guhlc, ns intmcttst' rulit~ of dril'twootl 
c•ulln•ly hlnck up thoir 111Cllllh>'. ~elmo uf tho 
rufts of the former t.trroam till! linn· or livo mii<'S 
Jon~. The Rcli•gio, A tun sa , a11d {;hiltipm, nn• 
small 'ilrcum~, narigahlc nh<tul lillcut miles lor 
hoalM dmwing thrl'u lcl'l 11atl'f. 

Jt'orc .vt I rc cs.-ln tlw I!!Htlhcrn pn1·t oro C'l.tl'll· 
siru fim·~t~ur li1c ual( nnd lllll~qutt; in thr nnrlh· 
em pnrl nrc found pt•ran, whitu ouk, pu!~l unk, 
cl 111 , lutddK.'IT}' uwl mulhcrry. 

(J'anw.-'l'he Amn~n, hu) nnd tlw ncighboltl'­
ing prntrius Il l'<' tho 11 int<'l' rcMor ts of itmumcru· 
blo flocks of wthl gcrsr, hrnnl~<, wild cluck!!, nnd 

10 
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plo\er. Droves of "ild hor:'!C~, (mu tong,) and 
lar~e herd~ of deer, or~ found in nlm~t c.:vl'ry 
prmric, also a species of hare, rcrmu knhly lar~c. 
Turkics, and a species of grouse, abound in tho 
fore!!ls. 

Town1.-Rcfugio, the county "eat, hcnutifully 
situated on the cast bank of tho !'lrcarn uf tho 
same name, was formerly one of ~he rnu t flour­
ishing towns of we,;krn T exas. Tho inhabitants 
carried on a very extensive and lucrative trudc 

• with the 'l exicon.s of Chihuahua, Coahui la, and 
Tammaulip_as. It is now in ruin"• ha\ ing bc~cn 
nlmo~t enttrely de: troycd dunng the bnlllo of 
"Tho ~[io;s ion." 

A settlement has lx'eo commencc·d at Live 
Oak P oint, on tho south ~ide of Aran~n" bay. 
Thi'l point promit~es to become tho site of n nt•w 
city, which will rival the fir,t cities of tho repub­
lic in commercial resources. 'l'he hurbour nt 
th_is place is excellent. Vc~ cis drawing eight 
feet water may approach withm si 'ty yards of 
the shore at all ~;ensons. 

Few counties of T exas have suffcrcd more 
from the ruvogos of war than tlu:~. J t wns for n 
long time entirely dc populuted, and nearly half 
of its forme r inhabitants have fallen victim11 to 
the cruelty of the invader. 



Rollr.RTSO:'\ C<lt::'\TV. 111 

ROI3ERT::l0'\ COl '\T\. 

Tnt• r.ounty i hounded north hy une\:plorcd 
ll'rritory, cast hy tho Trinity ri~t·r, south by 
\Vn h.ingtun anti ,\[ontl!OillCr) countic>'~, nnd 11c~l 
by 'ltlam county. lL wu-; crcntcd b) nn uct of 
congrc ... ~, nppro\'cd Dcccmb•:r l•llh, 1 3i, which 
dclinc'l its bomulnrie-; n~ follows, "'"' : " Hcgin­
nlllg on the Brnzos ri\'cr, nt tho county line of 
tho COIIIIt) of \\'u~hinrrton, ond running on thot 
line easterly to the Trinity river; thence up thnt 
nvcr to the northern cd~c of the cro~s timhcrl;; 
thence duo wc!it to the Brnzo'l ri\'cr; thence 
down that ri\'CT to tho IICftinning point." 

This county i'l t!ntitlcd to one rcprcscntnti vc, 
and is COillJlrl""ll in 1ho senatorial cli-<tricl 11 ith 
::\1•lnm. It lorm" part of the thirdjmlicinl district. 

Su~far.r.-Thc cn«lcrn portion of tho county 
borderllll{ the Trinity, i'J hilly, hut the hill" oro 
not '>tC<'JI or precipitous, noel rise with n gentle 
nsct•nt from the ,·nllcyK. Thl') ore of n mummil­
lnry form, and their top~ nrc• !J:I!nrrully hcnuti­
fillly rnunllcd und "lllnoth. The country i!l nlso 
ll0111c11hnt hillv nrar tht• souJCC'> of the '\tllisoto. 
The rl'lliOJfllll';. of tlw county h ~cntl) undulnting. 
DI'IIHI' fnn·~l>i 1'\.tcnd nlun~ tho Triui1y, nnd be· 
lwrc•n tlw Brazos unci Little Hnw.ns i uut tnO!~l 
of the county con~islll of prairies dl\or>-ified wi th 
nunwrnuq puRl onlt gc·nvo!l. 

Suil.-'I'hr Rill I hotwel•n tlw flr<11.ns nnd Little 
Brnzo!l iH n~tnni~hingly fl•rllh•, nnd yield~ cr?pll 



of curn. cmton nru.l potatoes, unr.\rl'tlcd hy those 
of llO) other t.~·ction of the republic. Thl' soil 
on the N:l\ i .. oto is al~o C,\trcdiugly rich. rnn j .. t. 
ing of a deep ferruginous I•J:lm, iutt·rmi:~.cd with 
calcarious ~:ubstances, which udtl great!} to its 
fertility. There urc n few >-and} ridge in the 
southr:rn pnrt between the '\(n isoto nrul Trinity. 
Jiost of the county, howcn:r, i~ \cry fertile, 
ond con~idt>rcd by many as tho best portion of 
Texas. 

lVcrd prairie8.-In the bottom'! of the Bra­
zos of this county, and in the adJoinin~ county of 
Milam, nrc many prairies which nrc covcn~d with 
n den~e growth of weeds, in tend of wn ~: from 
this fact, they arc styled weed prutrie«. Tho 
soil of the~e prairies is extremely fertile, and is 
<O light and friable that ufl!'r the wcctl!'! hoYe 
been huroed on~ a person may cosily plant it 
merely by kicldng it open with tho shoe. Tho 
settlers prize those prniriefl very highly on ac· 
count of the fertility of the soil nnd the facility 
of clearing thcrn. They rrll'rcly burn on· the 
weeds, anrl then with a light hoc plnnt the maize, 
without ploughing. Tho corn thus planted rc· 
quires hut ()Or: hof'inu, nncl grncmlly ) it>lcl~ from 
forty to fifty buslu•Jy to tltr: :u·rl'. l'rohahl) '' ith 
prop~'r til !Ill!~'• this tmil would ) i1•ld c•ighty or a 
hundrNI llll~hf'l,j tn the nr:rr·. Hnuu• or lhc~o 
prairies C'Outuin IIHUI.Y tlwu~nnd uc·r1•o;. Tho WN'd" 

which r:llvC'r thl'rn, chieny helrmg to tl Mprwic•!'l nf 
l ndinn hemp 01' nax. l'o!'l. iltl} nl !;(}In(' futurn 
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day, it muy bz found worthy of c-ulllmllon, like 
tho COIIIIIIOn ll:\"1: or hCillll· 

StrHwu.-Tho BrnzO!, Trinit\, '\a1·asoto, nnd 
Littll' llruzo>~, nrc the principal H ,rn,., 

Thr \an1 oto i~ n hc.mtitill trcarn of pure 
nntl 11hole•omo 11utcr. It11 current is not mpid, 
and il i r:tn•ly :mhjccl to inundation. It is nn1 i­
gublo for kt-'CI boat11 nbout forty or fifty miles 
from its mouth. 

Tho Lilllc Drazo<; ri c., n few miles cnsl of 
the ~rl'al full!! of tho Brazo!l, nnd runs ncnrly 
pnrnlll'l with that rin!r nhoul "~t'lcnl} mile~ l\l 
the eli tnncn of only fire <lr l'ix mile,.. It is l\ 
srnnll, slu~gi .. h "tn·nm. 

,)Jinrral~.-'l hc roclis helon~ wholly to the 
l'rcondnry furrnation"· E'\tcn•irc quarries of 
linwstouc nnd stnml•h>IIIJ n nl found in mnny 
plucr~. Rail 1-'pring~ nro nl o finrnd. In tho 
bnnk~ of the Brazo!'l uml L ittle• Brn1.11~, nrc im­
mcn~o bed~< of coni or li!!nite: tht•sc> hcd'i on thn 
Littln Brnzo<~ ore rPprc~c·ntPrl tn hP four or fivt• 
ft•ctthiclc. Iron oro j.., found 111 immense qunn· 
titir~. 

Tmrmr.-Frnnklin, itnntf'rl on tl~ "\nrnsoto, 
i~ the nnl} town nf noll'; it l'onthin<~ only nbout 
thirty hou•cs. It j, snrrnunclt•cl hy mnny C"tcd­
lcnt farm"!. Most of tiH' ~;cttlcmcnts of this county 
nro botwrcn tho llruzus and "'uvnsolo. Tho 
populution i!l now rapidly mcrrnRing. Owing to 
it~:~ frontif'r' position, thi!-! county has until recently 
boon ulmo!-ll dcpopulr\tcd. 

CrotJs timber.,.-Tho cro~s limbers mcnti"no d 
10' 
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in th~ act dclinin;r the bounduric of this county, 
arc ollcn rc1crrcd to in the public journuls of the 
country, and by tm\'cllcrs, as nne of the principnl 
lnn•lmnrk" of the country; yet almost t!\'Cry in· 
divirlual \\ ho has truvcr,.cd thi" sccttnu, diflilrs in 
his dcscriptiou. Horne rt>pn•,,.,ut tlicm as n lut•g, 
nllrrow belt of wood~, extendin9 nero tho crmn­
try from the Red river to the Rto c: ramie; othnrs 
reprc~cnt thcrn n" n belt of woods, about ten or 
twenty mile>~ wide, extending frntn the Red rh·or 
to the Bruzos; other~, as u bell of woods Ynry· 
ing from ton to fifty 111ilos in width, cxtcmlin~ 
from the wooded region ut the ~;ourcc>"~ uf tlw 
T rinity, almost due north to the Arknnsn.<:. The 
latter is probably tho tmc definition. The coun­
try o~·er,;hndowed by the Cros" Timbers nbound11 
in :ramo, being frcquc•nted hy irnnwns!l hcrtls of 
buffalo, deer, and wilt! hor~f!". Thc~o \H.odi 

nl~o afford vn>:J t quuutitic" of wilt! honf!y. Thi 'l 
re~ion i'l watered hy thou~nnd ~ of l!runll ri\'ulnt!l 
of pure and wholt•some wnter. 

-~~), .. (.( ..... 

::lAfll ~E CO( ~TY. 

Tm>~ county is hmmdrtluorth by Hh•!lhy coun 
ty, cast by tho Sahinc rive r, ~<oulh hy JnHper 
count~, and weHt hy Hnu Augustin~ ~ounty. 'I' he 
fo llowrug arc the boundnrics ns defined by 1111 

net pns~etl at the la!lt f!ession of congr~'ss: 



... \II tho tcrrit•>ry I) ing "" t of tlw Hahuw 
rhr)r, sotJih of ShcllJ\, l'lllil nf ~.Ill \u~ustmo 
cnunty. nrul north of Jnspcr count~· . and not in· 
chult•cl in nny other county, shnll con~titutc nn.! 
compose lhtJ county of f.:.abine." 

Thi county is cntitlccl to one rcprcsl'nlativc, 
mul as comprised in the senatorial cli:-trict 11 ith 
.'lwluy nml Harrison countiu... I t forms n part 
of thn i\th judicinl tli .. trict. 

Su':ftrrr.-This c:>unty clo~clr rcsl'mliles the 
ncljoinm~ county of !"nn \ ugu tine. The whole 
surfitco i11 gt:nlly unclnlatm~, nml genorully sup· 
portq ll hf'll\',Y gro11 th of timber. T here nrc two 
or three ~mallprnirics in tho we tern pnrt. 

,')'oi/.-Tho soil of tho we~tern portion i11 simi. 
lar to thll Redlnnds, und i~ of nn u:-.ccllcnt qunlit). 
Thnt of the rnmnintlcr of the county is t:cncrnlly 
light nnrl sanrly. Thoro arc, howe1·cr, many 
exton ivc tracts of good land in the !'outh-wcstcrn 
part, ncnr the ~nhino anti on tho Pnlogntsho crc·ok. 

Strcam ... -Tho ~abino is navigable through· 
out tho whole court;C of the cnstcrn houndnr\'. It 
i'l #tcnPmlly one hundred ynnls wide und ·Iii:-. or 
l'i~hl feet dct•p; it.s wuter is quit<' limpid nne! 
wholm.,omc. The remaining stream~, of which 
the Puhlgntcho is the principal, arc qniltl ~<mnll ; 
tlwir wntor is generally wholt'somo mad ngrcenblc. 

Fnrt•.,t /rct•y.-f>ogwoocl nbonncl~ in the Wt':-;1. 

l'fn pr1rt , pine in tho micldlc, nncl bench in tho 
en!ilOI'Il portion. There nro nl!lo hu·go qunntitic!-1 
of hickory, n~h, r im, nncl cottonwood. This 
count) contnin'l but fow inhnbitnnts; tho popu. 
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lation, howe\"Cr, i"' rapidly incrca<~in¥, nml hnrn· 
le~ arc "pringing up in C\"cry dircctton. 

SA~ AuGUSTI~E COU'-.TY. 

Boundaric&.-This county is honndccl on the 
north by the county of Shelby, on tho I'U.,l by 
the county of Snhine, on the south by the county 
of Jasper, and on tho west by the county of '\n­
co~dochc~. Its greatest length from twrth In 
south is about forty miles; its average '' idth i3 
about twenty-five miles. 

Thi" county is entitled to two reprcscntativr.s 
and one Fenator. It forms a part of the fil'lh 
judicial di~trict. 

Suifucr.-Tbe whole surface is embraced 
within tho elevated undulating region of Tcxos . 
.;\c!arly tho whole county is woodland. 

Strcam&.-The famous Ayish bayou i'l tho 
princtpal stream of this county, running twnrly 
through its centro from north to Routh, <•mptymg 
into the Attoyac at the south-west corner uf tho 
county. The bayou takes its name from a ~mall 
tribo of Indians, who some fifty years n~o livecl 
upon its banks. The Altoync iH a small river, 
forming the western boundary of the county; it 
is about eighty miles in length, and empties into 
the Angeline river; it is navignblo for smnll 
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boat . The Big ~arul) is nnothcr con itlcrnblt: 
11.'1) ou, running in n soutb-1\c.~tcrly direction 
nero tho north t•ml of tho county, nnd l'mptit·~ 
intn tho,.\ ttoyuc; mnking, like thO>.\~ i~h bayou, 
onu of tho IIebl tn•am for Wtltcr JIOIIl'r in the 
country; both of them hdn,:.r ""JIJIIicd h) the bc~t 
pring,, nro nc1cr-liriling -tr<·'"'"· 

Soil 1uul prorlurliolll·-'•·arly the whole 
count} i!l 11 part of tho " ltcdhml~," the ~;oil of 
\1 hich i11 cxcc·cdingly proclucti1·o und )nJ;ting, 
) ieldin!( in nlmnchua·<•, cotton, corn, rye, outs, 
potntoc:-~, und lll<J"l cuhnan H'gclnblcs. Thoro 
nrc n few snntly ritlgcs in thn ,.nuth-t•astern pnrt, 
supportinq n thin growth of pine. There nrc n 
few srnull prniric.s scatll•rnd in diOcrent pnrt!l of 
the county; the svil of th<'!'C i'-1 inynrinbly n rich 
hlaf"k mould. 
11nrn8.-~nn ,.\ 11 tine, tho county sent, is 

plea 'IIlii)' tiituate•l on tho .\~ i"h llnyou, ncur its 
.• cn1rcr., und is the mo'l 11om i hing ami populous 
town in ca'ltorn Toxns. It wns lnid oil' in tho 
woocls in August, l e!J:J, nnd has ,.incc irnproYcd 
with great rnpitlity. It contnin" many ncnl nnd 
clt•;;anl buildings. Thoro is n wecldy ll"W!lpnpcr 
published ut tlus place. Tho ponulatiou amounts 
In llhout twl'ho humlrl'd. ;\sit is :-ituatl'd at 1\ 

di ... tnnel' f'nun na1 i~rahlo wat!'rs, nnd po~,;r~~l's 
few c·tnnlll''r<'inl mlvantagP!I, it will not pl'olmhl) 
rontintH' to improve ll'i mpidly IIH it has lll'l"('lo­
fort·. 

()/imnlt•. - Thn ..timnl<' is milt! ami l'l'lllnrl<a­
hl) lwnlth~. '1'111' tl'lll(ll!l"fl lllre ofsumnwr :;cldnm 
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c:..ccccJ., 91 dl'g:reP:i J'orcnheit, ond of winter I;(! I· 
dom f.1lb below the frcc:~:ing point. Snow i.: '1· 
dom "CCn. 

Jllineralt.-The mineral" are ttumcrou.,.. T ron 
ore i'l found in irnmcn"c bed,;; lend i'l found in 
small quanti tic:;. Also limestone of nn e\cellcnt 
quality, and beds of millstone grit. There nrc 
&c\·crnl \·alunble mineral springs ncar San .\u. 
guqtinc. 

SA~ PATRICIO COU~TY. 

TuE bounclnric::~ of this c_Qunty nrc yet undo. 
fined. Thi<~ dr-scription wilT I.JO limited to thnt 
portion of Tr-xn!l lying south of Bexar count), 
and wrH of Re>fu~io and Goliad, bounded us fol­
low", viz: north hy Bexar county, ea!'!t by Re­
fugio county nncl n pnrt of Goliad county, south 
hy tho c;uJf of 'texico, nncl west hy tlw Rw 
Grando. It iq uhout n hundred and thirty mil<·s 
Jon~ and scveuty or eighty broad. Tlu• wcstl'rn 
portion w.t9 formerly n part of Tnmuulipuli. 

This county iH eutitlcd to one rc~prt~~<t•ntntivl', 
nnd is compri~Nl in tho !'Cnatorial diHtrict wi th 
G(Jliarl and llcfugio. It formH a part of tho 
fourth judicial di ~trict. 

Sur.farr.-Tlw Houthern portion is lcvol. Tho 
midd)l.' und northern parts uro broken hy mtdu. 
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lnted ritl:,rcs of n modcmto t:lc\"ation. The 
stream'! nro fringed with n11rrow belt>~ of wootl­
lnnd, except ncar tho co<~~. wln~ro the \\hole 
country is entirely destitute of tn• . Tho re­
mainder of tho county is n \'ll t pmirie, divcr-.i­
ficd by n few in~ulatcd gru\·es of me quit, po~t 
oak, nnd 11 tnll >~hrub cnllctl wi-r.ltchv. 

Soil and prOtluctionr.-'l'hc ... ciil ncar tho 
'\ uecu, the Sel Colorado, nnd Rio G rnndc, nt n 
tltstllncc from thl' coa!it, is oxccllcnt, con~i ... tin~ 
gcncrnlly of n rich nlluvinl depo-it of rcddi~h 
loom or n deep black sandy mould, intermixed 
with dnrk coloured -.and. The remainder of tho 
county 1s snndy nnd poor. It i>~, howcn•r, fnr 
from 1Je111g n dc~t~rt, n!l hns been gt•ncrnll} rcprc­
~>cntcd by writPr~. 'fo l of it -.upport'" u den.,,~ nml 
of grn"-., nnd i!l ndnurnbly ntlaptcd fur pnsturngt•. 

817'CCtm,,.-The principnl ::;trcnm9 nrc the ltio 
G rnndc, cucnll, Sci Colorado, Ulmo~ 1:-'nn Fer­
nnndu, Pmtus, nnd Aguo Dulce. Tho H1o 
Grnndo hardly do:,crvt'll tho nntno it hcn.r,;, us 
whon co1npnrod with tho principal ri\orH of 
America, it cannot he cou~idt•rcd u ~:rml rin•r. 
Tho portion of it furmin~ tho wc~t!'rn houuclnry 
of thi1 county, i~ ~~uorully unl) nooul !.!00 ) nrds 
wido, nnrl 110 Hhnllow iu nmny ph1ct·~ thnt Vl'SSl•ls 

rlrawiu~ live or 11ix feet of wntcr cnnnot nsr'l'ntl 
moro tltnn nl>oul n humhcd milt·~, II\ orrlumry 
lllugct~ of tho stn•tun. Its Clll'rt•nt iH cxccudin~ly 
rnpid. It i1:1 nnvignblo ul ull scMom~, f'lw HLOIUll· 

huat11 drawing th1·cp or four feet of wnlcr, M titr 
I\ 'I ( 'nn1nrgo, ahoul 200 nulcs from 1IH mouth. 
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In the summer of 19:!0, Capt. Au,tin a9Ccnclctl it 
iu a !'Ill:!. II .. team boat nearlv to Rev ilia, about :JOO 
mile:::~ from its mouth. Jl~ found tho na\ igatiou 
above ('a margo excecuiJlgly tlitTicult [Ultl Jungcr­
ou~. ln many in .. Lancc::; the mpidity of the c·ur. 
rent completely overpowered the action of the 
steam engine, urul he "as compelled to u e tow 
line in order to rnukc uny progress. 'l'hc ~cl 
of this river b!'low Revilla is cluclly quicks.uul, 
which is constantly swept from place to place by 
the current, forming innumerable changiu~ tland 
bar,.. lt.; bank~ arc generally quite ~tccp. 'J'hc!y 
arc often uudermined in ~uch rnanner durin~ tho 
annual freilhel~, that whole acre~ arc ut tunc,; 
suddenly pret:ipitutcd into the stream, :111cl not 
unfrectuently the river opens to ihdf u new chau­
m:l through the country to tho dist1wcc of eve­
rat mile:~. In rnany places thc,.c new channels 
ha\'C ~cn cut through bank~ thirty or forty feet 
high. The Rio Grande, like the llrn:r.os, by 
opening abruptly into the Gulf of Mexico, con~ti­
tute~ a sin~rular exception to tho ordinnry hur­
mony of nature as mentioned by St. Pie rre, who 
ha.~ wisely rcrnarlted that nature lm~ "contrived 
dN!p bay~ sheltered from the genorul cu rrenl!i of 
the ocean, that during stormy weather the nv1•rH 
might dischnrge themsclveH into them in a;!~cll· 
rity, anrl that the finny legion'! lllight rc,u!'l 
thither f(,r J'IJfuge at all Henson!!." By rcfcn'nco 
to the mnp, however, the intelligent naturuliHl 
will readi ly decide that both of thea;c rivers huvo 
been accidentally turned away from the natural 
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outlets; and appcaruncea near their mouth evi­
dently indicate, that the former has at some diS­
tant JXlrlod poured its wntors into the bay of 
Dmzos Santingo, tho lnller into tho west bay of 
Gnlvedton. 

Tho ~uece~ in this county is generally about 
70 yard:~ WJdo, and three or four feel deep. lt 
is navi::,rnblo for srnnll boats aboullOO miles from 
its mouth. Its mn igation i~ grently obstructed 
by aand bars. Tho other stretuns oro quito 
small; tho 1mtor of soverol of thorn is brockltlh. 

Lakc8.-Thero nrc many flmoll lakes or ponds 
situated nearly mitlwny between the '\ueces and 
the Rio Grande, ond about fifty miles from tho 
coast; the water of mnnl of them iA bl\lt. Tho 
famous salt lal•o is Nituntod about thirty miles cast 
of tho Rio G rondo, nnd seventy miles from Sun 
Patricio. 'l'hi!i lake, or rothcr pond, is about 
three miles m circumference, and of on ovnl 
figure. Its waters gentrully e1nporato dunng 
tho summer, len' in~ its bod completely covered 
by a crust of ~nit, four or live inche-. thick. .In•· 
monso quuntillefl of thi!i llalt oro nnmmll) collected 
by tho l\le:xicnns of tho IWighonrill(.t ~;totes. 
During tho dry bCil~On it is collcctetl by ureuking 
tho crust into lar~o calw~, nnd 111 tho wet season 
tho cuuical crytllllls 111'0 rul<cd together from the 
bottom into boak1·l~, and in this munnct· tnkcu 
awny. Tho luke i!i tlurroundcd by sundy untlu­
latod ridges, covcro'l with low butllH's of,1 isntchy. 
There is a small !alto of cxcollcnt fresh water 

11 
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only a quarter of a mile from it towards tho 
mouth. 

Town1.-San Patricio, situated in a drlightful 
proirie, on tho north-cast bank of tho '\ ueccs, 
about . even miles abo,·c its mouth, wn!! forrn~orly 
a place of considerable importance , nnd contairH'd 
forty or ftfty houses. It is now nlrnost entirely 
deserted. 

Lipantitlan, situated on the south-wc!lt side of 
the ::\ ueces, about four miles above San Put nero, 
in the woody fringe of the river, formerly con­
tained about forty houses, nod was reputed one 
of the most beautiful nod healthy villages of 
T exas. 

This county is almost entirely depopulated, 
tho natural consequence of border \\ orforc. It 
is capable of sustaining a very dcn~c population, 
nod will necessarily be rapidly settled on tho re­
turn of pence. I t is one of tho most healthy 
portions of Texas. The climate is generally arid 
and very mild. There nrc hardly ony marshes 
throughout its whole extent. 

SHE LBY COUNTY. 

Turs county is bounded north by Harrison 
county, cast by the Sabine river, south by Sabine 
and San Augustine counties, and west by Nncog· 
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doches countv. Defore the creation of Ilnrrison 
counl\, its h~undnries \H're n folio\\ s, viz: 

" lieginnin"' nl tho mouth of the mull bn.you 
which emptit• into tho Sabino river, ju~t l!Qiow 
tho town uf llumil ton, uml running up that bayou 
to the ern in; of the rond leading from HnmiJ. 
ton to S<ul .\ U;tlhtme; thence on that road to n 
point oppo 1tc Buckley's; thonco on a di rect line 
including Buckll'y's house, to n hou~o Intel) built 
by J. ltowo; thence on n direct line to n point 
right on the ro,ul leading from J. ,)[. llmdley's 
to San Au~u,..llnc, one und 11 lmlf miles dtt~tnnt 
from ~a id Bradley's; thence on n direct hne to 
Kerr'11 ferry on the Alloyac river; thence up 
that rtvc r to its source, or to the cro~si ug of 
'l'ranunel's trail; but if l;lticl t rail 11hould croRs 
nbo\ c the hend wnters of that mer, then the ~aid 
line 11hull run duo we~t from its hend wnter'! to 
S3.itl trnil ; thence on tlmt trail to the Sabine 
river; thenco up that rt\'er to the Cherokee 
cro~stng of tho l:iltrno ; thence on tho road lending 
to Jon••sboro to the Big Cypre~s b:tyou; thence 
down thnl h:tyou to L akt• Hodtt; tht•nco cnsl to 
tho bounchtry ·11110 between this Republic nnd tho 
United Stutes of the north; thence nlong 11nid 
line south to the Sabine riwr ; thence down tho 
said river to llw hcginnin~r po111t." 

This county i!l entitled to two n•prcscntative!l, 
and IS comprisNl in tho senatorial district with 
Sabino ami Harrison. It forms n purl of tho 
sixth judicilll district. 

Sm:facc.-Tho sot1the rn portion is generally 
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undulated. The northern and middle portions 
are di\·erc;ified by hills of a moderote olc\'ation. 
There are a few small prnirios in the WC'<t~m 
part; the rell'lainder of the county is \\OOdlund. 

So,/.-Thcrc is a great diver~ity of &QiJ., in 
thas county. The northern portion contains C't· 

len,ive hickory uplands of an e-<cellcnl rtuality. 
The middle portion it~ disfigured hy many poor 
sandy rid~<~, supporting a thin growth of pill(·s. 
The southern part is c rOS!'Cc.l by nlternato ridges 
of a soil resemblin~ the Redlands and a 'lOil of 
a grey colour, restang upon a bed of dark red 
clay; both of these arc remarkably rich and pro· 
ductive, and considered equally valuable. Tho 
soil of the prairies and that of the broad plain of 
tbe Tanaha, consist of a deep, rich, black loam. 

Stream.t.-The Sabine, the Cypre s and Tn­
naha, arc the principal streams; the latter flows 
through an extensive level plain and frequently 
overflows its banks. 

Forut tree1.-Dogwood, pine, hickory, n.qh, 
elm, and beach, predominates in tho southern 
part; pine in the middle and northrrn portions. 

Toum.f.-Shelbyville, tho principal town, is 
silUated nPar the southern bank of tho Tannhn, 
on an elevated and fertile plain. It contains 
about thirty houses, and is rapidly increusing. 
Hamilton, ncar the southern boundary, is yet a 
mere hamlet. 
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fRA YI ' COU'\'l'Y. 

Trn~ county i~ bounded north by uno:<plorcd 
territory, CU.'>l hy Milam county, south by Bas­
trop ct>unty, on•l we-t hy Be'tar county. It wns 
created from n p:Lrt of Bastrop county, by nn net 
of cougrc""• npproYcd Jnnu:1ry, 1.., 10. 1t 1s co­
titled to onu rcprcsentutiYo, nnd is comprised in 
tho sonntoriul district with Bastrop, Gonzales 
and Fayette. Il form!! u part of tho third judi­
cial di11trict. 

'w:farc.-Thi~ county i'l hilly in tho northern 
portion; tho rema inder of the county is undulat­
ing, with the exception of the llOrtions adjoiniug 
tho s treams, whore deep r;ninc~ nnd broad ,·al­
leys extend, nnd apparently indicate, thnt tho 
whole ~ection wns once undulating, and hns been 
furrowed and worn down into its present features 
by the action of running water!~. Nearly nlltho 
streams ntthcir t~ourccs rtow through deep chnsrns 
or narrow ravines, which grodually widen toward!'! 
tho Colorado, nnd open into broad valleys with 
level alluvial bottoms. These volleys oro inva­
riably skirted hy nhrupt ledges of rock, which 
jut out from the adjoining hills, forming in some 
places precipices one or two hundred fee l high ; 
generally, however, they nrc only a few feel 
high. Tho vulloy of the Colorado ubovo Austin 
is quito narrow and broken by ledges ; below 
this city it suddenly opens and displays many 
brood plains that rcsomblo tho rich prairies of 

11' 
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the Je,el country. The hills of tho northum 
pnrt are mOl!tly covered with wood , and the 
&treams are !!kirted with narrow fore,ts; tho 
remainder of the county is prairie, ioterspcrtiCd 
wsth small islets of timber. 

Soil.-The soil of the northern portion!! of tho 
county is remarkably sterile, c:tccpt along the 
streams and on the level summits of tho hill~. In 
the middle and southern portions arc some of tho 
best lands of the republic, especially tho nllu,-inl 
bottoms of the Colorado. Tho!IC alluvial tmcts 
are chiefly compoc;ed of light sandy loam, the 
detritus of the limestone and other secondary 
rocks, and nrc very fertile. The soil of tho 
prairies is generally a deep black mould, resting 
upon sandy loam. There is one rcmnrkablo fea­
ture in the soil of this county. In mony places 
it is comparatively hidden by a mantle of pebble 
stonell, varying in size from more grains to thot 
of ordinary paving stones. These stones nrc nil 
siliceous, and where they are numerous, render 
tho soil quito sterile. They are scattered so 
irregularly over the surface that tho soil of a 
srtsall fraction of the same acre may bo remarka­
bly fertile, and tho remainder exceedingly sterile. 
The summits of the hills are generally level, and 
nrc covered with a rich black mould, which is 
very productive. On these hills none of tho 
pebbles are found. This county produces oxcel­
lent crops of corn, cellon, rye, oats, and various 
culinary vegetables. It is believed that wheat 



I'R \\I C.:OU:\"l'\", J:l7 

nud apples, pcara and other fruit , may he rai<-rd 
hero to great nthantaj!C-

Strcam•.-Tho Colorado ia tho princ•pal 
11tream. It is, through thia county, generally 
from one to two hundred }ard wide, and flows 
with n ,·er} rnpid current. ,\bout threo miles 
abovo Au tin n rocky le-I go tl"\tends entirely 
nero: the stream nnd ob-tructs the navigation. 
The nvcr hn!l wom in thi"' INigo many deep, nar­
row channels, through which tho water rushes 
with tho \clocity of n "mill rn.co.'' Tho waters 
of tho Colorndo nrc generally quito limpid nnd 
pure; but when >~wollcn hy hcayy rains they 
sweep down tmmensc volumes of red mud, sand 
nnclsiliceoua pebble~. 

Tho Piedinnlcs is nearly ns Jnrgc ns tho Colo­
rado at their junction, which is about twenty­
five miles above tho city of Austin. It flows 
into tho Colorado from tho west, nod is nbout 
seventy miles long. It is formed by innumom­
blo smoJl springs of pure transparent water, and 
is gcnernlly so clear thnt emnll pebbles may be 
readily distinguished at the depth of thirty foot. 
It hns a gentle current, nnd wmds through one 
of tho most fertile and bcnullful vnllrys of Texn!l. 

Spring creek, Union crock, Bull crock, nnd 
Aqua Frio, nrc amnii streams that enter tho 
Colorado from tho west; nnd \Voller's creek, 
Shonl creek, Ilnmilton's creek, nnd Cypress 
creole, enter it from tho enst. Thoso streams nro 
nll amnii, and nrc formed by Iorge springs which 
gush out from tho limestone strntn in tho neigh-



bouriog hills. Some of th~c streams ntThrd 
many excellent mill "ttes. On tlw Aqtm frio i 
a cascade about twcnt' feet hi!.:h. Burtun'11 
.sprin rrs, ncar Austin, nrc. worthy of nut ice. The 
watc:' here gu~he:~ out from the lime~ tone rocks 
in a stream ::.ixty feel wide anti four deep, anrl 
run~ with an cxecc!lin~ly rupid current to tho 
Culorado, about hnlf n mile di ... tnnt. A mill will 
be ~oon erected on this stream. Tlu~ water of 
all thc~c s treams i ~ remarkably cool ami refrc.'lh· 
in~ during tho summer month .. , and the ~<prinw; 
prc~ervc a nearly uniform temperature through­
out the year. 

Forellllrce11.-In the northern part, cedar and 
post oak predominate. Small groves of live oak 
nrc scattered throug h the county, c hiefly along 
the streams and over tho undulating portions. 
\Vulnut, white oak, elm, a.sh, pecan, haclc bcrry, 
and cottonwood abound. A few pine trees nrc 
found in tho southe rn part. R ed cedar is found 
in great abundance along tho streams in the 
northern part, and u. species of white cedar is 
found in abundance on the hills in tho northern 
part of the county. 

llfineral1.-The rocks of this county belong 
chiefly to the secondary formation, and nrc ar­
ranged in nearly horizontal s trata. They con­
sist chiefly of limestone and !<andstone. Tho 
limestone is found forming tho summits of tho 
highest hills and julling out from thoir feet along 
the sides of the valleys. Sandstone is found in 
large blocks, many of which arc perforated with 







TR ~ \ ll COU:o\T\". 129 

holes, and arc iCattcrcd over the !!Urluce of the 
hills and plaan . The santbtoncs 11rc COilr~c, nnd 
contnm ore'lmc fo .. ·il", hclonj!ing chiclly to the 
i!l!ncm pecten nnd o trmn. 'i'hll limc~tunc vary 
Ill dl•n<it)" front suf~ cnllllhJiug murJs to firm 
~ompacl rock , rC•CIJIUJin~ lilrC l mnriJJe. j\[any 
of these lim • tones arc argilluccou•, and enclo•O 
fo il'l IJclonging to tho g~:ncm ostr.J.·a, pecten, 
cnrchum, grey phen, ammonitt•s, and nuutilcs. 
(:JohuJcs of JiUJphun:t of irOIIIIfO nbo found illl· 
hccldcd m them. Both the linH'"'tonc and sand­
l'touc stmtn ufiord excellent building matcrinls, 
nml ~cveral valuaulc quarric<~ hnvc nlreacly been 
opened. Agate, chalcedony, qunrtz, flint, and 
other !<ilicenu~ minomls arc limnrl in nbuntlnnce, 
l'cnttered abroad over tho surlitce of tho low hill~:~ 
nnd undulating portions of the county. They 
alli>rd an inter~.; tmg subject of inquiry to tho 
geologist. 

To1rn1.-A t ' Tl:'l, tho cnpitol of Texas, nnd tho 
count)· $<'at of thi~ county, i~ situated on the ensl 
hank of tho ('olornclo rtvcr, uhout 200 mile~ 
nhovo it!'! month, nnd nbonl one hun1lrcd nnd 
sixty miles frum I fon!lton, in n north-wcqtrrly 
dirrction . 'l'his plncr, in Jmw, 1 ~30, contninNI 
ouh' thrt:e or four cnbin~, unci now contain~ nhnnt 
twn hunclrccl hnu e.,, some of \\ hich oro quito 
well built ami comfortnhlC'. Tho prrsiclcnt'"' 
house i~ the hnst huiltling in the plncc; it iN two 
Atorics high, tm~ n portico in front nnd r<'at·; nnd 
although, if situntcd in nny ono of tho lnrgcr 
towns of thoU nited State~, would nttract little or 
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no attention, appcnr" nlmo,t a pal:tce contrasted 
with the hou•cs of the frontit!r hnmlct~. Tho 
capitol is 11 largo 0111:-story uuilding, noout 0110 

hundred and t\\crrtv feet In- liflv; contain:'! t\\o 
room'!, each about -fifty !Jy 'thirt)· feet, separated 
by a passage twenty feet wide: ow! of these 
room• i~ occupied n!j the stnatc chamber, the 
other a.o; the hall of represcntnth·e~. The build­
ings occupied by th(' heads of tho st:vcml depart­
ments, nrc generally log cabin", fitted up in n 
neat and commodious style. The population of 
Austin, at this time, amounts to three or frmr 
hundred people. The site of Austin i~ r!!marl<n­
bly beautiful, nnd tho surrounding country prc·­
sents some of the most picturesque ~:crnery in 
America. Tho view from tlw prc;;idtmt's hou e 
is exceedingly Jiuf!. Thi1:1 building is Fituntf'll 
upon an eminence, elevated about two hundred 
fc<:t aoovo the h!:d of the Colorado, and com­
mands n prM~<:t extending ~cv1•rul milr.s along 
thn course of thnt stream: at the foot of this 
erninrnce, a grn!I:'IJ pluin, irrtorspor <Nl with rnnny 
beautiful gmvc::~ of livo oak, cr•dar, nnrl post onlc, 
11xtends wcstward to the river, J)(·ynnd which, a 
!:'Prif's of hills, 80IIIC of which llrl' tuft1'1l with 
fomsts, some with hare grn- y :;uuunit!.l, nrrd 
Mrn'l with fon·~ts nncl ,foplO!~ ~rnssy lawn~, fl<l', 

f>VI:rlr>pping "aclr otlrl'r in wrld t•onfu· ion, nncl 
forlrl mltJ c,[ tiro most dl•lightfnl nrrd prcturl:squll 
land~carl(•l! illlagirlllblr·. In corrttllnplntirrg th i" 
scene, the eye of f.111ry can scnrccly fnil to rnngo 
forward iuto Lire futum, when flocl!S and herd~ 
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shnll enliven the~e hills nnd dale~, nnd nenl cot­
Loges nnd clc::;.tnl nmn~ions «hall bo scuttcrcd 
ubrond over the countrY, combinin~ to form a 
picture of b<>nuty nnd lon:liness unsurpu,.sed by 
any 1wrtion of.\ me rico. 

Curiositic.,.-"\n cx tcn~ire cave hns been dis­
covered ncar the city of Au~tin. The cnlrnnco 
of thi" cnvo i-1 ~ituntcd inun olcrnted plain, upon 
n hill ubout three mile::~ di,tant from tlw ci ty, in 
n wel!terly direction, and ncros>~ tho Golo•:nclo. 
Thi" entrance forms an uperturc. ubout eight foot 
long and four or fi,·c wide, rendered irregular 
by projecting nn~ulur frngmcnts of rocks, nnd 
smlts suddenly liko a well to the depth of a fow 
feet. From the lwttom of this aperture, two 
pa~<.ages extend into tho rock>~ ncnrly nt a right 
angle. Tho smnllt!:>l of tho>o, which i1:1 nlwul 
six feet wide nod three or four high, extend~ 
towards the north in n hori:~.ontal direction, nnd 
at tho distance of about a hundred feet f1'0m tho 
onlrnnco becomes ~;o nnrrow thul n mnn of ordi­
nary size can with difliculty pcnctrnto fiutho1•; 
hero nnmorou~ lllllnll pnll,;n~el:l c.x tcnd obliquely 
upward~:~ into tho rocl<l!. Tht' otlwr and mnin 
pn~:~.~ngo of tho CllVO i!l nboul twice tiS lnrgn 111:1 lho 
former, extend-. in nn cn!ltcrly direction, uhliquoly 
downward~, ubout one hundred fct•l, whl'l'o it 
opcnii into n cluunbcr, uhout twc111ty ft•ot widu, 
thirty fcr t long nnd fht• or six lngh. Mnny Jllll'· 

row pnAsngt•!j extl'lld boymul this, rnul prolmhly 
communicnte with olher subtcnanenn chambers 
that have not yet been o.xplorecl. Tho wnlll! of 
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this cavern are limestone. Small stalactites 
have formed upon them, and in many places unite 
with stalagmites from the floo~, foruung small 
irregular columns. These nrc genentlly opako, 
and of a dull, dingy white colour. The floor of 
the ca\·om is generally covered with a deep bed 
of dirt, in which arc enclosed many bones of 
bears and other animals. It probably contains 
large quanti tiel! of nitre. The walls of this cave 
exhibit in every part the action of n current of 
water, and evince its origin. Thoro nrc proba­
bly in the neighbouring hills many 1nmilar cav­
erns, which have been worn in tho rocks by 
subterranean torrents. 

VICTORIA COUNTY. 

Tms county is bounded on the uorth by Gon• 
zales county, on the east by Jacl<son county, on 
the south by the Gulf of Mexico, and on tho west 
by Refugio county. It is entitled to one repre­
sentative, and is comprised in the f;Onntorinl dis­
trict with Jackson and .Matagorda. It forms a 
part of the fourth judicial district. 

Suiface.-Thc portion of this county lying 
within from twenty to thirty milc11 of tho conJ;t, 
is quite lc:vel ; the remainder of the county i~:~ 
undulating. The pmirics of the undulating por· 
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tion nrc genemlly smnll nn<l ui\'ersifieu with 
mnny i-lots of timber. Tho :<tnmm in this sec­
tion uro lined with forest!!, 'nrying from n fow 
rods to n few miles io \ddth. In the Je,el JIOr­
tionQ, tho county is entirely open prairie, and 
even tho trc-:tms oro not di .tingui bed by border­
IllS forests ns 111 other pnrts of the country. 

Soil.-Tho soil nenr the con. t is gcnernlly 
poor, consisting of light snndy lo:un, except nenr 
tho strenm~, where it generally consists of n 
rich, black frinblo mould, resting upon n bed of 
IIIUldy calcareous lonm, nnd i:~ very productive. 
Tho land!:~ near tho G nudnlupo nnd its l:imnll 
tributary stream-., nro consulered equal to o.ny in 
the republic. Tho soil of tho northern port of 
the count) varies con~idernhly ; in somo places 
it is argillaceous and very ndhes1vo ; in others, 
light and sandy. Oficn in tho snmo field sandy 
loam predominates in one section, nnd cloy lonm 
in another. 

Strcam8.-Thc Gnudnlupo m this county is 
generally two hundred yards wido nnd ten or 
twelve feet deop. Its mouth is ob:structed by n 
small roll of drill wood, lt fow hundred yards in 
length. This raft will probably soon bo removed, 
and the river will then bo mwignblo for stoum­
bonts to Victoria, ubout seventy miles from its 
mouth. A swamp, varying in width from ono to 
two miles, extends from tho collllt along it11 enst­
orn bank to within ton or twelve miles of Vic­
toria . This swnmp is covered with donso, im­
ponolmble thicltets of cane, flngs and creeping 
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plants, and IS the retreat of innurncrnblc flocks 
of wild. fowl. 

Tbe Lavncca is navigable about thirty·fivu 
mil~ for boats drawing four feet water. It is a 
sluggish stream, and aUI courliC is generally quito 
serpentine. 

The Gnrcitas, Arenoso, Union, and Chocolnto 
creeks, arc nil small, and thc1r wntcr:i arc gcne­
rnlly quite pure and wholesome. 

The Colcto empties into the Gaudulupo n few 
milc3 below Victoria. Jt is a beautiful stream 
of clear and wholesome watcr,and is dibtinguishcd 
for the remarkable beauty and fertility of its 
banks. 

Fore1l lree1.-Post oak, white oak, elm, hack­
berry, and pecan, are found in abundance 1n the 
undulating section. Live oak nbouncls in the 
middle portion of the county. 1\lu~quit is found 
in the western part. 

Jlfineral1.-Limcstone of an excellent quality 
•~ found in the northern part. It form!! when 
burned, good lime, and is much used as a build •ng 
material. Sandstone is found in the southern 
part. 

TowM.-Victoria, the county seal, i1:1 tho ouly 
village worthy of note in this county. 1t is 
pleasantly situated on the cast bank of tho Gnudn­
lupc, and contains about one hundred nnd fifty 
housc!l. It is one of the most flouri1:1hing villnJ.(C!l 
we~t of the Colorado, und its population iH rnpidly 
increasing. 

Linville, on the Lavacca, twenty miles from 
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Victoria, is now attracting ~mo attention, ns it 
is the point to which mo"l of tho ~ood~ nud mer­
clmndisc nrc ~hipped for \ 1ctori;1 and othor 
"~cttlomentl:l" on tho Gnudalupo nnd La\ act·u. 
Tho custom-houso for the dC.trict of La\ ncca 111 
•itunted at this place. 

W.\.SIII:XGTO~ COUNTY. 

Tms county HI bounded north by tho San .\.n­
tonio rood, ca11l hy tho 1\ a rn,oto and B rnzos 
nvcrs, south by Cnnoy crook, nnd a portion of 
Austin nnd J\lontgomory counties, west by the 
dividing ridge hotwcon the waters of Cumming'!! 
creek of thtl Colorado, and tho wate rs of cw 
Y cars and l cgua creek!<, of the Ornzos. 

Thi::~ county i11 t•ntitlcd to two rcprcscntntivc~, 
nncl i11 comprit~cd in tho scnutorinl district with 
J\fon l~?omory county. ll forms n pttrt of tho 
third JUdicial dullrict. 

Nurfacc.-'l'ho surface of this county i <~ gene­
rally unduhttt~g. There nrc rnnny hills of a 
modcrnto clo\'1\tion, w1th smoothly rounded sum· 
mits, situa ted in diflcrcnl parts of tho county. 
T n tho north-t•nJilcrn part nro nmny o:-i.tCni'li\'o 
f{)rrs ltl cnclo~ing nume rous ~:~mnll prairies. Tho 
rc>m ninde r of tho county present!! many lnrgo 
prtu rics, intorspcr:;ed with grove::~ of timber. 
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The principal ~lreams arc lined with very brond 
belts of timber. 

So1/.-Tho ~oil of the bottom lnm19 of the 
!'rtrcams of this county is of nn excellent quality, 
and reo;cmblcs rno~t of the ~oil of the Brazos' al­
ley, being n deep rich loam. Tho soil of the 
numerous prairies is generally very rich nnd 
mellow, n.-;~uming dillhcnt colour ; dark, grey, 
red, and chocolate. Both prairies ond bottoms 
support a thick mat of grass, and arc well adapt­
ed to grazing. 

Slrcam.y.-'fho Brazos and Xavn.~oto rivers, 
and Yegua, New Years, and Caney creeks, oro 
the principal streams. Tho Brazos is generally 
about eighty yards wide ; but is ob,tructed by 
fulls or rapids a short distance above tho town of 
Wnshin~ton; above these fulls it is deep, o.nd 
navigable for boats drawing three feet wnter 
throughout the whole extent of the county. Tho 
Navasota is a deep sluggish stream, navigable 
for small boats thirty miles above its mouth. 
The other streams arc small, have rapid currents, 
and afford many excellent mill site~. Tbe11c 
streams nrc fed by innumerable springs of sweet 
and wholesome water. 

Town.Y.-Wnshington, tho county tlco.t, is 
beautifully situated on high post.oak land, on tho 
west bank of tho Brazos, immediately opposite 
tho junction of tho Navasota, and n fow miles 
below tho mouth of tho Y ogun. Tho country 
around is broken by numerous hills of moderato 
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clcvntion, nnJ prc,cot scenery dil"ersified and 
btmutiful. 

There i~ al~ the town of Indcpcndoncc, with 
a hi~h, health) ituatinn in th(. La ll<1hia prairie, 
ten (lr twchc milc..'l \\c.! I or \\"n hington. 

l'rotl~tctimii.-Indian corn, cotton, potatoc~, 
rJO, and oats, arc tho principal productions; but 
ll is thnu~ht that 11 lwut, su,.rnr cane nnd indigo, 
woulcl tlo well; nml nil sort" of H'gotables, nnd n 
great 1Ur1ety of fn1its, nro known to succeed re. 
mnrknbly well. 

Nitu•mlii.-An extcn!!iYo bed of excellent coul 
hns bcon found on tho Ye~un, about tweh·e miles 
from tho town of I ndependence. l ron ore is 
found in the northcrn part. (~real quantitit•s of 
"prtriliccl hone~" of an unmen~e stzc, hnYe been 
fou111l in the bed of the Brnzo'l. 
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