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APPLICATION FOR SURVEY.

Application No. Z ff

To Mr, T.J.Mahkffey, County Surveyor of #arris-ﬁ%unny,’Taxns;

By virtue of Section 8 of an Act approved hprilﬂlﬁjf;ﬁus.anﬁ
Act May, 158, 1907, 1 hereby apply for a survey of the following de=-
scribed unsurveyed land appropriated .to the public free schodl fund
under Chhpter 11, Act, Febrmawy; 23, 1900, to-wit}-

Situatedin Harris County, Texas, and in the County site, Said
tract is bounded as follows;

Being the vacated part pf Chenevert St, between Block 162 and
Block 118 and betweemthe Horth.lina of Tewas Avenue and the South Line
orBupdnie Ave., and between Blocks, 163 and Block 117 and between
the South line of Preston Ave., and the North'line ofBsdrie Ave.,
and all that portion of Jackson Street Wetween Block 102 and Block

118 and between the North line of Texas Ave., and the South line of

Bpairiie Ave,,and allthat portion of Jackson Street betwemn Blocks 113

and 117 and between the North lime of Praiibeive,, and the South line
of :Prestéa Ave, in the City of Houston and all of that portion of
Chartres Street between Blocks 173 and 184 and between the North line
of Texds Ave., and the South line of BnairdeAve., and all of that \?
portion 6f Chartres Street between block 185 and 172, between the %
North 1ine of Pnainie Ave.,, armd the South line of Erastdnaﬁie.,1in the
City of Houston, fully described in deed of vacatlon hereto attached
and marked Exhibit A, same being a deed from the City of Ho@ston
to the Houston Pelt and Terminal Railroad Company, dated 18th day
of September, A.D 1907, whcreby the City of Houston has vacated sdid
ppoperty for street purposes and dy virtue of the decision of the
Supreme Court of Texas in Mitchell vs Bass 33 Texas 260, is now
and has been since the 1Bth day of Septmeber A.D.1907 public land.

1 solemnly swear that I desire said land surveyed with the
intention of buying it, and that I am not acting imctcollmsdonwith,
or attempting to fequire said land for another person or corporation.

ﬁr ;EL .4@{ Sl
P.O. Ho&Pto:agexas. #

P.0,Box 609
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I, T.J.Mahaffey, County Surveyor of b“aprris Coutpy Texas, hereby
certify that the above and fnregaing application Ho._&;yéas
flled for record on thﬂ_ﬁLﬁnr of May, 1911 at é ~o'clock
L M., and recorded in Vol, /7’ page__44 , inmy office

in Harris County, Texas.

-

a [}

'0 urveyor, 8 County,
Texas,
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3 Exhibit. A

STATE OF TEXAS }
€OUNTY OF HARRIS

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE BRESENTS:That whereas on the 19th day

.‘6f.August 1907, there was approved an Ordinance of the City of Houston,

provides for the closing, vacating , releasing and convayance of the
Houston Belt and Terminal Railroad 5alpanu all those certain portions

g of streets in the Cigy of Houston hereinafter more fully described and

Whereas the Houston Belt and Terminal Railroad Company has in all things
complied with the provisions of said Ordinance now theeefore, in con-

sideration of the premises and in consideration of the payment of the

wmh i

is hereby acknowledged and in accordance with the payment and pro=-
vision and directions of said Ordimance the City of Houston does hereby
grant, bargain sell and convey unto the Houston Belt & Terminal Rail-
road Company, the full described portion of streets wibhin the said City
of Houston to wit;-

All of that part of Chenevert Street between Block 162 and
Block 118 and between the North line of Texas Avenue, and the South line
of Praire Avenue, and between Block 163 and Slock 117 and between the
South line of Preston Avenue and the North line of PradreAvente, and al
of that portion of Jackson Street between Block 102 and 118 and between
the North line of Texas Avenue and the South line of Praire Avenue and
all of that portion of Jackson Street be%ween Blocks 113 and 117 and be=
tween the -iorth line of Praire Avenue and the Soulh line of Preston
Avenue dn the City of Houston and all of that portion of Charters street
between blocks 173 and 184 and between the North line of Texas Avenue
and the South line of Praire Avenue and all of that portion of Charters
Street between Blocks 185 add Block 172 between the North line of
Priare Avenue and the South line of Preston Avenue in the City of Houston

To have and to hold the above described portion of said streets
unto the saild Houston Belt and TerminalRailroad Company its suvcessors, a
assigns forever; it being however, strictly understood that no covenant
of warranty of any character either express or implied is made by the
said Lditfxﬁ? Houston; but it hereby ceunveys such right, title, and in-
terest in and to said above described progerty as its empowered to do
in and by virtue of said above described rdinance, a.d the Ordinance
approved August 30th, 1906, referred to in said above described Ordinance
the City of Houston hereby reserves the right, to maintain all sanitary
sewers and all water and gas pipes now located or laid in the portion of
angg of the above described strests which are hereby vacated, and to have
its right of reasonable ingress and egress S8xaXkxguehxmEre a' all times
necessary for the maintanance inspection and repairs of same.

Witnees the signature of said ¢ ty of Houston by its Mayor, to-
gether with the seal of said City impressed hereon, this X8th day of

September A.D. 1907,
CITY OF HOUSTON
By, H.Baldwin Rice, Mayor.

Attest; -
Tom Bringhurst, City Becretary,
[seal)

STATE OF TEXAS )
COUNTY OF HARRIS )

Before me, J.E.Niday, a Notary Public, in and for Haxrix the coung

uﬂ_nnd_siaLnﬂnrnnaanﬁiquuh4%+a—day*persunmity*&ppﬁaer H.Baldwin Rice, Mayp

of the City of Houston add Tom Bringhurst. City Secretary of said City
of Hous'on, known to me to be the persons whose names are subscribed to
the foregoing instrument and acknowledged to me that they severally
executed the same for the purposes and considerations therein expressed,
and ag an act and dedd of the City of Houston,

Given under my hand and seal of office this 18th day of “ept,
A.D. 1907. J.E.Niday, Notary Public

Harris County, Texas,

(seal)
Filed for record Nov. 8th, 1907 at 1-20 A.M.
Recorded Nov 29th, 1907 at 10-45 o'clock, A.M.

Geo Jones, County Baumk Clerk, Harrds County Rexas.
R. BruceWood, Deputy,
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IW .» and filed with the Surveyor of ..County or Land District,

on the g%dw of.......5 199’/ , under Section 8 of an Act approved April 15,

1905, providing for the sale of the unsurveye

school land appropriated tu the Public Free School Fand by an Aet

Bearings marked................cccommmammen - g:t
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Surveyed.,
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TRELT e oy e SID e R Burvevor. of o - SR M O
Texas, do l'mn:«h;.r LBrt-lf}" thatthu foregomg survey was made hy me on the grouml and accordmg to lnw tha.t thc
limits, boundaries and corners, with the marks, natural and artificial, are truly described in the foregoing Plat and
Field Notes, just as I found them on the ground; and they are recorded in my office in : Book: .

i T ERER o i R

Bapveyor, off: i e ke st ion et o i Rexad:
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» Deputy Surveyor of .

Texas, do hereby certify that the ?Emn._:m survey was made by me on the m...cﬁun _E.w _EnE.mEm to law; that the
limits, boundaries and corners, with the marks, natural and artificial, are truly deseribed in the foregoing Plat and
Field Notes, just as I found them on the ground.

Deputy Surveyor of . £Q#1727 . [ LastatT] Texas.

I ?N %&i £ , Surveyor of § & §

Texas, do here u;&_, that [ have Euoﬁ\ the foregoing Plat and Field Notes and find them correct and tHat they
were made on the ground as stated in the above certificate, and that they are recorded in my office in

Book_... .. L__nx. o Page_ \ &u .................

w«& \m%

Commissioner,

LAND OFFICE
FIELD NOTES

iz

County,

L5100 = four

within field notes is as follows, viz
Agzloslinretmarket valuef? IV

Improvements owned by.._.é?ﬁéﬂ-"-"'-"l S

¥

Swamp...._..

Bry-se Watered,
V74

Orazing, merket-vadee- . .

< Y/

Sworn to and subseribed before me this the

Suitable for Eattlamnt%ﬂ

P. 0. address of owner of enclosure or improvements is

Within enclosure of ﬁ{«é

Market valus of Timber ... .oooooe L
day of  CLLRfobr}

Kind of Timber . .. &£ & €&t

Overflow.. ..

do solemuly --““l.-. tlmt. t.hJa Ml-.ﬂi'ﬂ.ﬂl.t-iﬂn and market

value of the land ineluded within the limits of the

L
Surveyor
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GEORGE B. GRIGGS ﬁﬁWW/ %X

GREAT INCOHONEE:
HOUSTON, TEX.

J.T.R.No.2

It is my contention that the property being a
public highway at civil law prior to 1840, that the
fee to said property is in the State, andthat when
the property is abandoned for street purposes it
is no longer subject to that piablic easment, and
itiis subject to location and survey as any other
State land.

* If I do not make myself absolutely clear in my
contention, and if you do not think that the case

of Mitchell vs Bass, and this case are identical

as to.the conditions of the property so to be covered
by my applications, I would be glad to take the
m&tter up with you further and see if we cannot a-
gree 4hat the property is public sthool land.

Hoping to have your early decision, I am,

Yours truly,

Dic/H

. Address.

P.0.Box 609
Houston Texasg.

Suw Moow 65,0
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GEORGE B. GRIGGS WMER
GREAT INCOMONEE . ﬁ.ug.g, 1911,

HOUSTON, TEX.

Mr. J-T-Rﬂbiﬂﬂn,l Coms , REFERB. D fql.;“_.ﬂmi

Gen Land Office, % 10 011

Austin, Texas. .
g | ‘myﬂ [ A
Jteplying to yours of Aug. 7, am encloging —

herewith corrected fieéld notes to the 7 tracts
which I desire to purchase from the school fund,
I am also enclosing my applications and filing
fee' of $7.00,

I take the position that the property described
in my applications and to which the enclosed field
; notes. refer are a part of the public free school
+ +lands of the State, and subject to sale by your
office. You will notice that I enclose a map of
that part of the City of Houston which shows the
property upon which I desire to file to be a
4 publiec highway in said City, prior to 1840. In
; & my applications and attached thereto as exhibits
' show that these streets have been vacated as public
=~ . highways on the dates mentioned in said applications.

¥ou are no doubt familiar with the ruling of the
Supreme Court of Texas in Mitchell vs Bass 33rd Texas,
260, in which they hold that the fee to all highways
laid out prior to 1840 was and is in the Government,
and that upon atiandonment of same for street purposes
the fee reverts to the State , and not to the abutting
property owners as at common law which was adépted as
the rule in this State in 1840, and the reason that I
attach to my applications the deeds of vacation from
the City to this property and a blue print of the town
is to show you that the conditions of the property oovered
by this application are the same as the property in a
suit 6f Mitthell vs Bass.

el il
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State of Texad,

Augtin.  geptember 9, 1911,

J.T.ROBISON COMMIBBIONER .
o HWALKER, CHIEF CLERK.

Kr. E. M. Stacey,
F. O« Box. EDQ-
Houston, Texas.
Dear oSirs

In regard to your surveys No. 1 to 7

of record in Harrie County Surveyor's Book L,
pages 16 to 22 inclusive made under Act April
16, 1908 for the sale of unsurveyed sorap land
belonging to the State school fund, these scraps
appear to cover portions of streets in the city
of Houston, beiny a part of Jackson, Chenevert,
and Chatress streets between Preston and Texas
Avenues, the same having been deeded by the
city of Houston to the Houston Belt & Terminal
Re Re COe, also part of Carolina Street between
Franklin and Commerce Streets, being the same
land deeded to the International and Great
Northern E. E. Co. by the city of Houston.

Neither the plat not the field notes
state if they are on the John Austin, Saml.
Harris, Jameg Wells, Jas. S. Holman or Saml.
M. Williams surveys, nor which one of the above
mentioned wurveys it is a subdivision of, and
further more you must give sufficient evidence
by which to locate the same upon either one or
more of these grants.

Please let me hear from you in the matter.

Respectfully,

Commia:zioner.
S« F« 102878 to 82

E von Rosenberg/Morriss,
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September 22, 1911,

Mr. E. M. Stacey,
1710 Clay Ave.,
Houston, Texas.
Dear Sir:=-

I am in receipt of yours of the l4th instant
with reference to seven surveys made for you in
Harris county upon supposed vacant land under
Section 8 of the Act of 1905. Each of these
surveye includee less than one-half acre and
according to your statement the surveys cover
streets in the city of Houston which have been
abandoned as guch by the city authorities and
I suppose by the public in general,

- Your contention that these tracts are
vacant land and belong to the State is based
upon the case of Mitchell ve Bass in 33 Texas,
page 2569, Now, in the first place there is
nothing in the records of this office to show
upon what grants these surveys are situated
as nothing has been definitely furnished in
compliance with our letter to you of recent
date. I have to suggest, however, that we,
do not believe that the case cited by you is
the proper gulde to determine the question
at issue in your files., If as a matter of fact
the streets are within the body of any of the
grante embracing the city of Houston, we do
not believe that the case cited will apply
at all., The case you mention seems to be
purely a boundary case and the court held that
by virtue of the calls in the grant under the
civil law the boundaries of those grants ex-
tended only to the lines of the highway and
that such lines did not extend to the center
of the highway, as is the rule under the common
law. Under those facts it was held that the
strip of land between the boundary of the two
grants mentioned was properly vacant land
and belonged to the State, the title to same
having never vested out of the sovereignty.

But it seems to me that the rule ie entirely
different in the event a highway would extend
through any portion of the body of a grant
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though I have not investigated this feature as
it would apply under the civil law.

I am rather inclined to think that your
contention is a bit strenuous or technical,
And again, 1f it should be based upon a proper
construction, I really do not understand how
this department is to determine whether or
not the uses have been abandoned, There seems
to be nothing to do in the premises but to
roject your files and this is done accordlngly.

Yours truly,
HutGh/LOE-
s.F. 108768 to B2,

Commigsioner.






