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JULY 1865 AND THE LOST CAUSE ENDS IN A TEXAS RIVER.

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY, BROUGHT TO YOU BY THIS STATION AND THE SAVE
TEXAS HISTORY PROGRAM OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE.

JULY 4, 1865. RIO GRANDE NEAR EAGLE PASS. CONFEDERATE GENERAL JO SHELBY
AND HIS IRON BRIGADE ARE FLEEING TO MEXICO AFTER THE END OF THE CIVIL
WAR. SHELBY HOPES TO JOIN MEXICAN REBELS RISING UP AGAINST EMPEROR
MAXIMILLIAN, BUT HIS MEN CHOOSE TO SIDE WITH THE DOOMED DICTATOR.

BEFORE CROSSING INTO MEXICO, SHELBY’S MEN CARRY THEIR OLD BATTLE FLAG
OUT INTO THE RIO GRANDE, WEIGHT IT WITH STONES AND LOWER IT INTO THE
MUDDY WATER. IN TEARS, SHELBY YANKS THE BLACK FEATHER FROM HIS HAT
AND THROWS IT IN AS WELL. THE SOUTH IS NO MORE.

DESPITE LATER SEARCHES, THE SUNKEN FLAG WAS NEVER BEEN FOUND AT THE
SITE NOW KNOWN AS THE GRAVE OF THE CONFEDERACY.

THE CONFEDERACY ENDED IN THE RIO GRANDE 149 YEARS AGO, THIS WEEK IN
TEXAS HISTORY.

LEARN MORE AT SAVETEXASHISTORY.ORG OR CALL 800-998-4GLO.
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