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Transcription:  Henri Grenier 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Today is Friday, October 8
th

, 2010.  My name is James Crabtree and I’ll be interviewing Mr. 

Henri Hank Grenier.  This interview is being done by telephone.  I’m at the General Land Office 

Building in Austin, Texas, and Mr. Grenier is at his home in Kempner, Texas.  This interview is 

being conducted in support of the Texas Veterans Land Board Voices of Veterans Oral History 

Program.  Sir, thank you very much for taking the time to talk to us today.  It’s an honor for us., 

Really what this program is about is our attempt to preserve for history and for posterity your 

time in the service so that future generations can hear your story. The best place we like to start 

is just maybe tell us a little bit about your childhood and your background and your life before 

you went in the Army. 

 

Henri Grenier:  You want me to start before I joined the Army? 

  

Yes sir, just tell us maybe a little bit about where you’re from and what your childhood was like 

and that sort of thing. 

 

Henri Grenier:  OK, I’m from the state of Maine, and I was born in Nordyne, Nor – let’s see 

my birthday is March 23
rd

, 1921, and I’m from the – what I did during the Depression up there, I 

was 17 years old and I joined the National Guard, and from there, from the National Guard of 

course I read about this Army, so I joined the Army in 1940.  Exactly what date, I can’t exactly 

remember, but I had to be 18 years old. 

  

What was it you think that made you want to join the Army? 

 

Henri Grenier:  Well because see, my mother and father, I had five siblings and I was the only 

boy in the family, and it was the only way I could think of at the time that I could help my 

mother and father to support the rest of the family, so I joined the Army. 

  

Did you look at any of the other branches of service? 

 

Henri Grenier:  No sir, because I graduated from high school in the Army to begin with, and 

when I joined the Army, of course I’m sure you can tell by now is that I could hardly speak 

English.  I couldn’t speak English at all really.  So I joined the Army anyway, and when I joined 

the Army, I went to Fort Slocum, New York, to take my basic training, and it was supposed to be 

8 weeks, and due to the fact that I failed the first 8 weeks, I had to start over again and went 16 

weeks of training. 

  

Wow, yeah, that’s a lot. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Yeah, and from there I was shipped to Schofield barracks in Hawaii.  And on 

December 7
th

, 1941, we were lined up outside for breakfast.  That’s the only time on Sunday 

morning that you go outside through the mess hall and pick up your food and you sit at a table 

and eat.  Well at that time I was standing outside and I looked up in the air and I says oh man, the 

Air Force is sure having a practice today.  So when the big boom happened, then everybody 

scared us.  In about maybe 10, 20 minutes, maybe half an hour later, we got word to pick up our 

ammo and weapons and come back outside in formation, and we loaded up in a big two and a 

half ton truck, and was carried to Waikiki beach because they thought that the Japanese was to 



 2 

invade the island.  So we secured Waikiki beach and from there, of course we stayed there 

probably two months and from there we went to jungle training. 

  

When you were there that day and - 

 

Henri Grenier:  I was there when they first dropped the first bomb on Pearl Harbor. 

  

Yes sir, exactly.  That day, do you remember what your thoughts were? 

 

Henri Grenier:  Sir, I’m going to tell the truth.  I was 18 years old, I was scared to death. 

  

Sure.  And so when you were standing there in that chow line, the first thing you thought was it 

was just a practice. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Yeah, I thought the Air Force, man, they’re sure having a big practice today. 

  

Then once they told you that we’d been attacked, did you know at that point instantly that we 

were going to war? 

 

Henri Grenier:  Yes sir, because at that time when that happened, at that time somebody got 

word some places go to the supply room, draw your weapons and ammo, and get ready to move 

out. 

  

Sure.  When they sent you down to Waikiki beach, what were the civilians doing? 

 

Henri Grenier:  They were standing all over the place.  I mean, when you look at the Pearl 

Harbor movie, the only thing that they don’t show is all these cars and buses because the 

Catholics are going to church at 7 o’clock in the morning.  They go to church at 8 o’clock 

because some of the cars were hit by the Japanese, by diving down and firing their guns.  So we 

spread out on each side of the road while we went by there to Waikiki beach.  It was quite an 

experience, let me tell you something, at 18 years old. 

  

And when you set up at Waikiki, did you put up a bunch of sandbag fortifications? 

 

Henri Grenier:  It was not sandbags.  What we did as far as the sandbags were concerned, they 

was barbed wire in the water in case, because we had words also that the Japanese had these 

small, two-man submarines, and they were going to try to come in.  But none of that happened 

really, that I know of. 

  

Well they did sink one sub. 

 

Henri Grenier:  They did sink one, but no troops. 

  

Yeah you’re right, there was no invasion at that point.  So after all that takes place, were you 

able at some point to get word back to your family back in Maine to let them know you were OK? 

 

Henri Grenier:  Yes sir.  Of course that Sunday we had these small letters that we sent.  I don’t 

remember what they call them now, but they were security anyway just to let them know that 

we’re still alive and all that good stuff.  Then from there, after this happened, we pulled back 

knowing that nobody was going to land, we pulled back but we left some security there to be on 
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the safe side.  So many stayed there, and so many came back.  We went to jungle training in 

Hawaii, and we went then from there, I was loaded on a ship and I headed for the Guadalcanal.  I 

went to Guadalcanal, at Sacaturathy, Calamandara, Viroka, Caledonia, New Georgia.  From the 

first day the war started on December 7
th

, 1941, until 1945 I was there all that time.  I got 

wounded once, and the reason why for that is because I didn’t get in my foxhole fast enough.  

During that day, they didn’t have these P-40’s and P-38’s and all that good stuff until towards the 

end of the war.  When the Japanese would come over, they’d fly these what they called 90 

millimeters artillery pieces, and they go up there, and when they explode up in the air, they don’t 

have a hook on each piece of shrapnel because they got to come down.  So I was too late to get 

in my foxhole and I got hit in the bottom.  I got a piece on the bottom. 

  

You’re very fortunate it wasn’t worse I guess.  When you were struck, did that kind of enter your 

mind that you’d just come pretty close possibly to being killed? 

 

Henri Grenier:  No, I didn’t.  I headed right into the water and I got a little piece in my lip in 

my mouth, and it burned so much that I had to go back in the water and cool it off.  But I went to 

the hospital for about three weeks.  They took care of me, then I went back.  I went back to the 

unit, and I was with the 27
th

 Infantry Wolfhounds. 

  

Let me write that down – you were in the 27
th

 Infantry? 

 

Henri Grenier:  Yes sir, I was in the 27
th

 Infantry Wolfhounds regiment of the 25
th

 Division.  I 

stayed with them from the day it started to the end of the war. 

  

And when the war started, were you a private at that point? 

 

Henri Grenier:  I was a private first class, sir. 

  

And then when the war ended, what was your rank? 

 

Henri Grenier:  When the war ended, sir, I was a sergeant first class. 

  

Sergeant first class.  So you were there literally at the very beginning, so I’m sure as new 

recruits came to your unit, you were seen as being kind of a senior man they would look to, is 

that right? 

 

Henri Grenier:  Yes, when we left Hawaii, sir, with the company I was in, we had 219 men.  

After this was all over, as far as the old personnel was concerned, there was only 21 of us left of 

the old, not because they did.  Some was killed, some was wounded, and some was malaria 

cases, and sickness and had to come back home.  But as far as the old soldiers was concerned at 

the time, there was only 21 one of us of the old soldiers, and most of us were corporal sergeants, 

staff sergeants. 

  

You mentioned going to jungle warfare training and then after that going to Guadalcanal. 

 

Henri Grenier:  After that, I went to Guadalcanal. 

  

Can you share with us, sir, some of your memories of Guadalcanal? 
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Henri Grenier:  Well, as far as Guadalcanal was concerned, when we went down there, we 

replaced the 1
st
 Marine Division that I can remember.  I’m getting pretty up in age right now.  

There’s not a lot of things I can remember. 

  

Well I think you remember a lot so far. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Replace the Marines and secure Guadalcanal.  That was the first place we 

secured.  Then the next thing to secure was Munda, where the Air Force was.  That’s the second 

place we secured.  I wish I could remember everything, but it’s hard for me to remember. 

  

I understand, sir, you’re doing great. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Then after that, we went to New Georgia and so many islands in between that 

we hopped from, and as we hopped from one place to the other like this every island, we got into 

what they called a personnel carrier, and about 50 or 60 people, and then the whole company 

would move from one place to another, but we was receiving mortar shells while we were in the 

ocean going across from one to the other.  Some of us got hit, some of us didn’t.  I was one of the 

lucky ones that kept on going. 

  

That’s right. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Boy, there’s so many things. 

  

Is there any particular moments, because you were there for the entire war from start to finish, is 

there moments that really stand out to you that made a big impact in your mind in terms of men 

you served with or place that you went, or the Japanese soldiers or any of that sort of thing? 

 

Henri Grenier:  Well as far as the Jap soldiers, I don’t know how many, what I say destroyed, 

or killed, but I killed many of them because we had counterattacks, bonsai this and bonsai that, 

and it starts coming back at you, and you just can’t stand there and let them kill you.  There was 

so many of them.  At one time that I can remember, that done it again, counterattack one more 

time, with us at that time, I only had three rounds of ammo left in my weapon, and if they come 

back again I probably wouldn’t be here to tell about it. 

  

That’s right, and I understand, too, from all the interviews I’ve done and books I’ve read, the 

Japanese for the most part never surrendered.  They would always fight to the death. 

 

Henri Grenier:  They always fight, they never surrendered.  They’d pop out up in holes in the 

ground.  It’s unbelievable the way they hide themselves or tied themselves in a coconut tree or 

something, or a tree and they would tie themselves up and if you saw them and shot at them, 

instead of falling down they would just hang up there. 

  

Wow. 

 

Henri Grenier:  So many things that happened, it’s hard to remember everything. 

  

Sure, I understand.  I think your memory is pretty impressive, sir, and I appreciate all that you’re 

sharing with us.  When all the war was going on, did you have much news of how things were 

actually going in the war?  Did you guys know about the victories or things of that sort, or was it 

such that you only knew what was going on right in your little area? 
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Henri Grenier:  We knew what was going on on the right and left, but as far as the back and the 

front, we never knew, we just guessed, as far as I’m concerned.  The commander would say well, 

we’re going over there, we don’t know exactly how many is there, but we’ve got to go, we’ve 

got orders to go, and then that’s where we’re going, and that’s when we took off.  We got in the 

personnel carrier and went.  When we got to the island and the panel dropped down, the front 

end went down, then that’s when it’s really happening.  Sometimes some of us got hurt, some of 

us were off crawling in the water to get to the island where we were supposed to go.  There were 

so many of them that I can’t remember all of them, but I know that it’s been a while. 

  

Sure.  What were your officers like? 

 

Henri Grenier:  My officers, only my officers that I was with me at the time or the company at 

the time, like Captain Clayman was a great officer, and Lieutenant Smith was a great officer.  

There’s only one officer, I can’t recall his name, but every time that something did happen, he’d 

go back and jump in his foxhole and stay there. 

  

Yeah, that’s not good. 

 

Henri Grenier:  I didn’t like that, but he was my commander so I had to obey. 

  

That was your company commander? 

 

Henri Grenier:  That’s right.  We had some good ones, and we had some bad ones, believe me. 

  

I understand, absolutely.  What were most of the guys like in your unit, the enlisted guys? 

 

Henri Grenier:  Well, it was great.  As far as the morale is concerned, as far as my unit was 

concerned, the morale was great.  We always talked and sometimes we had these small radios 

and we’d turn ‘em on if we had a break, if we secured something and then somebody else would 

take our place and we’d move back a little bit and wait for a while, and as far as the morale was 

concerned of the 27
th

 Infantry Wolfhounds were great.  That’s all I can tell you about that. 

  

That’s great.  At some point after you were going from battle to battle and pushing the Japanese 

back, did you get a feeling that we were gonna win, that the Japanese were going to be defeated? 

 

Henri Grenier:  To tell you the truth, the minute we took ‘em off Guadalcanal, that’s the way it 

was.  We’re going to get ‘em, and that’s it.  And everybody was happy.  Every time we’d jump 

from one to the other, we knew they were going back.  The only time we didn’t like it, when 

they’d start, all them bonsai and come at us. 

  

Sure, I understand.  Were you able to get much mail from back home? 

 

Henri Grenier:  Well sir, as far as the mail is concerned, when I got one on Guadalcanal, they 

sent a telegram to my mother to let them know that I was strikely wounded and everything, but 

she never got the telegram because I couldn’t find the address.  She probably moved, you know, 

or something, but she never knew about it.  I got the telegram back from my 201 file saying your 

mother had not been contacted. 
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I guess it’s good then since you recovered that she didn’t know and didn’t have to worry I would 

guess. 

 

Henri Grenier:  She didn’t have to worry anyway. 

  

That’s right, spared her from the worrying that I’m sure would have been very hard for her to 

deal with.  What about your father and your sisters, were they able to write to you very much 

while you were in the war? 

 

Henri Grenier:  While I was in the war, as far as my sisters are concerned, one of them would 

write probably once a month and let me know what’s going on back in the States, about mom 

and my dad and everything like that, but the others they were too young then I guess, and didn’t 

realize what was really going on. 

  

So you were the oldest then? 

 

Henri Grenier:  No, my sister was the oldest, one of my sisters was the oldest. 

  

But the other three sisters were younger. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Uh-huh, I had four sisters.  I was the only boy in the family.  Mom wrote, never 

heard from dad, but mom wrote, and one of my sisters wrote.  And I got the mail and sometimes 

it was a month old, and sometimes it was 14 days old.  It depends, I don’t know.  We was 

moving along and we were never in the same place for more than five or six days anyway. 

  

I’m sure though it was a nice thing any time you did get mail.  I’m sure that it helped to improve 

morale. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Yes, I mean every time we had mail, everybody would say yippee!  Oh boy. 

  

And so as the war got farther along, do you remember where you were when you learned that the 

atomic bombs had been dropped? 

 

Henri Grenier:  Let’s see, exactly when I don’t really remember, but I know that after, 

remember there was one time when General MacArthur I think he said “I shall return,” – well I 

think that, I’m not sure, but I think at the time I was in New Zealand and we loaded on a ship, 

and we were heading for Japan for the Japan island or wherever it was, and when the Japanese 

surrendered, we got the word at the ship that it was all over, so we turned around and went back 

to New Zealand for a couple of weeks, or a couple of months or whatever it was, for rest. 

  

Sure. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Then from there we came home. 

  

I’m sure there was a lot of celebration when you learned that the war was over. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Celebrations was 100 percent in New Zealand, really.  They really welcomed 

us because we stayed them from the Japs going over there in the beginning, and we was really 

welcome over there. 
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Oh absolutely, I mean like you said, New Zealand and Australia, they were getting very close to 

being invaded by the Japanese, and if we hadn’t come to their aid, who knows what might have 

happened to them. 

 

Henri Grenier:  In 1945, after a while I got discharged from the Army, I took my discharge 

from the Army and I joined and I was assigned to the Reserve unit.  I had to go to training with 

the Reserve unit.  I done that for about five years.  Then I joined the Army again.  After I got 

married, I asked my wife if she minded if I’d go back to the Army, because as far as work was 

concerned, they didn’t pay you to begin with, and the Army was beginning to go up on the 

money.  When I joined the Army, I was paid $21 a month.  That was my pay for every month.  

Not only that, they took a dollar for a haircut, a dollar for movie, and a dollar for PX, and the rest 

of it, that’s all you had left.  But you had all the clothes and you had a place to sleep and all that 

good stuff.  I’m sure you know about that. 

  

I’m sure, no I do, although our pay was a lot considerably higher even when you adjust it for 

inflation and that sort of thing.  Tell me a little bit then about when you got back home, you got 

out of the Army.  Did you go back home to Maine? 

 

Henri Grenier:  Yeah, I went back home and I located my family and I went back, I went to 

work for a trucking company.  That didn’t pay any, so I decided maybe I’ll try the mills.  I went 

to work in the mills and I was getting $12.50 a week.  I didn’t like that either.  So I says ma, I 

says to myself, well, I’m gonna try something else, and I go to camp for three, four weeks 

training, and then I says to myself, when the Korean conflict started, I says to myself, I says well 

let me see if I can join, but I had two children at the time.  They turned me down the first time 

that I went over to join.  Then finally in 1954, ’53, I finally joined and went to Korea.  After I 

joined the Army, I went to Korea. 

  

Was that harder, because I think you mentioned at Pearl Harbor you were 18 years old, and I’m 

guessing you weren’t married at that time, is that right? 

 

Henri Grenier:  No sir, I wasn’t. 

  

So you weren’t married and didn’t have any children.  Did you find it harder to go to the Korean 

War than World War II because you now had a wife and children? 

 

Henri Grenier:  Well, as far as the Korean War was concerned, it was a cold son of a gun in the 

winter.  That’s where I got my feet frozen. 

  

I know it was horrible, the frozen chosen, and all that. 

 

Henri Grenier:  So I went there for one year, then I come back, then I went back out again.  I 

went to Korea twice and I went to Vietnam twice.  In Vietnam, I was in Vietnam in a compound 

that I was, I got wounded over there from a mortar shell.  So I got wounded twice while I was in 

the service. 

  

I guess my question sir, was World War II you were a young, single man with no wife and 

children.  Was it harder for you to go to Korea and to Vietnam being married and having 

children, was that more difficult for you personally? 
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Henri Grenier:  Well, it got me thinking a little bit as far as my wife and the children was 

concerned, but the money was good then, and I could support my family better than I did when I 

was working for somebody else, so that’s the reason why I really joined the Army, and see while 

I was in the National Guard at the time, I was a first sergeant in the National Guard.  So when 

they reenlisted me from the National Guard to the Army, but I didn’t keep my rank.  I had to start 

back at staff sergeant, then work myself back up to where I am now, where I was when I retired. 

  

Which was a first sergeant? 

 

Henri Grenier:  Yes sir. 

  

That’s great. 

 

Henri Grenier:  I retired as a first sergeant.  As far as Korea and Vietnam is concerned, sir, I 

was one of the lucky ones I guess.  It wasn’t as bad to me, it wasn’t as bad as from one island to 

the other like going to Korea.  You just stayed there in one of their towns, but there wasn’t to me 

it wasn’t as bad as it was, because I got, I really arrived there in the later part of the war as far as 

Korea is concerned the first time.  The second time it was just security. 

  

That makes sense. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Same thing with Vietnam.  Vietnam, at the first part of Vietnam, it was more 

war than it was security, but I was there twice. 

  

So you ended up making an entire career in the Army.  How many years total did you do? 

 

Henri Grenier:  How many years total in the Army, 33 years. 

  

33, wow, that’s great.  And is that what brought you to Texas?  Did you retire from Fort - ? 

 

Henri Grenier:  When I retired, I was, see I came over here twice during my break in Texas, 

and it’s warm, and I liked the warm weather, so I decided, my wife and I decided we’d stay.  At 

first we decided we wanted to go to Washington, but we changed our mind.  After we came to 

Texas, we said Texas, and we settled in Texas and I’ve been living here now for 28 years. 

  

That’s great.  Do you ever get back to Maine very much? 

 

Henri Grenier:  Once or twice.  One time we went back to Maine, but that’s all changed, too.  I 

couldn’t even find where my family used to live at one time or another.  I’m getting old and I 

forget. 

  

And your ancestry is French Canadian? 

 

Henri Grenier:  I’m a French Canadian, yes sir.  My mother, my mom and dad are from 

Canada.  Then I moved to Maine and became a citizen and I was born in Lewiston, Maine. 

  

Going back to the beginning, you mentioned when you went to boot camp that you almost didn’t 

speak much English, is that right? 

 

Henri Grenier:  No sir, I could hardly speak English. 
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How were you able to deal with the drill instructors and what they were telling you? I’m sure 

that made it tougher not knowing what they were saying. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Well, that’s the reason why it took me so long for my basic training.  When 

they told me to go right, I went left.  That was my biggest problem. 

 

Yeah, I can imagine that would be, somebody screaming at you in a language that you don’t 

understand, it would make it more difficult. 

 

Henri Grenier:  I thought you was coming over.  I had a few papers I wanted you to see, but I 

guess that’s all right. 

 

Well, I guess and sir, I’ll mention that to you, if there’s anything that you want to, any pictures 

or any papers that you want to send us, we can make copies of those and then send those back to 

you, and I’ll send you my address, I’ll send you my card, a letter and all, if you want to do that.  

We’d love to see those. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Did you ever see the pictures, I don’t know if that’s recorded, but have you ever 

seen the pictures that was taken while the actual bombing of Pearl Harbor was happening? 

 

I’ve seen a few, but I’d be glad to see any that you have. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Well, the reason why I’m saying this because I didn’t take ‘em, but they was 

found in one of the foot lockers of these square cameras, and they’ve been developed and I’ve 

got a copy of that.  I got a copy of all that. 

 

Oh that’s great.  I was going to ask you, too, having been there at Pearl Harbor, when was the 

last time you were at Pearl Harbor? 

 

Henri Grenier:  Well I’m going to Pearl Harbor, sir, December 3
rd

, coming up. 

 

That’s right.  Well I know - 

 

Henri Grenier:  This is the first time since the war. 

 

Since you were there. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Yes sir. 

 

Wow.  Well I think that will be very meaningful.  I think it’s great that – 

 

Henri Grenier:  I wouldn’t go alone.  I’m happy my wife is coming with me. 

 

Oh that’s great.  I think it’s going to be really outstanding.  I’ve spoken to the – 

 

Henri Grenier:  I think my wife would like to say a few words. 

 

Oh sure. 
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Henri Grenier:  Just a minute please.  Go ahead. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  Hello. 

 

Hello ma’am, how are you? 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  Fine, thank you. 

 

Great, your husband said you wanted to say something. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  No, I didn’t.  I was just standing here listening. 

 

Yes ma’am, well I really appreciate you letting me interview him today and what we are doing is 

recording, we record veterans’ interviews, especially World War II veterans, to try to save them 

for posterity. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  Wonderful. 

 

We have archives here at the General Land Office and we try to add to it so that people years 

and years from now hopefully can listen to these stories. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  I think that’s great because the young ones now need to be aware of all this, too.  

I’ll give you an example.  I was coming out of one of the grocery stores a couple of, well two 

years ago, and Hank’s license plates said Pearl Harbor Survivor on them.  And the young man 

that brought my groceries out said oh, where is that?  And he said he had recently graduated 

from high school but he didn’t know where Pearl Harbor was, and I told him, and he said oh is 

he still alive?  Of course that was ancient to him. 

 

Yeah, it’s sad but not surprising unfortunately. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  I think this Pearl Harbor movie kind of brought it to light, you know, being 

World War II and everything. 

 

And they are rededicating a brand new visitor center this December 7
th

 there at Pearl Harbor. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  That’s what Mr. Claussen was telling me. 

 

It’s about five times bigger than the previous one which was actually sinking into the ground, the 

foundation had not been properly built years ago, and this one, I’ve seen the pictures of it on the 

Internet and it looks outstanding, and so I think you guys will have really a wonderful trip. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  Oh I’m sure.  I went to school with one of the young men that went down with 

that, the Arizona, so that really goes to my heart also. 

 

I was going to ask you, ma’am, you and your husband, were you both from Maine? 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  Yes, both from the same home town. 

 

Same home town.  Did you know him when he went to World War II? 
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Mrs. Grenier:  No, I didn’t meet him until long after. 

 

Until he got home.  I was asking him, too, I’m sure it was one thing to be at war when you are a 

single man with no children, but I’m sure it was more difficult to go to Korea and Vietnam when 

he was married and had kids. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  That’s correct, yes. 

 

How did you as a wife and mother deal with the times that he was gone? 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  Well, I had three sons and they kept me pretty busy, but just trusting in God 

brought me through, and his tapes, his tapes that he would send.  But then there was, well in a 

way it helped me.  See, I’m very emotional, and oh, just taking back, what kept me going was his 

tapes, but then I didn’t, they were old, they were two or three weeks old, so in another way it still 

didn’t help me, you know, keep me from worrying. 

 

Sure, I understand.  I think it’s hardest a lot of times on the families than it is on the ones that 

are there.  I know it was my way from my experience when I was in Iraq that when you are there 

serving and you are doing your thing and you’re surrounded with your fellow troops, you are 

focused on what you are doing and you kind of know what’s going on, but your family back 

home, they don’t know and a lot of times that’s the worst thing is just the fear of not knowing. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  We’d just gather round the TV at every day and evening at news time and see if 

we could catch a glimpse of him. 

 

But I’m sure that the homecomings were memorable. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  Oh, for sure.  Well all right, it was nice talking to you now. 

 

Yes, well thank you very much as well. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  I’ll send you back to Hank here. 

 

OK, thank you. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Yes. 

 

Well thank you sir for letting your wife say a few words.  That was great for this interview, and 

like I was telling her I thanked her as well because I consider the families of those that serve, 

really they are serving right along with the troops. 

 

Henri Grenier:  We’ve been together for 66 years. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  No, 67. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Oh she says no, she says 67 years. 

 

Yes sir, well that’s really remarkable and congratulations. 
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Henri Grenier:  Thank you sir.  Well anyway, what I was going to say, I know my English is 

not like it should be, but there’s probably a few words here and there that you could change. 

 

I understand it completely.  I can detect an accent but I can understand you fine, so you’re fine, 

don’t worry about that. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Just a minute please, my wife I think has got a question. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  Oh, ask him if that’s going to be in the papers.  If so, I would like to know and 

get a copy. 

 

Henri Grenier:  What she wants to know is, is this going to be in the papers?  If it does, she’d 

like to have a copy. 

 

Yes sir, we’re going to send you copies.  In a couple of weeks we’re going to make copies of this 

interview onto CD’s, and we’ll send you a bunch of copies of that so you can have and also to 

give to your friends and family, and then we’re also, the Land Commissioner, Jerry Patterson, is 

also going to send you a commemorative binder with a letter that he signed along with a 

certificate, that’s a really nice certificate. 

 

Henri Grenier:  Just a minute please, would you explain that to my wife?  There you go, he’s 

going to explain. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  I’m sorry, getting passed back and forth here. 

 

Sure, what I was telling your husband is that in a couple of weeks we’ll be sending him copies of 

this interview on CD’s, and we’ll send several copies so you can give to your children or your 

friends or keep for yourself, and then also the Land Commissioner, Jerry Patterson, is going to 

be sending you a commemorative binder and it has a letter in there to your husband as well as a 

nice certificate.  So we’ll be sending all of those.  It will take us maybe a couple of weeks to get 

them all out to you. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  Thank you so much. 

 

Well no, thank you, and this is just one small way that the Land Office which we’re part of the 

state of Texas, it’s one small way of us thanking your husband and you – 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  It’s my husband. 

 

Well, but yourself as well for all those years, and so this is just one small way of us being able to 

say thank you. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  I appreciate that.  I’m sure he does also. 

 

I’m glad.  It’s just like I said, one small little thing.  There’s a lot of us here that are veterans, but 

even those that aren’t veterans that work at the Land Office are very thankful for your husband’s 

service. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  I’m sure. I’m very proud of him, very proud of him.  His boys are, too. 
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You should be.  That’s great. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  All right dear, thank you very much. 

 

Yes ma’am, thank you. 

 

Mrs. Grenier:  Bye. 

 

 

 

[End of recording] 


