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Prior to Computers 
1893 - 1992 

 

All information about Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources property 

records kept on individual index cards. 



Computerization of Records 
1992 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) created a custom mainframe 

computer-based records system. 

 



Over 1 million document and parcel 
records were manually keyed in 

from the index card abstract system 



…and it cost millions of dollars 



A Decade Later 
2002 

Due to the retirement of the mainframe 
computer, a new PC-based records system called 

LOTS (Land Ownership Tracking System) was 
created, importing the existing electronic records 



…and it cost millions of dollars 



But it was a big improvement! 

In addition to referencing all documents 
and parcels, the current system manages 

current purchase, sale, exchange, and 
easement transactions, as well as mineral 

leasing and land auctions. 



Parcel records can be queried using any 
combination of dozens of different data fields 









Transaction case management has 
been processed within the records 

system for the last decade. 







Static maps in .pdf format have been 
generated for years from the data, and 
provided for the public on the internet. 



Zooming reveals physical details, and 
limited information about funding source 

of land, mineral leases, and rights 
currently owned. 



In recent years, GIS systems have been 
developed from the data to provide 

interactive access to land ownership, 
mineral leases, trailways, timber, and 

other resources. 



Most of the GIS tools have been used 
primarily by internal DNR staff, but 

interfaces are now being developed and 
made available for public use on the 

internet. 



The Forest Inventory Viewer is used 
extensively by our foresters to manage 

and plan treatments for the forests. 



Zoom to reveal individual forest compartments. 



Zoom further to reveal individual forest stands. 



Select a stand, and detailed 
information is available. 



Information about trails is available in a 
simplified version specifically developed 

for recreational users. 



Detailed mineral leasing 
information is in another 

custom viewer. 



Surplus property sales use GIS technology to 
get more information to potential buyers 

without direct staff involvement. 





Or in a map view 



Detailed 
information is 

available for each 
parcel 



Including map 
view with custom 
driving directions 
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