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Welcome to the Winter 2014 issue of Managing the West... 

What We Can Conceive, We Can Achieve
What an exciting time it was to gather in Arkansas for our recent winter conference January 
12-16, 2014.  The meaningful program allowed us to discuss our future, meet new friends and 
learn new strategies to best address the significant work of our individual states in managing 
public and institutional trust lands across the nation.  It is clear we have made the right decision 
to proactively plan our organizational future and to expand our network by tapping into the 
knowledge and experience of affiliate members who share our passion for prudent land and 
financial resource management on behalf of those we serve.  

Significant time was devoted to discussing and approving a powerful new vision, mission and 
goals for the organization.  These are now prominently posted on our website.  Together we 
have conceived the vision, to be a nationally recognized voice for prudent land management, and 
now we must link these foundation components with people and actions.  As they say in the 
Arkansas Delta, “Mean to don’t pick cotton.”  The real work begins by dedicating necessary time 
to develop detailed action plans to complete the strategic planning document.  Key focus areas 
include developing succession plans and bench strength for association leadership positions 
and committees, inviting collaborative participation to address ESA issues, in particular the 
urgency around landscape level sage grouse plans, and the need for a comprehensive association 
communication plan involving all forms of media and education outreach.  

I encourage everyone to plunge in.  As part of our new committee governance model, each 
committee chair has taken on the responsibility over the next few months to develop at least 
two actions in support of our initial strategies and the approved association goals.  My challenge 
to all members is to take up your passion by volunteering to work on at least one needed action 
that helps propel the association forward.  Perhaps that is helping to create a new member 
orientation program that can be downloaded from the association website, or perhaps it is 
working with the new affiliate membership committee to identify synergistic organizational 
relationships and alternative, sustainable funding options.  Seize the momentum of our 
collaborative efforts and contact your favorite committee chair or a member of the executive 
committee to volunteer.

Before we know it the summer conference in North Dakota will be upon us.  How rewarding it 
will be to unveil the completed strategic plan and the many steps already taken in support of our 
association goals.  “The great end of life is not knowledge, but action” – Thomas Fuller
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Washington Update...
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2014 promises to be an exciting year for WSLCA filled 
with challenges and opportunities.  Our educational and 
outreach efforts in Washington DC will focus on several 
priorities as we continue to influence national public 
policy.  During our Winter Conference in Little Rock, our 
Members affirmed the most recent adjustments to our 
in-lieu selections legislation and voiced their support for 
federal legislation to allow states to manage and recover 
sage grouse species within their states.  

In-Lieu Selections Legislation:

Over the past few months, WSLCA has worked with 
several interested groups to address concerns and perfect 
our legislative proposal.  We presented these changes 
to our members during our Winter Conference and the 
WSLCA membership adopted a resolution endorsing 
the latest draft.   Our task now is to take this proposal to 
Capitol Hill to request the legislation to be introduced 
and then pursue legislative hearings.   Our broad base 
support for the in-lieu selection legislation allows us to 
put our best foot forward in terms of legislative success.  
We urge our members to contact their respective 
Congressional Delegations and urge their co-sponsorship 
of this important legislation.  Please contact Allen 
Freemyer directly to inquire about current status and 
how you can help move the legislation forward.  

Endangered Species:

Endangered species issues are impacting all of our 
member states and their ability to manage their lands 
according to their individual mandates.  Compliance 
with the Endangered Species Act is costing our states 
critical funds every year which impacts our ability to 
fund public education and other public institutions.  
WSLCA members previously adopted an ESA resolution 
stressing the need for good science, the consideration 
of economic impacts on states and local governments, 
and promoting a more transparent system for listings, 
public input, and litigation.  WSLCA took further action 
on the proposed sage grouse listing during our winter 
meeting in Little Rock.  Members adopted a resolution 
urging federal legislation that supports state’s efforts to 
craft sage grouse management and conservation plans.  
The resolution is patterned after a legislative proposal 
crafted and promoted by the Western Grouse Coalition 
(WesternGrouseCoalition.org) and calls for a 10 year 
delay in listing sage grouse species in those states that 
propose management and conservation plans.  The 
federal legislation should require peer reviewed science 
and insure that federal land management plans comply 
with state sage grouse conservation and management 
plans.  These measures recognize states’ primary 

jurisdiction over their wildlife species and states’ abilities 
to effectively manage sage grouse species while allowing 
responsible economic growth in their states.  

Farm Bill:

The Senate and House have now approved passage of 
the Farm Bill and President Obama has announced at the 
time of this writing that he will sign the bill into law.  
The compromise legislation contains several provisions 
important to WSLCA members:

-- Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) program will be 
reauthorized for one year at a $425 million level for fiscal 
year 2014.  

--Forest Management:  USDA Secretary must grant a 
Governor’s request to establish one or more landscape-
scale “treatment areas” to address tree mortality from 
insect and disease infestations.

--Fire Fighting:  The U.S. Forest Service may lease up to 
five new large air tankers to combat wildfires.

--Good Neighbor Authority:  The reauthorization allows 
the U.S. Forest Service to delegate to state foresters 
the implementation of forestry projects on federal 
lands following NEPA compliance.  This authority was 
previously only implemented in Colorado and Utah but 
has now been extended nationwide.

--Forest Stewardship:  Permanently extends U.S. 
Forest Service authority to contract forest management 
projects with private companies and give them necessary 
flexibility to manage these projects.   

-- Provides certainty to the forest products industry by 
clarifying that forest roads should not be treated as a 
point source under the Clean Water Act.

WSLCA continues to press our important issues in 
Washington DC to insure that federal decision makers 
are aware of our lands, minerals, and submerged lands as 
they craft policies affecting our management.  We look 
forward to an active 2014 and foresee great opportunities 
to pursue our agenda and promote our ability to manage 
millions of acres of lands and minerals on behalf of school 
children and public institutions.  
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Over 50 delegates from 17 states and Washington D.C. met in Little Rock, Arkansas in January for the annual winter 
conference.  Topics ranged from the Endangered Species Act to utilizing emerging technologies.  Delegates enjoyed the 
southern hospitality sprinkled throughout the conference as well.  Please visit our website, www.cosl.org, to read the 
agenda and view the presentations from this conference as well as past conferences.

Roll Call of States:
Drought, severe winters and wildfires have demanded the 
attention of many of the Western States Land Commissioners 
Association members. The roll call showed that oil and gas, 
endangered species and market trends on investment continue 
to dominate much of the discussion. North Dakota is now seeing 
$30 million a month in revenues from oil and gas and looking 
at a $220 million distribution to the beneficiaries of the trust.  
South Dakota is seeing an uptick in livestock and agriculture 
production; revenues there have doubled. Alaska is looking 
at a new gas treatment plant that could help provide cheaper 
power to its communities. Montana, Oklahoma and Arizona  are 
expanding opportunities in commercial development. All are 
navigating legislative issues that will have to be dealt with as opportunities come together. In Arizona commercial real 

estate and development had slumped during the recession but is now 
the best it has been since 2007. They are also looking at mitigation 
banking issues, which is also a hot topic in Oregon as it relates to 
forestry land. Mitigation banking is expected to be discussed at 
length in upcoming meetings as more states explore opportunities to 
make money for beneficiaries in new and different ways. In Colorado 
the decision to allow, or not allow, hydraulic fracturing of oil and 
gas wells is becoming a county by county decision. Like Oklahoma, 
Colorado has now gone to an online energy auction system.  
Whether the topic is energy, commercial development, or ranch 
and farm land leases, it is clear that Land Commissioners and their 
boards are major economic engines in their respective states.

Strategic Plan:
During the conference the members took a huge step forward by 
ratifying a new strategic plan outlining the vision, mission, core 
principles and goals of the organization. We aspire to be not just a 
voice in the west, rather our vision is to be “a nationally recognized 
voice for prudent land management.” The work of the strategic 
planning team also defined a new mission, ‘to create value for 
our beneficiaries through leadership, education and sound land 
management’.  Check out an overview of the plan under the “What’s 
New” link on the association homepage.  With a framework now 
crafted, the WSLCA is poised to move forward to craft strategies 
and actions that will ensure success into the future.

New Resolutions:
The organization also passed key two resolutions during their time in Little Rock. Resolution 2014-02 expresses con-
tinued support by the WSLCA for proposed legislation to grant indemnity selections for state trust lands trapped in 
federal conservation areas. Resolution 2014-03 deals with the proposed designation of the Greater Sage Grouse and the 
Gunnison Sage Grouse as protected species under the Endangered Species Act. The Washington Update (see page 
2) discusses the issue and states concerns in more detail.  A copy of both resolutions is available by clicking the link 
under the “What’s New” section of the association homepage.

Winter 2014 WSLCA Conference Wrap-up...

http://www.glo.texas.gov/wslca/state-members/past-conferences.html
http://www.glo.texas.gov/wslca/pdf/WSLCA_Strategic_Plan_Overview.pdf
http://www.glo.texas.gov/wslca/pdf/WSLCA_Strategic_Plan_Overview.pdf
http://www.glo.texas.gov/wslca/


WSLCA has adopted an Affiliate Membership program 
in order to provide public and private entities and 
individuals who share common interests in the WSLCA’s 
objectives with an opportunity to formally communicate 
and cooperate with WSLCA members.  The program 
offers Affiliate Members the opportunity to participate 
in the WSLCA’s biannual conferences and to talk 
directly with other members on issues important to both.  
Applicants must be a corporation, non-profit entity, or an 
individual that has been recommended by a member state, 
approved by the WSLCA Executive Committee and paid 
at least one year of annual dues.

Affiliate Membership Objectives

l Enhance and extend WSLCA, our educational 
missions, institutional impacts, influence and positive 
public image

l Develop or strengthen relationships with 
organizations that complement our mission

l Share intellectual & social capital

Desired Outcomes

l Expand diversity of WSLCA members and audiences
l Enhance distribution of WSLCA outputs to new, 

relevant markets
l Augment opportunities to develop, share & evaluate 

information regarding land, water and other resource 
management policies and practices

l Help member states maximize the earnings and 
preserve the assets of educational trusts

Benefits

l Speaking opportunities at WSLCA conference
l Conference displays and recognition
l Membership recognition and links on the WSLCA  

website
l Dialog opportunities with other professionals on 

issues affecting us

Application
Those interested in establishing an affiliate relationship 
are encouraged to contact your state land commissioner, 
state land director or a member of the WSLCA executive 
committee.  You can find a link to each state’s website at 
www.wslca.org.

Please take a moment to visit all of our 
affiliates websites and learn about how 

we can work together.

www.wslca.org
Check out our website for information on:

Member states, affiliate members, 
upcoming conferences and past 

conference materials, adopted resolutions, 
committee contacts and more.

Affiliate Memberships
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http://www.wslca.org
www.wslca.org
http://www.altamesa.net/
http://www.riotinto.com/default.aspx
https://www.bankofoklahoma.com/en/Personal/index.page
http://www.nma.org/
http://www.rvkuhns.com/
http://sonoraninstitute.org/
http://www.api.org/
http://www.fcx.com/
https://www.srpnet.com/default.aspx
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Energizing Our Future 

SAVE THE DATES 
July 20—24, 2014 

Radisson Hotel Y Bismarck, ND 
 

Watch the WSLCA website (www.glo.texas.gov/wslca) 
for a link to the specific details as they materialize 

Western States Land Commissioner’s Association 
2014 Summer Conference Y Bismarck, North Dakota 

Conference Highlights: 

 Energy Tour of Western ND 
 Acclaimed Educational Speakers 
 A Healthy Dose of Legendary 

ND Hospitality 

Attractions: 

 State Historical Center 
 Lewis and Clark Riverboat 
 Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park 
 Wide variety of Fine and Casual Dining & 

Shops Within Walking Distance of the Hotel 
 Fort Lincoln Trolley 
 Five Nations Art Depot 
 Fort Mandan 
 Dakota Zoo 
 Seven Local Golf Courses 
 Numerous Area Spas 

Sessions to include: 

 Fiduciary Responsibility and 
Endowment Management 

 Minerals Management 
 Best Practices 
 Technology Demos 

Hope You Can Join Us! 


