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Recreational UseRecreational Use

Issues and Opportunities



Washington State DNR 

DNR manages 5 6 million acresDNR manages 5.6 million acres

• 3 million acres of state trust lands3 million acres of state trust lands

• 2.6 million acres of aquatic lands



74 recreation landscapes



Major ChallengesMajor Challenges

Increased population.

Dramatically increased use of 
state lands for recreation. 

Decreased budget.



WA State population growth /
DNR’s recreation budgetDNR s recreation budget



Washington ORV Registrations 
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Additional Challenges:g

 No authority to charge fees.

 No recreational immunity if we do  No recreational immunity if we do 
charge fees.

 Facilities / trails developed 30-50 
years ago.y g

 Limited access to private lands.

 Recreation occurs on working lands.



Our biggest recreation challenge:
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Reiter Foothills Forest

Undesignated User-built Trails
DNR Active Roads
Restoration Areas



Reiter Foothills Forest

E l  f th i d  Examples of unauthorized use 
& the impacts on the landscape& t e pacts o t e a dscape

















Taking an unpopular 
step: Temporarily closing step: Temporarily closing 
Reiter Foothills Forest



An opportunity: 

The Reiter Foothills 

pp y

The Reiter Foothills 
Forest Recreation Plan

 Sustainably managed.

 Based on best available 
science.

 Driven by public 
involvementinvolvement.





Volunteers help to reopen p p
Reiter Foothills Forest 

Before
 Stabilizing stream banks.

 Restoring environmental  Restoring environmental 
damage.

 Decommissioning 

During

 Decommissioning 
unauthorized trails.

 Helping design new trail  Helping design new trail 
systems.

 Flagging locations for new 

After

 Flagging locations for new 
trails.

After



Addressing the challenges 
with sustainable planningwith sustainable planning

Capitol State Forestp



Middle Waddle Campground
Capitol State Forest  Capitol State Forest  



Middle Waddle Creek 



BEFORE: 
Rock Candy parking areaRock Candy parking area

(Capitol Forest)



AFTER: 
Rock Candy parking area



Challenges Create 
Opportunities

Brought together 
leaders, volunteers ,
from diverse groups.

 I d l ti   Improved relations 
with recreation users.

Developed a stronger 
volunteer programvolunteer program.



The public is The public is 
passionate about 
recreation Mt. Si, east of Seattle

Cypress Island, San Juans

Yakima Ski Benders snowmobile group 

Lake Spokane

Yakima Ski Benders snowmobile group 
present donation check to DNR.

Lake Spokane




