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Implementing the  
Endangered Species Act 

• Candidate conservation 

• Listing  

• Recovery planning  

• Consultation with federal agencies  

• Permitting for non-federal landowners  

• Recovery implementation  



Landowner Tools  
• Candidate conservation 

– Candidate Conservation Agreements  

– Candidate Conservation Agreements with Assurances 

• Permitting for non-federal landowners  
–  Habitat Conservation Plans  

–  Safe Harbor Agreements  
 
 



MDL Settlement Agreements 

 
• FWS agreed to resolve the listing status of the 251 species on 

the 2010 candidate species list 

 

• WEG and CBD agreed to dismiss multiple listing deadline  and 
to limit future deadline litigation 

 

• The MDL agreements have succeeded in:  

• Making our future listing work predictable and certain 

• Reducing  deadline litigation for petition findings by 
almost 96%.   



 

Lesser Prairie-Chicken 
• Proposed as Threatened December 2012 

– 4(d) special rule 

– 6 month extension  

• 5 Range States, thru WAFWA, developed unprecedented 
range-wide conservation strategy 

• FWS endorsed WAFWA Rangewide Conservation Plan October 
2013 and published revised 4(d) special rule 

• Final listing determination by March 30, 2014 



Gunnison Sage-Grouse 
• Proposed as Endangered, with critical habitat, in January 2013 

– 6 month extension 

 

• Conservation efforts underway 
– CO Parks and Wildlife CCAA 

– Gunnison Basin Sage-Grouse Strategic Committee 

– Coordinated county conservation planning effort 

 

• Final determination in Spring  2014 
 

 

 



Wolverine 
• Proposed as Threatened in contiguous U.S. February 2013 

– 4(d) special rule 

– 10(j) nonessential experimental population in CO, NM, WY 

 

• 6-month extension announced December 2013 
– Comment period on proposed listing to reopen in January 2014 

 

• Final listing determination to publish August 4, 2014 



Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
 

• Proposed western U.S. distinct population segment as 
Threatened October 2013 

 

• Comment period on proposed listing rule reopened until  
February 24, 2014 

 

• Proposed critical habitat designation Spring 2014 

 

• Final listing determination to publish September 2014 

Source:  FWS 



Greater Sage-grouse, Bi-state DPS 
 

• Bi-State DPS describes a relatively small, isolated population on 
the CA/NV border south of Lake Tahoe 

 

• Proposed as Threatened, with critical habitat,  October 2013 
– 4(d) Special Rule to exempt take incidental to conservation efforts 

 

• Both rules to be finalized October 2014 
 

 

 



Greater Sage-grouse, range-wide 
• Petitions to list 

– January 2005 “not warranted” 

– February 2010 “warranted but precluded” 

– MDL species, with proposed listing determination by Sept 2015 

 

• WAFWA GSG Comprehensive Conservation Strategy 
– December 2006 

 

• FWS Conservation Objectives Team report 
– March 2013 

 



Greater Sage-grouse, range-wide 
• BLM and USFS  preparing 15 EISs to revise 98 Resource 

Management Plans  

 

• All 11 States developing GSG conservation plans 

 

• NRCS – Initiated voluntary Sage-Grouse Initiative in 2010  

 

• Governors’ Sage-Grouse Task Force – Representatives of the 
11 greater sage-grouse range states,  BLM, USFS, NRCS, 
USFWS 

 



Dunes Sagebrush Lizard  
• Proposed as endangered in December 2012   

– Occurs in eastern NM and west TX  

– Primary threats included fragmentation and loss of the lizard's unique 
shinnery oak/sand dunes habitat for cropland, rangeland, and oil & gas 
development 

 

•  Conservation agreements (CCAAs) removed threats 

 

• Proposed listing withdrawn June 2012 

 

 

 



Coral Pink Sand Dunes Tiger Beetle 

 

 

• Proposed as Threatened, with critical habitat, October 2012 
– Threats included habitat loss and fragmentation from ORV Use;  Small 

population size 

 

• 2009 CCA amended March 2013 to address identified threats 

 

• Proposed listing and critical habitat rule withdrawn October 
2013 

 



Gray Wolf Reclassification and 
Delisting  

• Gray wolf species originally listed throughout lower 48 states 
and Mexico 

• Northern Rocky Mountains and Western Great Lakes distinct 
populations recovered and delisted 

• The USFWS is now proposing to: 

– Focus ESA protection on Mexican wolf by listing the subspecies C. l. 
baileyi as endangered wherever found 

– Remove the current species-level gray wolf listing  

– Improve  operation of the experimental population rule for Mexican 
wolf 

 



Improving ESA Implementation 

• Rules Published in 2013:  
– Final rule on Critical Habitat Economic Analyses 

– Proposed rule revising Incidental Take regulations 

• ESA Improvement Efforts for 2014: 
– Proposed rule to define  “Destruction or  Adverse Modification”  

– Proposed rule updating Critical Habitat regulations 

– Proposed policy on Critical Habitat Exclusions under 4(b)(2) 

– Final policy interpreting “Significant Portion of the Range” 

– Proposed policy on Pre-listing Mitigation Crediting 



Questions? 
• Visit www.fws.gov/endangered for additional information 

about the Endangered Species Program 
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