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With the 250th anniversary of the founding of our country 
around the corner, this year’s 4th of July celebrations promise 
to be bigger than ever. Shooting fireworks off the beach in 
Texas has been a common tradition, but unfortunately, so 
has the leftover trash and debris on our coast. Fireworks 
are often non-biodegradable and contain heavy metals and 
toxins that will float in the ocean for many years if they’re 
swallowed up by the tide or blown into the sea. For those 
reasons, please ensure any used firework debris is properly 
disposed. And for those staying near the beach for the 4th, 
please consider a beach cleanup on July 5th. Thank you, and 
we encourage everyone to enjoy the holiday responsibly.
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New Shirt and 
Boogie Board
This summer, Adopt-A-Beach is selling these limited-edition 
t-shirts and boogie boards celebrating our 40th anniversary 
and helping to raise funds for the program. Donations from 
these items will pay for cleanup supplies and educational 
outreach materials.  But supplies of both are very limited! 
If you would like to get yours now, make a donation to the 
Adopt-A-Beach program.

Scan the code 
to donate!
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CLEANUP RECAP
Spring Cleanup Results!

COUNTY CLEANUP SITE

TOTAL

VOLUNTEERS

4,659

MILES CLEANED

124

POUNDS

COUNTY TOTAL 409 17 2,888

48,951.5

Brazoria Surfside Beach
Quintana, Bryan Beach

384
25

15
2

2,513
375

COUNTY TOTAL 152 8 668

Port Lavaca, Magnolia Beach (Bay) 
Port O’ Connor, King Fisher Beach (Bay)

140
12

6
2

518
150

Calhoun

COUNTY TOTAL

COUNTY TOTAL

COUNTY TOTAL

COUNTY TOTAL

COUNTY TOTAL

1,545

1,573

162

37

368

13

39

3

3

27

19,128

12,900	 

1,035

423

3,962

South Padre Island - County Beaches
South Padre Island - City Beaches
Boca Chica

Bolivar Peninsula
Galveston IslandBoca Chica

Sea Rim State Park

Baffin Bay (Bay)
Padre Island National Seashore

Port Aransas 
Mustang Island State Park
North Padre Island
North Beach (Bay)
Cole Park (Bay) 
Packery Flats (Bay) 
Aransas Pass (Bay)

825
135
585

76
1,497

162

13
24

14
86
70
111
34
46
7

3
3
7

23
26

3

1
2

3
5
3
9
1
5
1

12,375
1,013 
5,740

1,673
11,227

1,035

73
350

34
803
1,050
900
345
668
163

Cameron

Galveston

Jefferson

Kleberg

Nueces

COUNTY TOTAL 358 12 7,283

Sargent Beach
Matagorda Beach
Palacios (Bay)

133
175
50

5
6
1

6,560
350
373

Matagorda

COUNTY TOTAL

Total Bay Miles.................28.50	
Total Beach Miles.............95.50	
Total Tons of Trash...........24.48	

55 3 668
Sunset Lake Park, Portland (Bay) 55 3 668San

Patricio
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2026 Hotel Sponsors

Corpus Christi
Doubletree by Hilton
3200 East Surfside
Corpus Christi, TX 78402
361-883-9700

The current hotels listed below have graciously offered discounted 
rates to Adopt-A-Beach volunteers for our 2026 Cleanups:

Port Aransas
Beachcomber Motel 
(Fall Cleanup only)
539 South 12th Street
Port Aransas, TX 78373
361-749-6191

Port Aransas
Executive Keys 
Condominiums on 
the Beach 
(Fall Cleanup only)
800 Access Road 1-A
Port Aransas, TX 78373
361-749-6272

South Padre Island
Isla Grand Beach Resort
500 Padre Boulevard
South Padre Island, TX 78597
956-761-6511
April group code: 264ADOPTAB
September group code: 26ABEACH09

2026 Cleanup Sponsors

SESCO CEMENT • VLS ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS
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The Kemp’s ridley sea turtle is the official state sea turtle of Texas, 
measuring 27-32 inches long and weighing 75-100 pounds. They 
live to about 30 years of age and can be found throughout the Gulf 
of America (formerly Gulf of Mexico), and northwards as far as Nova 
Scotia. Right now is their nesting season through September, so be 
careful not to disturb any females found ashore laying their eggs. 
They also synchronize their nesting, called an arribada, so you’ll 
likely find more than one turtle at a time. In 2025, a record-breaking 
449 nests were found in Texas, mostly on North and South Padre 
Islands. The Kemp’s ridleys are the most endangered sea turtles in 
the world, and their survival is threatened by fishing line which can 
entangle them, and plastic trash or balloons when ingested. That’s 
why our work to remove these pieces of trash is so important, and 
we encourage you to clean our Texas beaches as often as you can.

Kemp’s Ridley 
Sea Turtle

SCIENCE
CORNER
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Get the 
Adopt-A-Beach
License Plate
 

The Texas General Land Office specialty license plate design features 
a photo by Texas’ own Kenny Braun. Braun’s work has been featured 
in Garden and Gun, Texas Monthly, Wired, Southern Living, Texas 
Highways, This Old House Magazine and more. 

The plates are available to purchase for $30 in addition to your annual 
registration fee, with $22 of that donated to the Adopt-A-Beach 
program’s all-volunteer effort to keep trash off Texas beaches. 

The license plate was designed by the Texas General Land Office in 
coordination with the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles. To order a 
specialty Adopt-A-Beach license plate and get yours, visit
https://texasadoptabeach.org/contribute/license-plates/index.html.

https://texasadoptabeach.org/contribute/license-plates/index.html
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BEACH
ADOPTERS
SPOTLIGHT
Meghan Bergaila, 
The Bergaila Companies
The Texas General Land Office’s Adopt-A-Beach Beach 
Adopter Program supports individuals, organizations and 
businesses who have pledged to clean up a specific Texas 
beach three times a year, for two years. These groups are 
often led by an individual who uses their professional and 
social network to rally volunteers for these cleanups. 

Growing up with family trips to Port O’Connor, Meghan 
Bergaila developed a love for the ocean and dolphins and 
then she turned that passion to clean up beaches in Texas. 
She hadn’t really thought of involving other people much 
outside of her husband and three children until she took a 
marketing position at her family-run staffing agency based 
out of Houston in 2023 and was soon charged with fostering 
a more engaging work environment. After organizing 
traditional company outings like attending baseball games 
that had moderate participation, she began thinking broader 
for educational and volunteer activities but hesitated when 
it came to a work-sponsored beach cleanup. 

“I was apprehensive. I didn’t think people would care,” 
she recalls thinking whether her 40 coworkers would be 
willing to dedicate their personal time for an hour bus ride 
to Surfside Beach to then pick up trash. After a coworker 
encouraged her, Meghan put out the invitation. 

And the response overwhelmed her. 

Over half the staff participated, and many described 
the experience as both eye-opening and educational. 
“Most people expected we’d mainly be collecting larger 
pieces of litter, but instead we found a significant amount 
of microplastics,” Meghan recalled. “That gave me the 
opportunity to teach them about microplastics, their 
impact on marine ecosystems, and how they contribute 
to the growing pollution problem in our oceans.” Beyond 
the environmental awareness, the cleanup also offered 
participants a chance to disconnect from daily stress. As 
they walked along the beach listening to the waves, several 
shared that the activity felt therapeutic, allowing them to 
focus on a meaningful task while quieting the mental clutter 
of everyday life.

After removing 250 pounds of trash, many wanted to stay 
cleaning past the scheduled end time.

Indeed, even after the cleanup and return home, one 
executive took a personal beach vacation and proudly 
declared to Meghan that he couldn’t stop looking for trash 
there too.

Now, Meghan has been organizing these cleanups for three 
years and has no doubts over their success. She never has 
trouble garnering participation, and beyond just a beach 
trip, she feels they attract involvement because they have 
real meaning for her staff who get to improve their home 
ocean. 

Personally, this whole experience has encouraged Meghan 
to share her passion outside her work and family after 
realizing she is more connected to people than she realized. 
Over the past year she has started a non-profit organization 
in Port O’Connor to promote the beauty of Texas beaches 
and local dolphins called Dockside Flippers, and yes, it too 
has adopted a local beach.

Become a
Beach Adopter
Beach Adopters pledge to clean their favorite 
beach at least three times a year for a two-year 
commitment. Scan the QR code to learn more 
about our Beach Adopter program and see a 
list of current Beach Adopters! 

Current Beach 
Adopters

Photo credit: Meghan Bergaila

https://www.glo.texas.gov/coastal/adopt-beach/volunteer/beach-adopters
https://www.glo.texas.gov/coastal/adopt-beach/volunteer/beach-adopters
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Did you know you can check the water quality and swim 
advisories of your favorite beach before you go?  The 
Texas Beach Watch is a program funded by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and administered 
by the Texas General Land Office to monitor water quality 
at Texas’ recreational beaches. Texas Beach Watch program 
collects water samples from 177 stations at approximately 
68 recreational beaches along the Texas coast in Aransas, 
Brazoria, Cameron, Galveston, Harris, Jefferson, Matagorda, 
Kleberg, Nueces and San Patricio counties. Water samples 
are collected weekly during the peak beach season, which 
runs from March through September, and every two weeks 
during the rest of the year. These samples are tested for 
Enterococcus bacteria levels in the water and advisories are 
issued if they exceed the acceptable standards established 
by the EPA. When the levels are high, people with 
compromised immune systems should avoid interacting 
with the water at those locations until bacteria levels start 
to decrease.

Water quality information on www.TexasBeachWatch.com 
is updated each time sample results are entered into the 
database. Using the interactive map tool, visitors to the 
site can check results from specific sampling locations, and 
determine when samples were collected and whether an 
advisory has been recommended.

In general, when a water quality advisory is recommended, 
contact with the water is discouraged until the advisory is 
cancelled, but beaches offer plenty of other recreational 
opportunities including volleyball, sunbathing, 
beachcombing, playing, picnicking, and much more.

When samples indicate that bacteria levels are high enough 
to warrant an advisory, the water at that beach must be 
sampled every 24 hours until bacteria levels fall within a safe 
range. An advisory lasts at least 24 hours but can be extended 
if bacteria levels continue to exceed recommended levels.

AWARENESS
BOX
Texas Beach Watch

https://www.texasbeachwatch.com/
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ART 
CONTEST
WINNERS
Grand Prize: Michael Li
Runner Up: Chelsea Lin
The 30th Annual Adopt-A-Beach Children’s Art Contest had 
more than 1,300 entries and judges had the difficult task of 
narrowing it down to 40 winners, ten in each of the following 
grade categories: K-2, 3rd-4th, 5th, and 6th.

Of the 40 overall winners, 5th grader Michael Li of Katy 
was selected as the Grand Prize winner. Michael’s detailed 
artwork features an orange puffer fish sporting a cowboy hat 
and Texas pride! The grand prize runner up is Chelsea Lin 
from Katy with her colorful spiral seashell

All winning artwork will appear together in the 2027 Adopt-
A-Beach calendar, which will be distributed throughout 
the state. This year’s grand prize winner will receive one 
6-8-night Caribbean cruise for two from Royal Caribbean 
International and a family level annual pass to the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science.

This year, the second cruise donated by Royal Caribbean 
was awarded to a teacher in a random drawing. The teachers 
entered into the drawing submitted five or more qualifying 
art entries. For 2026 there were 54 teachers that submitted 
qualifying entries and Sara Roberts from Hico Elementary in 
Hico was this year’s winner! She will receive one 6-8-night 
Caribbean cruise for two from Royal Caribbean International 
along with a gift from Adopt-A-Beach.

All 40 student winners will receive two tickets to 
Schlitterbahn, a gift card to an arts and crafts store, a gift 
from Adopt-A-Beach, a certificate of recognition from the 
Texas General Land Office and copies of the 2027 calendar 
displaying their winning artwork. 

Students receiving an Honorable Mention designation will 
receive a certificate of appreciation from the Texas General 
Land Office and a gift from Texas Adopt-A-Beach. The 
Grand Prize Runner-Up will receive an additional prize from 
Adopt-A-Beach.

Grand Prize Winner, Michael Li

Grand Prize Runner Up, Chelsea Lin

Scan the code 
to see all 
the winners!


