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Help us celebrate our 40th Anniversary at the last Coastwide 
Cleanup for 2026! Join us on Saturday, September 19th 
for our Fall Coastwide Cleanup by registering online. We 
recommend pre-registering your group so you can stay 
informed in case any changes are made to your check-in 
location. Use the QR code above to get to our Cleanups 
page. We clean rain or shine, but we will not send volunteers 
out if the location is deemed unsafe, due to flooding, 
storm damage, or severe thunderstorms. Please pay close 
attention to the weather on cleanup day! 

FALL26 

Fall Cleanup Saturday, 
September 19th! 

NEWSLETTER 

Please help us thank our 2026 Cleanup Sponsors 

Don’t Forget! 
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2026 Hotel Sponsors 

Corpus Christi
Doubletree by Hilton 
3200 East Surfside 
Corpus Christi, TX 78402 
361-883-9700 

The current hotels listed below have graciously offered discounted 
rates to Adopt-A-Beach volunteers for our 2026 Fall Cleanup: 

Port Aransas 
Beachcomber Motel 
(Fall Cleanup only) 
539 South 12th Street 
Port Aransas, TX 78373 
361-749-6191 

Port Aransas 
Executive Keys
Condominiums on 
the Beach 
800 Access Road 1-A 
Port Aransas, TX 78373 
361-749-6272 

South Padre Island 
Isla Grand Beach Resort 
500 Padre Boulevard 
South Padre Island, TX 78597 
956-761-6511 
April group code: 264ADOPTAB 
September group code: 26ABEACH09 

Spring Cleanup Totals 
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SCIENCE 
CORNER 

Red Drum Run 

With the fall season approaching, wildlife along the Texas coast has 
begun to shift. One change occurring under water is the migration 
of large red drum fish who cluster just offshore to spawn. The first 
three years of a red drum’s life are spent in our bays and estuaries 
feeding on decaying matter, small crabs, and shrimp where they 
reach about 22-24 inches in size and weigh 6-8 pounds. They then 
move offshore when they reach sexual maturity. Every year between 
mid-August and mid-October, these fish spawn near the ocean 
passes and the eggs are carried into the bays where they hatch. 
These adults who gather here can live for up to nearly 40 years, and 
the largest redfish caught in Texas was 59.5 pounds. This event is 
known as a “bull redfish run,” and is often a highlight on the Texas 
fishing calendar. 

Photo credit: Texas Parks & Wildlife 

Get the 
Adopt-A-Beach
License Plate 
The Texas General Land Office specialty license plate design features 
a photo by Texas’ own Kenny Braun. Braun’s work has been featured 
in Garden and Gun, Texas Monthly, Wired, Southern Living, Texas 
Highways, This Old House Magazine and more. 

The plates are available to purchase for $30 in addition to your annual 
registration fee, with $22 of that donated to the Adopt-A-Beach 
program’s all-volunteer effort to keep trash off Texas beaches. 

The license plate was designed by the Texas General Land Office in 
coordination with the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles. To order a 
specialty Adopt-A-Beach license plate and get yours, visit 
https://texasadoptabeach.org/contribute/license-plates/index.html. 

https://texasadoptabeach.org/contribute/license-plates/index.html
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BEACH 
ADOPTERS 
SPOTLIGHT 

Christina and 
Manny Alaniz 

Photo credit: Manny Alaniz 

When he retired after working for almost 30 years, Manny 
Alaniz slowed down to walk on Galveston’s beaches every 
sunrise. With each walk, he was bothered by all the trash on 
the ground. Soon afterwards, he started to pick it up. 

“Instead of complaining about something, I just felt the need 
to do something about it,” Manny says upon reflection. 

Not just doing something alone, Manny became a beach 
ambassador to inform the public that trash pollution can 
injure, entangle, and sicken not only marine life but also birds 
and coyotes. He got involved with other groups to collect 
water samples, marine debris survey data, and participate 
in beach cleanups. During this time, he also met his wife 
Christina in 2011, and they have been cleaning beaches as 
a team ever since. 

Four years ago, they became Beach Adopters and take a 
very public approach. While most Adopters clean the same 
beach multiple times a year with family, friends, coworkers, 
or group volunteers they know, Manny and Christina or 
“Manstina”, will invite people to their cleanups on social 
media, involving different volunteers and groups every 
time. Providing free breakfast, fruit, waters, coloring books, 
stickers, trash grabbers, gloves, and all sorts of swag from 
other organizations helps too. They even entice beachgoing 
strangers to participate as well. 

Most stay for the three-hour cleanups, but some just fill a 
bag, and go on their way. According to Manny, some are 
even apologetic saying, ‘“Oh I didn’t get much,”’ to which 
he replies, “What you have is that much less on our beach! 
Every little bit counts.” 

Of course, he reported to us that they held a cleanup the 
day after the 4th of July this year, and netted over 267 
pounds of trash, so it adds up! 

Whatever the time donated, “Everyone just gets so 
excited to see the weight of everything we’ve collected,” 
says Manny. For him, seeing people feel good about their 
contributions and involving others makes the extra work 
worthwhile. 

Talking to children is a highlight. “They’re just a clean slate. 
We often find yellow vinegar bottles with these holes in 
them, and I can explain that they are actually turtle bites; 
and that the bottles hurt them,” Manny says. Also, don’t 
get him started on how bad balloons are for marine wildlife. 

So, if you’re ever near the very east end of Galveston Island, 
past R. A. Apffel Park, and see a “Manstina” flag proudly 
waving in the air, say hello, and grab some trash. Maybe a 
breakfast taco too, if there’s any left. 

  Become    
  a Beach   
  Adopter

Beach Adopters pledge to clean their favorite 
beach at least three times a year for a two-
year commitment. Scan the QR code to learn 
more about our Beach Adopter program and 
see a list of current Beach Adopters! 
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AWARENESS 
BOX 
Storm Preparations
and Cleanups 
As September is one of the most active months for hurricanes, float into the ocean. If you are planning a beach cleanup 
the GLO encourages Texas coastal residents to be prepared immediately after any of these storms, please be careful as 
for these storms to protect their families, neighbors, and this debris and trash can be very dangerous.  Thank you for 
property. Even minor storms or rain events can cause local your efforts to keep our coast clean and safe for Texans and 
flooding, damage, and downstream issues, particularly an our native wildlife. 
influx of trash or storm damage that could be dislodged and 


