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PRESS RELEASE

Veterans Land Board Votes to Provide Texas State
Veterans Cemetery Services to Texas Military Forces
Members Killed in the Line of Duty

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 19, 2023

Contact: Kimberly Hubbard
(512) 936-9582
media@glo.texas.gov

AUSTIN — Today, Veterans Land Board (VLB) Chairwoman and Land Commissioner
Dawn Buckingham M.D., along with fellow board members Judson Scott and James
Rothfelder, voted to approve a policy that will provide Texas State Veterans Cemetery
services to Texas Military Forces killed in the line of duty, free of charge. 

"It is a profound honor to recognize those who have made the ultimate sacrifice in
service to the great State of Texas. The selflessness and bravery of our military men
and women preserve the safety and security our families rely upon every day," said
Commissioner Buckingham. "Unexpectedly laying a loved one to rest is not only an
emotional task but also a financial strain. The Texas Veterans Land Board is honored to
be able to assist these heroes' grieving families with the cost associated with the burial
and a dignified place to rest, where their families and fellow Texans can remember their
legacies and lives."
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Commissioner Buckingham and Texas Veterans Land Board Members Judson Scott
and James Rothfelder

On September 1, 2023, House Bill 90, the Bishop Evans Act, was enacted and has
extended various services to those injured or killed in the line of duty while serving on
state active duty, state training, and other duties.

Previously, the VLB approved such burials on a case-by-case basis. Under the new
policy, the VLB will provide burial plot space, a headstone, and a flag for state service
members eligible for benefits under the adopted Bishop Evan Act.

For more information about Texas Veteran benefits, call 1–800–252–8387, write
to VLBinfo@glo.texas.gov, or visit vlb.texas.gov.
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